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COWENTS:
bj ection to Planning Application

| wish to fornmally object to this planning application on the
grounds that it would cause significant harmto the rural character
of the area, increase flood risk, place additional pressure on

al ready constrained infrastructure, and create further traffic and
hi ghway concerns on unsuitabl e | ocal roads.

1. Harmto the Countryside and Rural Character

The proposed devel opnent is |located within open countryside and
outside the established village settlenent boundary. The site
currently forns part of the rural |andscape and contributes to the
open character of the area. Devel opnent of this field would result
in the pernmanent |oss of countryside and woul d i ntroduce an

ur bani sing formof developnent into a location that is presently
undevel oped.

This change woul d fundanentally alter the character and appearance
of the area, eroding the distinct rural setting that residents and
visitors val ue.

2. Flood Ri sk and Drai nage Concerns

There are |ongstandi ng and wel | -known fl oodi ng i ssues associ at ed
with this site and the surrounding area. Surface water flooding
regularly affects Trowes Lane, particularly during the wnter
nonths, and the site is also known to be susceptible to groundwater
fl oodi ng.

Having lived in the area for nore than 50 years, | am aware that
this land forns part of the principal natural watercourse route
carrying water from Ri seley towards the River Loddon at
Swal l owfield, via Charlton Lane and al ong the boundary of the
proposed devel opnent site. The field has historically acted as a
natural drainage area and has frequently flooded during periods of
heavy rainfall.

The introduction of housing, roads, driveways and other i nperneable
surfaces would reduce the land's ability to absorb and retain water
naturally. This could increase surface water runoff, exacerbating
exi sting fl ooding problenms on nearby roads and nei ghbouring | and.

In addition, there are concerns regarding the capacity of the |loca
sewerage network. The system has experienced difficulties in the
past and has required tanker support to nanage flows. Any increase
in

runof f or pressure on the drai nage network coul d hei ghten the risk
of sewer surcharge and pollution incidents. Gven the connection of
| ocal watercourses to the River Loddon, there is a legitimte
concern that flooding could result in contam nation being carried



downst r eam

Pl anni ng perm ssion should not be granted until robust and

i ndependently verified evidence denonstrates that both the drainage
strategy and the existing sewerage infrastructure can accomodate
the devel opnent wi thout increasing flood risk or causing

envi ronnent al

har m

3. Highway Safety and Traffic | npact

The |l ocal road network is unsuitable for the additional traffic that
this devel opnent woul d generate. Trowes Lane and ot her surroundi ng
roads are predom nantly narrow single-track rural lanes with linted
opportunities for vehicles to pass safely.

An increase in traffic would inevitably |ead to:

* More frequent vehicle conflicts on narrow sections of road.

* | ncreased congestion and del ays as vehicles wait for passing
opportunities.

* (reater risk of accidents involving cars, cyclists, horse riders
and pedestri ans.

* Additional danage and deterioration to road edges and verges
caused by vehicles attenpting to pass one anot her

* Reduced accessibility for energency service vehicles, refuse
collection vehicles and agricultural traffic.

* | ncreased noise, disturbance and | oss of rural tranquillity for
exi sting residents.

These roads were not designed to accomobdate the level of traffic
associated with a residential devel opnent and there is no realistic
scope for significant highway inprovenents without further harmto
the rural environnent.

Concl usi on

For the reasons outlined above, the proposed devel opnent woul d
result in the loss of valuable countryside, harmthe rural character
of the area, increase flood and drainage risks, place further strain
on an already stressed sewerage network, and generate additiona
traffic on unsuitable single-track rural roads.

| therefore respectfully request that planning perm ssion be
ref used.



