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COWENTS:
I would like to formally object to this planning application

| have lived in this area for nearly 10 years and during that tine |
have wat ched nore and nore green space di sappear around Barkham and
Arborfield. The cumul ative inpact of devel opnent is now inpossible
to ignore. The countryside around us is steadily being eroded and
the character of the area is changi ng beyond recognition

One of the reasons people choose to live here is because Barkham and
Arborfield still feel like distinct villages separated by open
countryside. That separation is rapidly disappearing. Devel opnents
such as this are steadily forcing the villages to nerge into one
conti nuous suburban area, pernmanently destroying the rural setting
and identity that nake this part of Wki ngham speci al

What was once a rural edge between villages is steadily becom ng an
ext ended suburban corridor. The gradual urbanisation of Barkham and
Arborfield is happeni ng pi ece by piece, through devel opnents that

i ndividual ly may appear nmnageabl e but collectively are transformng
the area beyond recognition

| also find it increasingly difficult to understand how the area can
continue to be pronpted as a "garden village" while so nuch green
space is being |l ost to housing devel opnent. A genuine garden vill age
shoul d protect and prioritise green infrastructure, wildlife and
open | andscapes not replace themw th continuous | arge-scale

devel opnent.

Whil e features such as allotnents and | andscaped areas may be
presented as environnental benefits, they are not an equival ent

repl acenent for established countryside, natural habitats and open
green space. Managed recreational |and does not offset the long-term
envi ronnent al damage caused by | arge-scal e construction, habitat

| oss and the continued urbanisation of the area.

This application cannot be viewed in isolation. The cunul ative

i npact of the huge anount of devel opnent al ready approved and
proposed in the area is becom ng overwhelmng. Wth the proposed
solar farmdue to be built on the opposite side of Commonfield Lane
replacing fields where cows previously grazed yet nore open
countryside will

di sappear. Wil e renewabl e energy and housi ng both have their place,
there has to be a limt to how nuch rural |and can be | ost before
the area is fundanmentally and pernanently altered.

My concern is not just this application in isolation, but the

cunmul ative effect of continual devel opnent across Barkham and
Arborfield over many years. Residents are repeatedly told that each
i ndi vi dual devel opnent will have only a linmted inpact, yet the



overall reality on the ground tells a very different story.

Taken together, the scale of housing growth, infrastructure projects
and | oss of countryside is fundanentally changi ng the character,
capacity and environnental quality of the area. At sone point, the
cunul ative inpact itself becones unacceptabl e.

The environnental inpact of continual devel opnent is al so being
seriously underestimated. The renmi ni ng green spaces around Barkham
and Arborfield provide inportant habitats and wildlife corridors for
| ocal species, including deer which are regularly seen noving
through these fields. Every new devel opnent fragnents those habitats
further. Once this land is built on, it is gone forever

| amalso aware that Great Crested Newts have previously been
identified in this area. This becanme an issue during works to our
own property extension, where ecological considerations relating to
Great Crested Newts had to be taken into account. Their known
presence

| ocally raises serious concerns about the continued destruction and
fragmentation of wildlife habitats through repeated devel opnent.

There is also a significant bat population in the area, with bats
regul arly seen around nearby fields, trees and hedgerows,
particularly during the warmer nonths and at dusk. The | oss of open
|l and, nmature vegetation and dark green corridors will inevitably
di srupt feeding and commuting routes for these protected species.

G ven the scale of devel opnent already taking place around Bar kham
and Arborfield, | do not believe sufficient weight is being given
to the long-term ecol ogi cal danmage bei ng caused across the area. The
Nati onal Pl anning Policy Framework (NPPF) is clear that planning
deci si ons shoul d protect and enhance the natural environnent,

m nimse inpacts on biodiversity, recognise the intrinsic beauty
and character of the countryside, and support protected species and
habitats. In nmy opinion, the continued | oss of green space in this
area directly conflicts with those objectives.

