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COWENTS:

| respectfully request that Wki ngham Borough Council undertakes a
full Environnmental |npact Assessnent given the significant inpact
any further devel opnent of Bl ackcroft Farm (pl anning application
232315) will have on biodiversity, traffic increase, and character
of a high-quality | andscape area (LCA).

Application 232315 has been subnitted by a for-profit |and pronotion
conpany based in Bristol, Rubix Land. It has no sensitivity to the
| ocal Arborfield and Bar kham Nei ghbourhood Plan or the identity and
rural setting of the hanlet of Farley Hill. It is also msleading
to suggest that Blackcroft Farmis in Arborfield when the address of
the industrial estate is Church Road, Farley HII. There are
several conpanies based at this site who also list their address as
Church Road, Farley Hill.

There are several sites allocated for urbanisation in this area,
Arborfield SDL is already one of four strategic devel opnent

| ocati ons defined by Wki ngham Borough Council to take the bul k of
new housi ng devel opnent in the borough over the period to 2027.
Currently the settlenents in the area are naturally separated by the
A327 fromthe Arborfield Green SDL. Pl anni ng application 232315
for further

devel opnent of Bl ackcroft Farm sets a dangerous precedent for the
ontinued expansi on of Arborfield into a protected | andscape,
specifically eroding the character and appearance of the hanl et of
Farley Hill.

There are several protected aspects of the | andscape within 'Land at
Bl ackcroft Farm, such as Ancient woodl and and TPCs and the site is
in the | andscape character area known as 'Farley Woded Sand and
Gravel Hill. The presence of Wstwood Copse al one neans the site is
environnental ly sensitive and requires a full Environnmental |npact
Assessnent. Regardl ess of the anpbunt of care a construction conpany
t akes, these aspects of the countryside will be destroyed.

It is also notable that a nuch snaller, retrospective, planning
application for expansion of the Blackcroft Farmindustrial zone was
ref used by Woki ngham Borough Council on appeal earlier this year on
a nunber of issues, including environnental (ref

APP/ X0360/ W 24/ 3351397). The addition of 650 dwellings and an
expansi on of Blackcroft FarmlIndustrial site will nmagnify the

i nappropri ateness of this proposed devel opnent.

It is also notable that a significant anount of the housing that is
pl anned in the borough is already earnmarked for this area and if the
Envi ronnment al | npact Assessnent does not take this into account, it
al so sets a precedent for this area to be swanped with further

devel opnents whi ch are whol | y unsustai nabl e.



