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I wish to nake the follow ng observations regarding this
application: My wife and | have lived in Hurst for over 30 years.
Qur two sons went to school here. Miuch has changed in those years,
particularly with regard to traffic and flood risk, both of which
have increased visibly.

This area of Hurst has no public surface water sewers. W are

t herefore highly dependent upon a grid of drainage channels, or
ditches, for surface water drainage. These ditches have been
conpl etely neglected for the last 30 years, and in nany cases are
badly overgrown and, in sone cases (such as Hatchgate Ditch)

conpl etely bl ocked. They no | onger provide adequate surface water
drai nage. The Environnent Agency are well aware of this problem

1 FLOOD RI SK.

1.1. The Flood Ri sk Assessnent (FRA) uses an Environnent Agency
"Flood Map for Planning" where the EA states, "Your selected
location is in flood zone 3, an area with a high probability of

flooding." On the sane page it notes that the flood map the EAis
providing "...shows river and sea flooding data only. It doesn't
i nclude other sources of flooding." In other words, it shows

fluvial, but not pluvial (surface water) flooding, which is the
main flood risk in this case.

1.2 "Stormwater run-off froma hard surface is 20 tines greater
than that of a lawm." (Financial Tines 12 April 2014) This

devel opnent woul d therefore greatly increase surface water run-off.
The FRA identifies (Para 1.10) "...an underlying geol ogy of clay
(Lanbeth Group)."” This is highly inperneable and prone to surface
water retention.

1.3 The FRA states (Para 1.7) that, "A topographical survey has
been undertaken which shows the land within the site falls towards

t he

ditch which runs along the eastern side boundary."” |IT DOES NOT. The
| owest boundary el evation readi ngs are al ong the sout hern boundary.
This confirns the reality that surface water runs further south,
mainly to the gardens of 1 & 2 Nursery Close, which are lower still.
1.4 The FRA states (Para 1.8) that, "There have been no recorded
instances of historic flooding at the site..." This is true because
no-one lives "at the site."” However, in April 2023 the surface water
reached a depth of 300 nmover a |arge part of our adjacent garden
at 2 Nursery O ose (photos available). Hurst has had many reported
flood incidents, sone of these within 200m of the proposed site.
These

i ncidents are well docunented and include | ocal newspaper reports of
the fl ooding.

1.5 The FRA adnmits (Para 2.6) that, "The southern part of the site
is at risk fromsurface water flooding..." Wiilst the FRA clains to
mtigate that risk on the plot it does not mitigate risk further
south in the gardens of Nursery O ose

1.6 The FRA states (Para 3.5) that, "...all surface water run-off
fromthe proposal will be attenuated on site and di scharged at a
restricted rate into the network of ditches within the site." There



are no ditches "within the site." The only ditch available is
Hat chgate Ditch on the eastern boundary. This ditch is bl ocked.

2. FOUL WATER

2.1 The FRA states (Para 3.23) that, "The nearest foul sewer is
approxi mately 120mto the south and it is therefore not considered
reasonabl e to connect to the foul sewer."

2.2 The FRA states (Para 3.24) that, "A package treatnent plant
will therefore be provided which will discharge treated effluent to
the existing ditch." So, it is proposed that this blocked ditch
will collect both surface water and treated effluent.

2.3 The FRA DRG 6244/001 is titled "Surface and Foul Water
Proposals." It shows no foul water pipework or equi pnent proposals
what soever.

2.4 The Environnment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines PPG4
states that, "Septic tanks or package sewage treatnent plants of any
sort nust not be located in an area at risk of flooding." DRG

6244/ 002 (which understates the true flood risk) clearly shows

that Hatchgate Ditch is at risk of flooding.

2.5 The FRA quotes (Para 3.2) the Building Regulations Approved
Docunent H. These regulations (Para 1.12) state, "Packaged
treatment works discharging to a suitable watercourse will nornally
be nore economic for |arger devel opnents than septic tanks." The

i mportant word here is "SU TABLE' Hatchgate Ditch is not suitable.
It is

bl ocked.

2.6 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states in

Pl anning & Flood Ri sk, Para 182(C ) that applications nust "have
mai nt enance arrangenents in place to ensure an acceptabl e standard
of operation for the lifetine of the devel opnent." The FRA di sm sses
such

obligations in Para 3.9 with" A mai ntenance and nanagenent plan can
be secured via a suitably worded planning condition." Such

responsi bilities regarding drai nage have been entirely absent for
the last 30 years in Hurst, and there is little in this application
to suggest this will change.

3 H GHWAY SAFETY AND ACCESS CONCERNS

3.1 This proposal introduces a new vehicle access directly into
Lodge Road. The addition of so many new hones, particularly in the
Woki ngham area, has vastly increased traffic fl ow on Lodge Road over
the last ten years. This proposed devel opnent woul d i ntroduce

consi derabl e safety issues around the access area.

3.2 There are no safe or conveni ent pedestrian routes fromthe site.
Any pedestrian novenent would require i medi ate crossing of Lodge
Road, maki ng wal ki ng unsafe.

4 CONFLICT WTH 2020 APPEAL DECI SI ON ON THE SAME SI TE.

4.1 A Planning | nspector disnm ssed an appeal for residential

devel opnent of five dwellings on this site in January 2020

( APP/ X0360/ W 18/ 3194044). The Inspector identified intrinsic harns
relating to countryside incursion, |andscape character, and
settlenent separation which have not been addressed or overcone by
the current

pr oposal

This application appears to be ill-prepared and | acking in detail.
trust that these points will be carefully considered. The flood risk



in Hurst is rising, and failure to acknow edge and act upon this
wi |l have serious consequences.



