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COWENTS:

| amwiting to formally object to the planning application for the
construction of 420 houses in Spencers Wod. Wiile | acknow edge the
need for new housing, | have serious concerns regarding the inpact
of this developnent on the local infrastructure, particularly in
relation to traffic congestion, road capacity, and cycling
provisions. Below, | outline my objections in nore detail:

1. Increased Traffic Congestion

Spencers Wod and its surroundi ng area al ready experience
significant traffic congestion, particularly during peak hours. The
addition of 420 houses will inevitably lead to an increase in the
nunber of vehicles on already overl oaded | ocal roads. The current
road network is unable to accommodate this increased traffic flow
The j our ney

tinmes by car at rush hour to the M4 are often around 40 nminutes in

winter. | have requested bus tine data from Readi ng Bus Conpany, but
this will not be with nme before the deadline. If | receive this
data, | should Iike to further subnmt it if possible. Wen | take
the bus in wnter, the 7.30 bus often takes over 1 hour to reach
Readi ng

station; this is a barely feasible commute as it is.

2. Lack of Scope for Road Wdening

As above, Basingstoke Road is not able to cope with the additiona
traffic that would result fromsuch a | arge housi ng devel opnent. In
many areas, the roads are already at capacity, and there is linited
scope to widen or inprove themdue to existing infrastructure
constraints, such as residential properties, green spaces, and

envi ronnent al considerations. Wthout significant investnent in road
upgrades, which are unlikely given the constrai ned space, there is a
real risk that traffic congestion will worsen, |eading to negative

i npacts on local residents and busi nesses.

3. I nadequate Cycling Infrastructure

| usually cycle from Spencers Wod to Reading for work. This route
al ong Basi ngst oke Road is dangerous in heavy traffic. My partner
would like to cycle to work (about 2.5 niles away), but does not
feel safe doing so down Basingstoke Road. The connection of the
cycle path to the notorway crossing is poorly signed and not

wel | -designed. In this regard, any provision of cycling
infrastructure within the proposed devel opnment will not result in a
devel opnent from which residents will be able to safely cycle to
nearby anmenities; and is therefore largely useless.

4. Lack of public transport

Mortinmer station, being the nearest station is not connected to
Spencers Wod by public transport at all, and there is no safe
cycling route which woul d be acceptable for secondary school age
children, especially in Wnter. The obvious conclusion fromthis is
the addition of around 420 cars at rush hour each day, further
reduci ng the appeal of active travel and adding to congestion



| have further objections but in the interests of brevity and
consi dering the nunber of subm ssions that you have received, | wll

not raise them here.

Thank you for considering nmy objections.



