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COWENTS:

1. Adherence to Regul atory Standards

Thi s proposed devel opnent has been evaluated fully and adheres to
all relevant planning policies, including those related to traffic,
noi se, and architectural design. Both the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) and the Equality Act 2010 safeguard the right to
establish

pl aces of worship, provided that all technical planning criteria are
met which is denonstrably the case here. Consequently, there are no
| awful or policy-based grounds to reject this application

2. Carification of M sconceptions

Several objections misrepresent the nature and scale of the proposed
nosque. Contrary to clains, this is not a |large-scal e devel opnent
but a nodest facility designed to cater to the |l ocal Miuslim
conmmuni ty. Conprehensive inpact assessnents confirmthat parking and
traffic

concerns have been effectively addressed. Allegations of

overdevel opnent lack nerit, as the design is in harnony with the
surroundi ng area and conpl enents the borough's existing diversity.
Mor eover, establishing a communal space for local Muslins wll
enhance social integration and counter divisive narratives,
reinforcing the need for such a facility.

3. Enhanced Community Integration

The nosque will function as a nulti-purpose hub, providing a space
for worship, educational initiatives, charitable activities, and
interfaith dialogue contributing positively to Wkinghanis socia
cohesion. At present, many |local Mislimresidents nust trave

out side the borough to access a place of worship, which increases
congestion and travel-related emi ssions. The provision of a |oca
facility will alleviate these challenges while fostering a nore

i nclusive and equitable community. Rejecting this proposal would be
i nconsi st ent

with the council's conmmitnent to social cohesion and equal access to
conmmunity spaces

4. Effective Traffic and Noise Mtigation

| ndependent assessnents confirmthat peak usage tines such as m dday
prayers fall outside of rush-hour periods, ensuring mnninal
disruption to traffic flow The proposed on-site parking facilities
are

sufficient to accommpdate visitor nunbers, and the design actively
pronot es sustai nable travel nethods, such as wal ki ng and
car-sharing, thereby reducing the borough's overall carbon
footprint. Conparisons to |arger nosques el sewhere are m sl eadi ng,
as this proposal is

proportionate to the needs of the | ocal community and has been
carefully planned to integrate seam essly into its surroundings.

5. Commitnent to Equity and Inclusivity
Pl anni ng deci si ons shoul d be based solely on objective, naterial
consi derations rather than subjective opinions or msconceptions.



Woki ngham has a strong reputation for being a diverse and wel coni ng
conmmunity, and approving this application would uphold those val ues.
The proposed nosque wi Il provide significant social, spiritual, and
practical benefits that far outweigh any specul ative or
unsubstanti at ed obj ecti ons.

Furthernore, just as other faith and ethnic comunities have been
granted spaces for communal and religious gatherings, it is both
reasonabl e and equitable for the Mislimcomunity to have access to
a sinmlar facility one that fosters unity, nutual understanding, and
col l ective well -being.