Infrastructure is another major issue and |ocal services are already
struggling to cope with the I evel of devel opnment that has al ready
t aken pl ace.

Resi dents have repeatedly been assured that infrastructure would
keep pace with devel opnent, yet |ocal experience increasingly
suggests the opposite. Schools renmain oversubscribed, GP services
are

overstretched, roads are congested and public services are under
growi ng pressure.

Approving further |arge-scal e devel opnent wi thout clear evidence
that infrastructure deficiencies have first been resolved risks

pl acing even greater strain on existing comunities and undermn nes
t he

princi pl es of sustainable devel opnent set out within the NPPF.

Local schools are already oversubscribed and many fanmilies cannot
secure places nearby. Additional housing will inevitably nmean even
nore children unable to access local schools, forcing parents to
drive further afield every day. That is neither sustainable nor
realistic and will add further pressure to roads that are already



eavily congested at peak tines.

The sane applies to healthcare. Residents already struggle to obtain
GP appoi ntnments and NHS dental care locally, yet devel opnent
continues at a relentless pace w thout any neani ngful increase in
heal thcare provision. There is little evidence that the
infrastructure required to support these growi ng conmunities is
bei ng delivered al ongsi de t he housi ng.

Traffic in and around Barkham and Arborfield has already increased
substantially in recent years and |local roads are struggling to
cope. Congestion around schools and key junctions is already a
daily issue. Sone roads in the area still have not been adopted by
Woki ngham Bor ough Council, creating ongoi ng problens around

mai nt enance, traffic regulation and enforcenent. Residents already
experi ence speeding vehicles, unsafe driving and worsening air

pol lution. This

devel opnent will add even nore vehicles to roads that are already
over capacity.

Increased traffic will inevitably worsen noise levels and air
pollution for existing residents, particularly around schools and
resi dential roads already experiencing congestion and queui ng
traffic.

Pedestrian and cycling infrastructure has also failed to keep pace
wi th devel opment. There are routes in the area that still feel
unsafe for children wal king to school or for residents attenpting to
cycle instead of drive. Wthout proper infrastructure in place,
addi ti onal housing sinply increases car dependency and traffic
congesti on.

Fl oodi ng and drai nage are already a concern in the |local area and
further devel opnent on green fields will inevitably make the
situation worse. These open spaces currently absorb significant
anounts of rainwater naturally. Replacing themwth roads, paving
and housi ng reduces drai nage capacity and increases surface water
runof f, placing additional strain on drainage systens that already
struggl e during periods of heavy rainfall. Residents should not be
expected to accept an increased flood risk as a consequence of

conti nua

over devel opnent .

The inmpact of construction should also not be disnissed. Large-scale
devel opnents bring years of construction traffic, noise, dust and

di sruption to roads already heavily used by famlies and schoo
traffic. The cunul ative inpact on residents' quality of life is
consi der abl e.

The Arborfield & Barkham Nei ghbour hood Pl an incl udes objectives to
protect the character of the area, inprove safety, reduce speeding
and traffic inpacts, and preserve the identity of local comunities.
In ny view, this proposal directly under mnes those ains and
contributes further to the steady urbani sation of what was once a
rural area

Many residents no | onger have confidence that the pronised bal ance
bet ween housing growh, infrastructure and environnental protection
is actually being delivered. Wat peopl e experience day-to-day is



i ncreasi ng congestion, pressure on services and the steady |oss of
countryside, while the character of the area continues to change at
an al arnmi ng pace.

Overall, this application represents yet another exanple of
overdevel opnent in an area where roads, schools, healthcare and
infrastructure are already struggling to cope. The continued | oss of
countrysi de between Barkham and Arborfield is devastating for nany

I ong-termresidents who chose to |live here because of its rura
character, open | andscapes and wldlife.

For all of these reasons, | strongly object to this application and
respectfully ask the Council to refuse planning permssio
n



