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DATE SUBM TTED : 23/06/2025

COWENTS:

Dear Pl anni ng Departnent,

| amwiting to formally | odge ny objection to the proposed
application (Planning Application Nunber: 251310). It totally
contravenes the vision and objectives set out in Arborfield and

Bar kham Nei ghbour hood Pl an.

(1) - It is not a 'plan for the community by the comunity' - The
submitted plan is by a 'for profit' Organisation making the nost of
their acquired | and asset.

(2) - ldentity and Rural Setting:

(a) PCLICY | RS1 PRESERVATI ON OF THE SEPARATI ON OF SETTLEMENTS -

The proposed application does not preserve the character and
appearance of the Haml et of Farley HIl. Further, the natura
separation of settlenments provided by A327 will be eroded away with
yet another |arge housi ng devel opnent.

(c) PCLICY | RS2: RECOGNI SE, RESPECT AND PRESERVE THE | DENTI TY AND
RURAL SETTI NG OF SETTLEMENTS - Wth such a |l arge scal e housing

Devel oprment and duplication of sonme of the services that are already
available in Arborfield Geen SDL, the identity and rural settings
of Farley H Il Hamlet will be lost. It is also hard to see how the
scal e and density of the proposed devel opnment will not have an
adverse inpact on the biodiversity of the proposed site.

(c) PCLICY | RS3 PROTECTI ON AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE NATURAL

ENVI RONVENT AND GREEN SPACES - It is hard to imagi ne how a

devel opnment of the this scale and density will enhance the natura
envi ronnent and green spaces that the residents of Farley Hil

Ham et cherish. Mreover, whether the proposed devel opnent achi eves
a Net Gain in Biodiversity and whether adequate regard has been
applied to the Westwood Copse, a designated Local Wldlife Site.
(d) PCLICY | RS4 PROTECTI ON AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE HI STORI C
CHARACTER OF THE AREA - There is no nmitigation in the proposed plan
how the historic character will be protected and sustained, |et

al one enhanced.

(3) Appropriate Devel opnent

(a) PCLICY AD1 NEW DEVELOPMENT W THI N DEVELOPMENT LIM TS - The
application is a proposed unpl anned devel opnent on a greenfield site
in the countryside and should be rejected in principle due to the
countryside location being outside of settlenment boundaries. Key
part of a decision to refuse plans for 111 new hones in Arborfield
is even nore pertinent in this case: "This planning application
tries to

circunvent, through timng, the inplenentation of the new Local Plan
Update which is currently in process."

(b) PCLICY AD2 PRI ORI TI SE HOUSI NG FOR LOCAL NEEDS - The

application is for unplanned devel opnent with very little mitigation
for

sustainability. The application does cite a figure of 40% of

af f ordabl e housing but there is no real tangible evidence of
affordability and howit neets the needs of the |local conmunities of
the parishes of Swallowfield, Aborfield, Barkham or Finchanstead.
(c) PCLICY AD3 HI GH QUALI TY DEVELOPMENT W TH GENEROUS OPEN SPACE
AND PROPERLY LANDSCAPED - It is hard to i magi ne how a devel opnent
of this scale and density will be a substitute for the existing



generous open spaces and the character of the natural |andscape that
is currently in place.
(d) PCLICY AD4 ADDRESS LOCAL FLOOD RI SK MANAGEMENT - TBD

(4) Getting Around.

(a) PCLICY GA1 M NI M SE ADDI TI ONAL TRAFFI C ON UNSUI TABLE ROADS - A
key part of the decision to refuse plans for 111 new hones in
Arborfield is even nore pertinent in this case: "The application
site is within an unsustainable |ocation that would not encourage a
nodal shift towards sustainabl e nodes of transport, by reason of the
countryside location outside of settlenent limts, distances to
facilities and services and poor quality of the local wal king

envi ronnent . "

(b) PCLICY GA2 | MPLEMENT LOCAL NETWORK OF GREEN ROUTES FOR

NON- MOTORI SED USERS - The Haml et of Farley H Il and the i mediate
surrounding area is well served with public footpaths and bridle
paths. These are in daily use and enjoyed by Horse riders, Dog

Wal kers, Runners, Cyclists, etc.. The 'urbanisation' of the Farley
H 1l hamlet with a potential doubling of the residence, will have a
detrinental effect on the tranquility and quality of rural life
enj oyed by residence.

(c) PCLICY GA3 PUBLI C TRANSPORT | MPROVEMENTS W TH LONG TERM
VIABILITY - Public transports inprovenents are very inportant but
again they should be for areas designated in Nei ghbourhood Pl an as
future settlenment and not for unplanned devel opnent.



