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COWENTS:

bj ection to Planning Application 252595

Site: Land off School Road, Barkham

I wish to object to this application for the foll owi ng reasons.

1. Loss of Countryside and Separation Between Vill ages

The | and proposed for devel opnent forns part of the open countryside
that currently separates Barkham from Arborfield. This green buffer
is inportant in nmaintaining the individual character of both

vill ages. Devel opnent of this site would begin to erode that
separation and set a precedent for further encroachnent, which is
contrary to the

i ntentions of the Barkham Nei ghbour hood Devel opnent Pl an and

Woki ngham Bor ough Council Core Strategy Policy CP11l, which seeks to
protect the countryside.

The site is not allocated for housing in the Local Plan, and
approval woul d represent increnental countryside devel opnent rather
than a planned and sustai nabl e extension to an existing settlenent.

2. Cunul ative Inpact of Devel opnent

This proposal cannot be considered in isolation. Significant

devel opnent has al ready taken place or is planned nearby, including
the recently approved 70 dwellings at the other end of School Road
and the nmuch larger schenes at Arborfield Green and proposal at Hal
Farm Taken together, these devel opnents place increasing pressure
on |l ocal roads, services and the rural environnment. This application
would add to that cunulative inpact w thout clear evidence that
supporting infrastructure is being inproved accordi ngly.

3. Highway Safety and Access

School Road was deliberately made a no-through road to nmintain
safety and its rural character. Additional traffic would be forced
to use the junction with Langl ey Conmon Road, which is al ready known
locally to be difficult and hazardous due to visibility and traffic
speeds.

Resi dents fromthe proposed devel opnment woul d need to use this
junction for nost journeys, adding vehicle novenents at a |l ocation
that already rai ses safety concerns, particularly for pedestrians
and cyclists. Wen conbined with traffic fromthe recently approved
near by devel oprment, this would naterially worsen conditions at this
j uncti on.

4. Unsustai nable Location and Infrastructure Pressure

While there is a primary school within walking distance, nost other
daily needs require travel by car. The nearest railway station is

appr oximately 2.5 mles away and is not realistically wal kable for
nost residents, and the |local bus service is infrequent and does not



serve many common destinations. As a result, public transport is not
a practical alternative for day-to-day travel

Consequently, future residents are likely to be car-dependent,
adding further pressure to local roads and infrastructure that is
al ready stretched by recent growh in the area.

5. Inpact on Wldlife and Rural Character

The field currently supports wildlife and contributes to the open
rural feel of School Road and its surroundings. Its |oss would
reduce | ocal biodiversity and pernmanently change the character of
this part of Barkham which nmany residents val ue.

Concl usi on

For the reasons above, | believe this proposal represents

i nappropriate developnment in the countryside, conflicts with the
adopt ed devel opnent plan, and fails to neet national planning policy
obj ectives relating to sustainabl e devel opnent, highway safety and
the protection of rural character

When consi dered al ongsi de recent and approved devel opnent near by,
the cunul ative inpact would be harnful and unjustified. | therefore
ask the Council to refuse planning perm ssion.



