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B1 roof - Missing mortar 

Eaves Soffit boxes Condition/description 

The soffit boxes showed signs of wear, creating exterior 

crevices and access points.  

 

Suitability/access/evidence of bats 

Gaps in the soffit box were present on the southern 

elevation (highlighted in blue). 

 
B1 eaves - Gap in the soffit box 
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B1 eaves - Gap in the soffit box 

Internal void 

LV1 

Bitumen felt lining Condition/description 

The loft void LV1 had moderate condition lining, with 

some gaps (highlighted in green). 

Dimensions: ~7m wide, ~7m long and ~3m high (at 

peak) 

Temp: 19°C  

Humidity: 51% 

 

Suitability/access/evidence of bats 

No evidence of bats was identified within the loft void 

LV1.  
B1 - Internal void LV1 
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B1 - Internal void LV1 

 
B1 - Internal void LV1 hole in lining 
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Internal void 

LV2 

Bitumen felt lining Condition/description 

The loft void LV2 was in great condition with no gaps. 

Dimensions: ~3m wide, ~4m long and ~2m high (at 

peak) 

Temp: 22°C 

Humidity: 48% 

 

Suitability/access/evidence of bats 

No evidence of bats was identified within the loft void 

LV2. 

 
B1 - Internal void LV2 

Trees 

The trees on site were assessed under the Ground-Level Tree Assessment (GLTA). All potential tree features could be observed with a torch from ground level. The 

trees were considered negligible as they lacked suitable roosting features (PRF-None). 

Tree T1: Cherry 

T1 is a cherry located at SU 76483 67788. The tree has a DBH of ~35cm. 

No roosting features were identified for this tree. 
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T1 — Cherry 

Tree T2: Common Ash 

T2 is a common ash located at SU 76485 67797. The tree has a DBH of ~20cm. 

No roosting features were identified for this tree. 

 
T2 — Common Ash 

Tree T3: Common Oak 

T3 is a common oak located at SU 76481 67800. The tree has a DBH of ~25cm. 

No roosting features were identified for this tree. 

 
T3 — Tree 
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3.2 Foreseen Impacts 

Roosting habitat [Buildings] 

Building B1 will be extended for the proposed development. This could result in the destruction of any bat roosts and cause disturbance, death, or injury to bats. 

 

Roosting habitat [Trees] 

T1, T2 and T3 will be retained, and therefore no impacts to roosting bats are anticipated. 

Foraging and commuting habitat 

The proposed development will not result in the removal of any habitats which could be used by foraging or commuting bats.  

Artificial lighting 

The proposed development may lead to an increase in the amount of current lighting of surrounding habitats or the retained building without mitigation. This may 

disturb commuting bats. 

3.3 Recommendations 

Roosting habitat [Buildings] 

One bat emergence or re-entry survey is required during the active bat season (optimal May to August, suboptimal September) to confirm the presence or likely 

absence of a bat roost in the dwelling. Three survey positions are required to provide full coverage of the dwelling. Each survey position should be equipped with 

an infrared camera to determine specific roost locations.  

 

If the absence of a bat roost cannot be determined during the first visit, then further surveys will be required. If bat roosts are confirmed in the building, two 

additional surveys may be required to characterise the roost and to inform a bat licence application to Natural England. Surveys should be a minimum of three 

weeks apart. Additionally, if bat roosts are confirmed in the building, a bat licence would be required to extend B1, as this would involve the destruction of roosts. 

This is applied for with the help of a class 2 licensed bat ecologist after planning permission is granted, but before commencement of works. The licence 

application requires that surveys have been undertaken within the most recent active bat season.  

No works to the property that may block or remove potential roosting features should be carried out until the required surveys have been completed. 

Undertaking such work beforehand could unlawfully affect bats if present and may compromise the validity of the surveys and hinder the planning application 

process. 

Roosting habitat [Trees] 
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The trees will be retained. However, if the proposed plans change, then further assessment of the impacts will be required, and further surveys may be needed.  

Foraging and commuting habitat 

No further surveys are required. 

Artificial lighting 

A low-impact lighting strategy will be adopted for the site during post-development, outlining the areas to be retained as dark corridors. Parameters can be found 

on the Bat Conservation Trust website: https://www.bats.org.uk/news/2023/08/bats-and-artificial-lighting-at-night-ilp-guidance-note-update-released 

Suggested biodiversity enhancements 

Enhancements are dependent on the outcome of further surveys. 

4. FAUNA: BIRDS 

This section may include further work you will need to commission (if any) to obtain planning permission or comply with legislation for other consents. All clients are expected to read and understand 

this section, or to contact the lead surveyor for advice. 

4.1 Summary of Survey Findings 

No evidence of nesting birds was identified on the site. However, the buildings provide suitable nesting opportunities for common bird species. Due to the small 

size of the site and the extent and type of the habitats recorded, the site is not considered suitable to support a significant assemblage of protected and/or 

notable birds. 

4.2 Foreseen Impacts 

As the proposals include the extension of building B1, the development could result in the destruction or disturbance of active bird nests, leading to their 

abandonment. 



Mr Ahmet Omer 2 Rhodes Close, RG6 7XJ 

 

Preliminary Roost Assessment   | p17 

4.3 Recommendations 

Any building work should be undertaken outside the period 1st March to 31st August. If this timeframe cannot be avoided, a qualified ecologist should undertake 

an immediate close inspection of the buildings prior to the commencement of work. All active nests must be retained until the young have fledged or an ecologist 

has confirmed that the nesting attempt has concluded.  

Precautions should be taken with machinery and noise levels when working close to any retained nests to avoid disturbing nearby nesting birds during 

construction works. At least a 3-5m buffer should be created between any machinery and active nests until the young have fledged, or an ecologist has confirmed 

the nesting attempt has concluded. 

 

Suggested biodiversity enhancements 

The installation of at least one bird box on the new extension will provide additional nesting habitat for birds, e.g., Schwegler 1SP Sparrow Terrace or a similar 

alternative brand. Sparrow boxes should be positioned at the eaves of a building and can be incorporated into the building's fabric during construction. 
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APPENDIX 1: SURVEY MAP 
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APPENDIX 3: LOCATION MAP 
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APPENDIX 4: PROPOSED PLAN 

 

  




