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COWENTS:

Whi |l st | understand the need for nore housing across the country and
region, Hurst is NOT the correct |location for a devel opnment of this

size as confirnmed by the recent planning inspectors findings the

| ast tine devel opnent was proposed on this site. | wish to register

my strongest OBJECTION to this planning and hope that the planning

teamdisnmiss it as soon as possible wi thout wasting any nore tine or
noney.

Wien we noved to Hurst in 2004, its rural nature was one of the

bi ggest selling points of the location as | amsure the majority of
residents would agree. Hurst is a small village with linted
facilities and this is one of the many things we |ove about it. The
addition of a large devel opnent of this scale detracts fromthe
rural character turning our green and open countryside into yet
anot her urban spraw .

As al ready comuni cated when this location |ast went to planning, |
would Iike to object to this application on the follow ng grounds:

Woki ngham bor ough council has a local plan for housing and this
location is NOT included in this plan.

The location is a greenfield site and a desi gnated area of
countrysi de which is outside of the developnent linmts of the
village and the concern is that the approval of this application
opens the flood gate for devel opnent of other greenfield |ocations
around Hurst.

The Hurst primary school is already at capacity and has no known
pl ans to expand.

The surroundi ng secondary schools are also at capacity and it is ny
understanding that in the | ast few years Wki ngham borough counci
were regularly having to find places outside of the borough to
acconmodat e pupils. Fromwhat | amhearing fromthis year's cohort
of children, no new famlies were allocated places at their chosen
school s of The Piggot or The Holt unless they had siblings there

al r eady.

Twyford doctors surgery is the closest surgery and again is already
over subscri bed.

Hurst has very few |l ocal anenities (a single shop and post office,
whi ch nmeans people are reliant on private transport to access
ameni ties further afield.

The public transport through the village is very poor with linited
schedul es and destinati ons which again increases the dependence on
private vehicles.

For those residents with secondary school aged pupils, there are
very few schools which work for public transport, again increasing



t he dependence on private transport.

If you look at the typical car ownership these days, it is comon
for each household to have at least 2 cars. This along with the
dependence on private transport due to the location of Hurst will
have a significant inpact on traffic through the village and
surroundi ng areas. W have already seen a noticeable increase in
traffic in the last few year with the nmajor devel opnents around
Woki ngham

Wth an increase in traffic conmes an i npact on safety and speedi ng
is already a huge problemthrough the village. Getting into and out
of nmy driveway on Lodge road (both on foot and in ny car) is

al ready a challenge. Adding nore traffic to the area will increase
this problem for other existing residents and it's only a nmatter of
time before a serious accident occurs.

Tape Lane is a designated safe wal king route for the |ocal school
It is also supposed to have restricted vehicul ar access which is
al ready widely ignored. This conbined with the lack of public
footpaths, the need to constantly cross roads (often around cars
forced to park on the pavenents) when wal ki ng and the additiona
influx of cars puts peoples safety at risk

Provi di ng new pedestrian and cycle routes within the new devel opnent
does not help the chall enges around the wi der village.

The chosen | ocation hosts a wide range of wildlife and greenery
which will be dramatically inpacted by the devel opnent. | ncl udi ng

t he

renoval of hedgerows.e area, the water will need to go sonewhere and
the concern is that this will result in flooding the surrounding
properties and roads. The assunption that the existing ditch network
can cope is just not realistic. Broadwater Lane regularly floods and
has caused issues for several of the properties on that road. The
detail ed report provided already by M A A Butler covers this in far
nore detail and should NOT be ignored.

The regul ar flooding al so has a huge inpact on the drai nage and
sewage as the |ocal punping stations are already running at capacity
and

Thanes water has not conmitted to any upgrades or increase in
capacity. The properties on Lodge road (as well as other areas
surroundi ng the proposed devel opnent area) regularly have issues
with the drains being backed up caused by surface water overwhel ni ng
t he punping station neaning we cannot flush toilets, use washing
machi nes or shower as the water has nowhere to go. Addi ng anot her
100 houses into the network will nean that the issues we already
experience will happen nore often and will |ikely be worse

When | | ook through the application and conpare it to the previously
rejected plans, there are a nunber of "bribes" on offer which are
uncomrtted, require buy in fromthird parties and are highly
unlikely to be inplenented.

Re-routing the existing bus through the new devel opnent whil st on
the ot her hand proposing a private bus service is | aughable. Wy
woul d the bus conpany agree to this if a private service is being
of fered which will take away their custoners. The proposed private
service al so



makes no sense on nany other |ayers. Wiy would new residents fund a
service which they are unlikely to use (along with the other
resident funded facilities being suggested). Not everybody comutes
by train into London or the surrounding towns, and the chance of
any of the fanmlies getting their children into the Piggot school
unl ess they already have siblings there are highly unlikely given
this year's allocations in which no new places were allocated.

Adding a cycle lane into Twyford again nakes no sense. From a
personal |ived experience, drivers regularly flout the existing
speed limt between Hurst and Twyford and are happy to overtake and
i gnore the current hatched road narKkings.

Suggesting that the pavenent be wi dened through the village is
conpletely unrealistic without turning the road into a single | ane
carriageway. As can be seen by anybody who knows the village, the
residents along the main road already have limted parking since ble
yellow lines were introduced at the end of Tape Lane and renoving
addi ti onal space to park is not only unfair on the residents but
woul d sinply nove the parking problem el sewhere. There have al ready
been nunerous reported incidents of cars being danaged and witten
of f due to inconsiderate and dangerous driving through the village.

As we have seen with previous applications which have been granted,
this application states that "All matters reserved except for neans
of access". So in reality, what are the devel opers actually
conmitting to. W sawrecently with the sawpit devel opnent t hat
devel opers apply for one thing, build whatever they like (bigger
taller homes with nore roons) and retrospectively apply for

perm ssion on the hope that the council then sinply puts a tick in
the box. Please let's not let this happen again!



