PLANNI NG REF © 261059
PROPERTY ADDRESS : 10 Oak Drive

. R& 93
SUBM TTED BY . M Max Pearson
DATE SUBM TTED : 19/ 05/ 2026

COWENTS:
I wish to fornmally object to this planning application for the
foll owi ng reasons

* The cunul ative | evel of devel opnent around Barkham and Arborfield
has al ready reached an unacceptable | evel. This proposal woul d add
further pressure to an area that has experienced continual expansion
over recent years

* The remai ni ng green space between Barkham and Arborfield is

rapi dly di sappearing. The gradual nerging of the villages is eroding
their separate identity and permanently changing the rural character
of the

ar ea.

* The devel opnent conflicts with the idea of a "garden village"
Large areas of countryside and natural green space are being
replaced with housing and infrastructure, fundanmentally altering the
| andscape.

* Features such as allotnents and | andscaped areas do not conpensate
for the permanent |oss of open countryside, wildlife habitats and
natural green corridors

* The cunul ative environnental inpact of developnent in the area is
bei ng underestimated. Existing fields, hedgerows and open |and
provi de inportant habitat and novenent corridors for local wildlife.

* Deer are frequently seen in the area and there is also a
significant local bat population. The | oss of open |and, trees and
dark corridors will inevitably disrupt wildlife habitats and

bi odi versity.

* (eat Crested Newts have previously been identified locally,

i ncluding during nearby residential works. Their known presence
denonstrates the ecol ogical sensitivity of the surroundi ng area and
rei nforces concerns regarding habitat |oss and fragnentation

* The proposal fails to adequately address the strain already being
pl aced on local infrastructure.

* Schools in the area are al ready oversubscribed and nany famlies
struggle to secure |local places. Additional housing will increase
raffic as nore parents are forced to travel further distances.

* @GP surgeries and NHS dental services are already under pressure
locally, yet there is little evidence of neani ngful additiona
heal t hcare provision being delivered al ongsi de conti nued housi ng
gr owt h.

* Traffic congestion in and around Bar kham and Arborfield has
wor sened significantly in recent years and | ocal roads are



struggling to cope, particularly during peak hours and around
school s.

* Some roads in the area still remain unadopted by Wki ngham Bor ough
Counci |, creating ongoing concerns around nai nt enance, enforcenent
and traffic nanagenent.

* Residents al ready experience speedi ng vehicles, unsafe driving and
increasing air pollution. Additional housing will inevitably worsen
t hese i ssues.

* Pedestrian and cycling infrastructure has not kept pace with
devel opnent. In many places, routes still do not feel safe for
children or famlies.

* Fl oodi ng and drai nage remain a serious concern. The | oss of green
fields reduces natural drainage capacity and increases surface water
runof f into systens that are already under strain during periods of

heavy rainfall.

* The construction phase itself would result in prolonged disruption
t hrough additional heavy traffic, dust, noise and pressure on |oca
r oads.

* The Arborfield & Barkham Nei ghbourhood Pl an contai ns cl ear

obj ectives around protecting the character of the area, reducing
traffic inpacts and preserving local identity. In ny opinion, this
proposal conflicts with those objectives.

Overall, | believe this application represents further

overdevel opnent in an area where infrastructure and services are
al ready struggling to cope. The cunul ative | oss of countryside,
envi ronnental harm and pressure on | ocal communities outwei gh any
cl ained benefits of the proposal

For these reasons, | strongly object to this planning application
and respectfully request that pernission is refused.



