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1 ARBORICULTURAL STATEMENT 

1.1 LandArb Solutions Ltd visited the site at Heathlands Riding Est, Heathlands Road, 

Wokignham, on the 30th April 2025. Individual present on site: David Paginton CMLA, 

Dip Arb L4, M.Arbor.A. 

1.2 A tree survey schedule and survey plan are in appendix 1. 

1.3 A tree retention and loss plan is in appendix 2. 

1.4 Tree protection plans are in appendix 3.  

1.5 The site proposals are in appendix 4. 

1.6 The relevant trees were surveyed and a tree survey and protection plan produced. 

Arboricultural Resource 

1.7 The site relates to several small areas of land enclosed by mature trees, in the wider 

ownership of the public house. 

1.8 The small manicured grass area immediately south east of the pub has several 

mature trees located on the western boundary adjacent a stream/ditch and opposite 

the seating area of the pub. To the north are several mature trees also at the edge of 

a ditch, with two trees growing internally to the field. There are boundary trees to the 

south which form the edge of a wider wooded area. The manicured grass field is 

delineated by a post and rail fence, with a more naturalistic paddock area enclosed 

by mature tree boundary vegetation to the north, east and west. 

1.9 Site photos are set out on the following pages. 
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Statutory Tree Protection 

1.10 The Wokingham Council online mapping (accessed 06.05.25) shows the site is not 

within a conservation area and that none of the trees are subject to a TPO. The 

Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association online mapping (accessed 06.05.25) 

shows there are no ancient, aged or veteran trees identified on site or within close 

proximity. 

Proposals (Appendix 4) 

1.11 The proposals are for residential development with associated access and 

landscaping, as shown on the architects site layout.   

Tree Removals (Appendix 2) 

1.12 The proposals require the loss of T6-C1, T8-C1, T1-B1 and T3-B1. 

1.13 T6 was observed to have major deadwood in the crown, fungus at the base, a 

thinning canopy, a dead limb to the west and to be suppressed. Its loss is considered 

justifiable on the grounds of its condition and its loss is not considered a constraint to 

development. T8-C1 is a suppressed small holly tree growing at the edge of the site. 

It has bark damage at the base and a suppressed poor form. Its loss is not 

considered a constraint to development. 

1.14 T1-B1 and T3-B1 are both mature Oak trees, with abscised branches, large canopies 

and minor deadwood. Their retention in the current layout would not be practical that 

in the current arrangement, T3-B1 would entirely occupy the gardens of plot 5 and 

large parts of plot 6, making them heavily overshadowed and give rise to major 

overbearing effects, as well as requiring tree work and being in an unsustainable 

location in the current layout arrangement. T1-B1 would require initial tree works to 

create space between plot 9 and the tree, and require ongoing tree works, as well as 

likely giving rise to overbearing effects so close to the rear elevation of plot 9. 
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1.15 The removal of both trees to facilitate the layout will trigger a requirement for 

replacement planting to mitigate their removal, as part of a landscape plan provided 

as part of the application. 

Tree Protection (Appendix 3) 

1.16 A tree protection plan has been prepared for both the demolition phase and the 

construction phase. 

1.17 Demolition Plan – for the most part, existing site boundary fencing provides protection 

to existing retained trees located on the boundaries, as does existing hard surfacing 

which will act as ground protection whilst clearing the site and existing buildings.  

1.18 Construction protection plan – Existing boundary fencing protects the stems and 

canopies of G5 and G7 which are located off site. Existing fencing also protects the 

edge of W10. Heras barriers will be installed in advance of site construction activities 

commencing, and remain in place until all site works are completed. Heras barriers 

will be positioned in the alignments shown on the construction protection plan. 

1.19 In respect of T2-B1, secondary barrier positions are sown as well as two areas of 

sensitive working. The primary barriers will be re aligned to the secondary positions 

once most of the other site works are completed, to allow space to install the path 

and parking areas adjacent the tree.  

