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COWENTS:

I wish to strongly object to the major planning application of the
proposed redevel opnent of Thanesfield Retirenent Village, submitted
by Retirement Villages G oup (RVG.

The proposal to denolish an existing single-storey building and
replace it with a three storey devel opnent, close to the boundary of
Renmenham Row, directly overl ooking houses 1-5 Renenham Row, has
been made without due consideration to those residents and to our
conmunity as a whol e.

Primarily, those nost affected in houses 1-5 would have their living
roons, bathroonms and bedroons directly overl ooked fromthe w ndows
and bal conies of this ill advised proposal by RVG This intrusion on
their privacy would be extrenely invasive and highly inappropriate
for the given setting and environnent of the hones involved. It
woul d

further have a direct and significant detrinental inpact on all the
resi dents at Renenham Row using the anenities of the grounds
surroundi ng their properties.

The proposal in question shows no consideration to the inpact on the
nei ghbouring properties at Renmenham Row. The bul k and scale of this
proposed building far exceeds the current building, which it is
replacing. It would have a significant detrinental inpact on the
appearance of the site fromthe prospective of not only Remenham
Row, but also fromthe river and properties on the Oxfordshire bank
in

Henl ey- on- Thanes.

For those living in the Renenham Row properties nost affected by the
proposed devel opnent, not only would their properties be directly
over |l ooked, but the anount of sunlight their properties and gardens
receive would be greatly further reduced. The height of the three
storey proposal by RVG and its proxinmty would takeaway significant
anounts of daylight to the front of these properties. Furthernore,
the separation distance of the proposed three storey devel opnent is
only 20 neters fromthe nei ghbouring hones at Renenham Row. This is
significantly less than the required 30 neter separation distance,
as set out in the Council Design Guide (RL6), for schenes that

i ntroduce devel opnent over two storey height.

It is also worth nentioning that, with the greater nmass of building
and housing so close to Renenham Row, there woul d added noi se

di sturbance fromthe nei ghbouring properties should the proposed

pl ans go ahead.

The proposal is in a Conservation Area and so great care should be
taken to nmake sure najor applications, such as this one, are
scrutinized closely as to the inpact of the bulk and mass of the
devel opnent on the surroundi ng environnent and vi sual appearance of
the area fromboth sides of the river. In this case the proposal is
vastly excessive in inpact on the environnent and on the visua



appearance in proportion to the site. The size and scal e of the
proposal, if allowed, may set a dangerous president for future
devel opnents of this type in the Conservation Area.

Prior to this application being subnmtted, RVG held a consultation
nmeeting at Thanesfield Retirenent Village on 16th COct ober 2024. Very
little, if any, effort was made to communicate this with residents
at Renenham Row. It was only by chance, at very short notice, that
Remenham Row residents discovered it was taking place, so nany of us
were not able to attend. Little effort has be made by the RVG
architects to take into consideration of the inpact the proposed
devel opnent woul d have fromthe perspective of the nei ghbouring
properties.

On 10th Decenber 2024, a presentation was nade by RVG architect, M
Jack Sterling, at the Renenham Parish Council neeting. There was
tech nical problens with getting the presentation on the screen

whi ch del ayed the neeting. He was not able to answer basic question
regardi ng the hei ght and scope of the proposed devel opnent. This
shows a | ack of proper preparation and considerati on of the concerns
of the potential inpact to the neighbouring residents and it's

i mpact on their properties.

Overall the character and appearance of the proposed building is not
in keeping with the surrounding area. The materials used, it height,
bul k, scale, mass in relation to the nei ghbouring buildings and
appearance fromboth the Oxfordshire and Berkshire side of the
Thanes is not suitable in the setting of a Conservation Area. It is
for all the above reasons that | strongly object to the planning
application

subnitted



