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COWENTS:
Formal Comment on Application No. 251088 - Tree Wrks at 30 Henl ey
Wod Road

Dear Planning Oficer,

| amwiting in response to Planning Application No. 251088
regardi ng proposed works to two nmature Ash trees located at 30
Henl ey Wod Road, which | own. | wish to raise serious concerns
about this application, which contains several inaccuracies,
exaggerated clainms, and msleading justifications.

First and forenost, | was not consulted in advance about this
application, nor did | consent to the proposed works. The trees are
on ny land and are protected under TPO 1614-2017. The applicant
submitted this application unilaterally, with no attenpt at prior

di al ogue beyond a brief and reactive exchange once the process was
al ready underway.

The claimthat the trees have not been pruned in over a decade is
denonstrably false. They were |ast professionally pruned on 1
February 2016, and | have recei pts and photographic records to
verify this. At that tine, the arborist's professional advice was
t hat

further intervention could be detrinental to the trees' health and
stability.

The application franes aesthetic and conveni ence-based reasons
such as grass not growing well or the desire for nore |ight under
the guise of safety concerns. Wiile | take safety seriously, the
incidents described (e.g. gazebo danage) have not been raised
with nme

previously, and there is no independent arboricultural report to
support the proposed 20% crown reduction or other works.

G ven the age and nmaturity of these trees (over 70 years old),
have conmi ssioned an updated survey by an i ndependent tree
consul tant the sane individual who contributed to the National Tree

Saf ety
Group's Common Sense Ri sk Managenent of Trees guidance. This
assessnent is scheduled for 15 May 2025, and | intend to submit a

bal anced, evi dence-based proposal in accordance with its findings.
The i ndependent assessnent will be carried out by:

Al ex Needs BA (Hons) M CFor (Chartered) RCArborA MArborA
Director & Principal Consultant

Holt Arboriculture - Tree Consul tancy

Tel : 01252 280256 / 07886 653388

Emai | : al ex@ol tarb. co. uk

Website: www. hol tarb. co. uk

Holt Arboriculture Linmted - Reg No.: 15381003



| therefore respectfully request that the council del ays any
decision on this application until this survey is conpleted and can
be

consi dered. These trees are not only ecologically inportant and
structurally sound but also potentially genetically significant, as
t hey show no signs of ash dieback

Finally, I will be submtting this fornmal coment along with an
emai|l trail docunenting ny conmmunications and position on this
matter to ensure a full and accurate context is avail able.

Thank you for your attention to this serious concern. | amconnitted
to working constructively with the council to ensure responsible and
proportionate tree nmanagenent.

Ki nd regards,

Tanezi n Mor phy

Owner, 30 Henl ey Wod Road
Emai | : t nor phy@ahoo. co. uk
Phone: 07900 902097

Email trail w th nei ghbour.

Dear Steve,

Thank you for your emmil. | realise | responded quite quickly
before, and I'd like to take a nonent to clarify ny perspective nore
t houghtful ly.

The Ash trees are extrenely inportant to nme not only for their

ecol ogi cal value and the habitat they provide, but also because they
were one of the main reasons | fell in love with this property when
| purchased it in 2011. These nmature trees have stood for over 70
years, and | feel a strong responsibility to protect them

My initial response was enotional, partly because your enmmil cane as
a surprise, but nore nore inportantly as |I'm genui nely concerned
about the potential inpact of a 20% crown reduction on the trees'
long-termhealth. | fully understand the inportance of safety, and
I'd like to find a solution that addresses any valid concerns

wi thout risking harmto these val uable and historic trees.

To that end, |'ve arranged for an i ndependent tree consultant to
updat e the conprehensive tree survey | conmm ssioned in 2013. |f
their assessnent recommends any work, | will subnit the appropriate
application to the council. | believe an independent evaluation is

essential, as consultants offer an inpartial perspective unli ke
tree surgeons, who nay have a financial interest in reconmending
work. The consultant |'ve engaged contributed to the National Tree
Safety Group's publication The Conmon Sense Ri sk Managenent of
Trees, which was devel oped:

"in response to growi ng concerns regardi ng the unnecessary felling
of trees. It ainms to devel op an approach that is proportionate to
the actual risks fromtrees and recogni ses the inportance of trees
to society and the natural environnent."



This survey represents a significant financial commtnent, but it
reflects ny determination to protect these trees which likely
pre-date both our properties from unnecessary intervention

Not abl y, they may be genetically significant, as they have not shown
signs of ash dieback

I'd also like to correct a detail in your application, which states
the tree has not been pruned in over ten years. In fact, the trees
were surveyed in 2013 and professionally worked on on 1 February
2016, and | have receipts to verify this. The feedback at the tine
was that the trees were best left untouched to preserve their health
and structural integrity.

As |'ve now seen the application you subnitted to the council, |
will be submtting my own fornal comments in response, along with a
copy of this email and the earlier correspondence for context.
believe it's inportant that the council has a conplete and accurate
pi cture before naking any deci sion

Thank you for your understanding. | hope we can work together
constructively with the council to determ ne the nost responsible
and sustai nabl e way forward.

Tanzin

On Tuesday 6 May 2025 at 19:10:01 BST, Steve Hind

<st evehi nd@ahoo. con» wrote:

H Tanzin

Di sappointed with your response on this as its a safety issue, so
being a parent | thought you woul d under st and.

Qobviously as you are the owner with the duty of care if anyone does
get hurt will prosecute you for negligence. Anyway |let's hope the
council are nore caring and sensible

Wwn't contact you again

Regar ds

St eve

Yahoo Mail: Search, organise, conquer

On Tue, 6 May 2025 at 18:55, Tanein Morphy

<t nor phy @ahoo. co. uk> wrot e:

Trees are safest when they are not nessed with. Utimately the
decision is with the council and | will comunicate with them
direct.

Pl ease don't contact ne further on this.

Tanein



Sen t from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

On Tuesday, May 6, 2025, 16:29, Steve Hind <stevehi nd@ahoo. conr
wr ot e:

Addi ng attachnent

On Tuesday 6 May 2025 at 16:26:45 BST, Steve Hind
<st evehi nd@ahoo. conr» wrote:

H Tanzin

I"mjust about to apply to th e council to prune / nmintain the Ash
tree overhangi ng our garden. It's got quite a | ot of deadwood now up
in the canopy, that needs renoving for safety

I've attached the request, so you can have a quick | ook through
obvi ously getting your perm ssion would be really helpful to ne as
the tree is in your property. The tree surgeons who woul d do the
work don't need access to your property to renove the deadwood

I don't know what the second tree |ooks Iike fromyour side, but if
you are wanting to get that pruned so it's all done as a single job,
I''m happy to have a chat and put you in touch with our tree surgeon
Thanks

St eve

PS - Just so you are aware |'mfully deaf, hence using email rather
t han poppi ng around