1.20 Within the areas of sensitive working, roots of any size shall be cut back cleanly using 

sharp cutting tools to the edge of the area required. No diggers are to be used to 

clear these areas and potentially rip out roots. The area beneath the tree is already 

heavily poached and churned on account of the existing land use of the site, with 

horses heavily eroding and poaching the ground within the RPA. These areas of the 

RPA subject to the sensitive working, are already disturbed and compacted, rutted by 

horse activity. It is more than likely that these small areas of the RPA don’t have any 

roots within the top surface layer of soil and within the depth required to install the 

path and parking areas. Impacts to the tree will likely be very minimal if at all. 
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Overbearing Effects 

1.21 None anticipated. 

Services 

1.22 No services information is available at the time of writing. However, there is plenty of 

space to install drainage and services without impacting retained trees.  

General Rules 

1.23 The following list of activities that must not occur within RPAs of retained trees. 

• No raising/lowering of ground levels, deposit or excavation of soil or rubble;  

• Storage of materials. 

• Machinery fuel, chemicals or other materials of any other description must be safely 

stored if required to be brought to site. There must be equipment to help clean up any 

spillages that occur, with any chemicals placed on plywood, ground guards or non-

permeable sheeting. 

• No parking/use of tracked or wheeled machinery. 

• No fixtures or fittings such as signs, cables or the like being attached to any part of a 

retained tree; 

• No mixing of cement within RPAs or soft landscape areas.  

1.24 The methods of construction set out above are proportionate to the proposals. 

1.25 Provided the measures suggested are implemented, the proposals can be installed 

without impact to retained trees. 
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APPENDIX 1: TREE SURVEY SCHEDULE AND SURVEY PLAN 
  



Stem 
Count Stem dia. (mm) RPA radius RPA area

Category 
Grading N E S W

Ht. 1st 
Br. (m) Est.

1st Br. 
Direction

Ht. Can. 
(m)

T1 Oak 17.0 1 750 9.0 255 B1 8.0 7.0 11.0 9.0 2.0 M 20+ Fair Fair
Minor deadwood, abscised branches, exposed heartwood at 

5m west, poached land at base. None at time of survey.

T2 Oak 16.0 1 800 9.6 290 B1 4.0 7.0 10.0 9.5 2.0 M 20+ Fair Fair
Lean to south, large hollow in stem at 1.5m, previous limb 
loss, suppressed to north, abscised branches, deadwood, 

poached land at base.

Detailed inspection of decay to inform possible 
tree removal.

T3 Oak 18.0 1 680 8.2 209 B1 9.0 10.0 9.0 10.0 1.5 M 20+ Fair Fair Poached land at base, minor deadwood, abscised branches. None at time of survey.

G4 Birch 15.0 1 320 3.8 46 C1 1.5 M 20+ Fair Fair
3 trees, suppressed, poached land at base, leaning stems, 

minor deadwood. None at time of survey.

G5 Goat willow, privet. 6.0 1 100 1.2 5 C1 0.0 M 10+ Fair Fair Outside site, self set scrub. None at time of survey.

T6 Lime 18.0 1 970 11.6 426 C1 3.0 7.0 7.0 3.0 2.5 M 10+ Poor Fair Major deadwood in crown, fungus at base, thinning canopy, 
a sided branches, dead limb to west.

None at time of survey.

G7 Oak, yew, lime, sycamore. 18.0 1 450 5.4 92 B1 2.5 M 20+ Fair Fair Outside site, mixed species group, ivy on stems, unable to 
access.

None at time of survey.

T8 Holly 13.0 1 450 5.4 92 C1 3.0 4.0 5.0 3.0 1.0 M 10+ Poor Fair Bark damage at base, suppressed, poor form. None at time of survey.

T9 Giant sequoia 30.0 1 1200 14.4 652 B1 5.0 5.0 6.0 4.0 3.0 M 20+ Fair Fair Off site unable access. Tall, large stem, high canopy. 
Moderate deadwood in upper crown to east.

None at time of survey.

W10
Mixed woodland, sycamore, oak, 
birch, blackthorn, holly, beech,  

lime
18.0 1 450 5.4 92 B1 1.5 M 20+ Fair Fair Unable to access. Off site mixed woodland. None at time of survey.As shown
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