PLANNI NG REF . 242067
PROPERTY ADDRESS : The Gabl es
: Wards Cross, Hurst, Berkshire

: RG10 ODS
SUBM TTED BY : M Nck WIlson
DATE SUBM TTED : 19/09/2024

COWENTS:
| amwiting to object to the application to build 99 houses on Land
Bet ween Lodge Road and Tape Lane Hurst RGLO OEG

This application cones after the original applications for 200 new
houses was turned down at appeal (APP/X0360/W 22/3309202). The
reaso ns for objecting to such a |arge-scal e devel opnent, in a

| ow-density, green belt area remain clear and are backed by

Woki ngham Councils detail ed response prior to dismnissing the

previ ous appeal

In the latest application, the applicant has gone to great |engths
to address sone of the objections and points nade at appeal but, has
essentially avoided responsibility for mtigating the risks, with no
conmitnent or tinmeline for resolving the issues around public
transport, traffic (car) managenent, safe wal king routes, cycle
paths, local anenities, and fl ood managenent.

For exanple, in the |I-transport Framework Travel Plan, the author
wor ks hard to show that nmany of the objections relating to transport
i ncluding inprovenent of public transport provision, footpaths,
cycle paths, and car managenent can be sinply solved by "upgrades”
t hrough footpath w dening, curb changes, and additional signage

t hroughout the village. What the report doesn't say is howthis

wi || consune already narrow road surface and inpact the surroundi ng
street scene. The devel oper has indicated that nuch of the works
will rely on third parties to facilitate (ie. Reading Buses for

i mproved bus services, WBC for public highway works, etc.). This

is unsatisfactory and will soon be forgotten if the application is
appr oved.

By contrast, the new Local Plan (Update 2023-2040) establishes a
strategy to provide nuch of the Borough's housing need over the next
few years without the destruction of existing villages. Loddon
Vall ey Garden Village for exanple, is a ground up green-belt

devel opnent which will incorporate sustainabl e devel opnent for 3,900
hones, the opportunity for new schools and services, and "desi gned
in" travel links to encourage pedestrians and cyclists, and fewer
car journeys to work and school

It seens to ne that the developer is trying to squeeze a | arge-scal e
devel opnent into a village that has neither the infrastructure or
accessibility to support such a devel opnent. Muich snaller

devel opnent clusters such as the recent Nursery Gardens devel opnent
of 16 houses, put nore than enough strain on services, but that
devel opnent was at least within the brown-field devel opnent

envel ope. This large-scale application on green-field land is

hi ghly inappropriate and should be

ref used.



Yours sincerely,

Nick WIIlson



