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COMMENTS:

Woul d you pl ease register ny objection to this planning application
for the foll owi ng reasons

1. Transport

The report prepared by Abley Letchford in support of this
application denonstrates that the application conplies with al
necessary

standards, however | would like to draw your attention to the
fol | owi ng:

- The footway al ong the B3349 to the nearest bus stop in The Street
is very narrow, badly overgrown and becones a grass verge near the
junction with The Street. The report indicates that inprovenents
will be made but | could find no details of this. Even if

i nprovenents are nmade it will still be necessary for pedestrians to
cross the B3349 in order to access the bus stop fromthe site and as
the report says this is a road with currently 496 novenents per hour
at an average speed of 37nph. Pedestrian access to and fromthe
site will in nmy opinion be dangerous in the extrene.

- \Wiilst there are apparently adequate sighting |ines around the
entrance to the site this section of the B3349 neanders and there
are a nunber of blind bends; other road users will be badly

i npacted if they suddenly encounter slow noving lorries in the
vicinity of the site. The Council will also be aware that lorry
access to Charlton Lane (just along fromthe site entrance) has
been restricted and of course a lorry denolished our bridge over
the Ri ver Bl ackwater

recently causing considerable inconvenience. This area is just not
suitable for HGV s

2. Fl ood Ri sk/ Drai nage

The report prepared by LK Consult in support of this application
indicates that there is mnimal risk of flooding on the site -
unsurprising, as it is in an elevated position when conpared to the
surroundi ng area. They suggest that nost of the surface water will
drain in a Westerly direction towards the River Loddon, however they
al so point out (para2.6 refers) that sone existing drai nage

ditches flow in an Easterly direction. This is towards the centre
of

Swal lowfield village and through to the River Blackwater. As a
resident of The Street | can attest to the volune of water which

al ready drains off the B3349 follow ng the sl ope down The Street
towards the river. This is evidenced by the erosion of the road
edge on The Street near the junction with the B3349 and this will
only get worse if the devel opnent proceeds.

The report also states that sewerage will be handled within the
exi sting sewerage systemat Wvols Court Farmwhat is not clear is
how their sewerage systemfits into the village network. The
Counci |

will be aware that the general sewerage systemin Swallowfield is
extrenely fragile indeed it stopped working conpletely a few weeks
ago and the entire village relied upon a fleet of tankers renoving



sewerage to prevent it discharging into watercourses and backing up
i nto peopl es hones.

3. Econonic

The report prepared by Lichfield Consultants in support of this
application acknow edges that this proposal contradicts your own
Economi ¢ Strategy which is to direct the majority of enpl oynent
opportunities to Core Enploynment Areas with only linited enpl oynent
directed to rural devel opnents. In mtigation they suggest that
the proposal will add to the "sustainability" of Swallowfield Parish
but they do not indicate what this nmeans or howit will be
acconplished. It is clear that this application does not conply with
your own

econom ¢ strategy for Wkingham and on that basis al one should be
rej ected.

4. General

If have limted this section to one issue only, nanely "pollution"
Swal lowfield is a rural community and if this devel opnent proceeds
as outlined the residents will all suffer from

Li ght pollution

Noi se pol lution

Air pollution



