PLANNI NG REF » 251310
PROPERTY ADDRESS : Shaw Cott age

Bunces Shaw Road, Farley Hill, Reading, Berkshire
. RG7 1WU
SUBM TTED BY : Ms Lisa Scarlett
DATE SUBM TTED : 23/06/2025
COWENTS:
I formally request that Woki ngham Borough Council issue a positive

Screening Qpinion, confirnmng that a full and conprehensive
Envi ronnmental | npact Assessnent is required for application 251310
before it can be lawfully deterni ned.

Firstly, the title of the application is msleading in that it
states that the land at Blackcroft Farmis in Arborfield. The
proposed

devel opnent site is, in fact, in the hamet of Farley HIl. The
address of Blackcroft Farmis Church Road, Farley H Il RG7 1UJ.
Further, a retrospective planning application for devel opnent at
Bl ackcroft Farm which was refused in April last year (Planning
Ref. 232315), listed the site address as Farley Hill.

The above application was for the change of use of Blackcroft Farm
fromAgricultural to vehicle and industrial storage and the
subsequent appeal (ref APP/ X0360/W 24/3351397) was di snmi ssed on

17 March 2025. The current proposal for Bl ackcroft Farm seeks to not
only expand Bl ackcroft Farm Industrial Estate, but to add a nmjor

ur ban

lopnent in a rural setting. The substantial increase in storage

ar eas/ busi nesses using the Bl ackcroft Farmsite has already resulted
in large uplift in vehicle novenents in this unsustainable
Countryside location that fails to maintain the high quality of the
surroundi ng environnent.

The environnental inpact of this devel opnent includes, but is not
limted to, the foll ow ng:

Val ued and Rural Landscape: The ham et of Farley Hll is a

desi gnated Area of Special Character located within a rura

| andscape. Woki ngham Bor ough Council's Landscape and Green
Infrastructure Strategy references the 'Farley H Il Val ued Landscape
Assessnent' and confirns the site lies within the 'Farley H Il Sand
and Gravel Hills' Landscape Character Area, which is noted for its
"secl uded, renote character".

Anci ent Whodl and: the proposed site contains two areas of designated
Anci ent Whodl and: Westwood Copse and C aypits Wod. These are al so
identified as Habitats of Principal |nportance. Ancient Wodland is
an irreplaceabl e habitat, and its presence alone neans the site is
environnental ly sensitive.

Proximty to Nationally and Internationally Inportant Sites: The
devel opnent site lies just 600mfromthe Thanes Basin Heath Speci al
Protection Area (SPA) and is located within the SSSI |npact Risk
Zone for Branshill SSSI

Finally, construction is one of the nost polluting industries. The
proposed devel opnent will be in contravention of Wki ngham Bor ough
Council's dinmate Energency Action Plan.



Afull EIAis the only appropriate nechanismto assess these risks.



