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COWENTS:

I would really like to support the initiative for the construction
of a masjid in Wkingham wth the firmbelief that this project
will greatly enrich the local community in nmultiple ways. W
recogni se the concerns rai sed around congestion, proximty to other
pl aces of

wor shi p, noise, and environnental inpact, and we address these with
practical, proactive solutions while highlighting the broader
benefits to the conmunity.

1. Refl ecting Woki nghami's Diversity and Conmtnent to Equality:

Wki nghamis a town that enbraces diversity, inclusivity, and
fairness. The construction of a nasjid acknow edges and supports the
religious and cultural needs of a growi ng Mislim popul ati on

ensuring equal access to spaces of worship, as afforded to other
faith groups. Denying such provision could inadvertently narginalise
a significant segnent of the population. Furthernore, positioning
different places of worship close to one another sends a powerful
message of interfaith harnony, acceptance, and shared values. It
denonstrates Wkinghanmis |eadership in fostering conmunity
cohesi on, where diversity is celebrated, and differences are
bridged, not divided.

2. Alleviating Congestion & Parking:

Practical Solutions W have carefully considered the concerns around
cong estion and parKking:

A) Shared Parki ng Schenes: W propose fornal agreenents with

nei ghbouri ng places of worship and community centres to pool car
park facilities, especially since peak usage tinmes may differ across
conmuni ties, ensuring optinal use of space wi thout additiona

strain.

B) Car pool i ng & Sustainable Transport Initiatives: The masjid wll

i mpl ement structured carpooling systens, pronote wal ki ng groups, and
encourage cycling. W are al so prepared to engage with | oca
transport services to ex plore options to inprove public transport
access.

C) Staggered Tim ngs: Prayer services and conmmunity events will be
schedul ed mndfully to avoid overlap with nearby venues' peak tines,
easing any potential traffic congestion

D) Exploring wal king routes which we will be sign posting.

3. Noise & Environnental Managenent:

The masjid will conply fully with all | ocal regulations concerning
noi se and environnental standards:

Unlike in sone countries, there is no intention to broadcast the
call to prayer audibly, ensuring no disruption to neighbours. W are
conmmitted to incorporating sustainable, eco-friendly design
principles ,such as solar panels, green spaces, and energy-efficient
lighting ensuring mnimal environnental footprint and contributing
positively to the borough's environnental goals.

4. A Community Asset for All: Beyond Wrship The nasjid will serve



not just as a religious space but as a nulti-functional hub for al
residents, offering

A) Charity Fundraisers & Public Events: Open to pe ople of al

fai ths and backgrounds, pronoting social responsibility, and
supporting |l ocal causes.

B) Educat i onal Wor kshops & Yout h Programmes: From | anguage cl asses
to career guidance, nental health awareness, and interfaith dial ogue
sessions, benefiti ng Wkingham s younger popul ati on and wi der

soci ety.

C) Energency Support & Welfare Services: Providing a resource for
the | ocal authority during tines of need such as food bank drives,
crisis relief efforts, or as an energency venue during adverse
weat her or public health situations such as COVI D-19 has taught us.

5. Denonstrating Social Integration & Civic Contribution Menbers of
the Muslimcomunity in Wkingham contribute actively to civic life,
wor ki ng in healthcare, education, business, and public services.
Havi ng a dedi cated space of worship allows themnot only to practise
their faith but to further contribute positively to society,
enbeddi ng social responsibility and | ocal engagenent as key aspects
of their

identity.

6. Addressing Concerns About Existing Masjids in Reading

While it is acknow edged that there are several nasjids located in
Reading, it is inportant to recognise that Wkinghamis a distinct
and growi ng borough with its own unique comunity needs. Many

Woki ngham resi dents, including famlies, elderly individuals, and
those without access to private transport, face significant
barriers in travelling to Reading for regular worship, conmunity
activities, and support

servi ces

Bui I ding a masjid wi thin Wki ngham ensures

Local Accessibility: It reduces the need for unnecessary travel
hel pi ng ease pressure on roads, |owering carbon enissions, and

al | owi ng worshippers to practise their faith closer to hone,
especially those without cars it also relieving overcrowding in

ding Masjids which are not very close proxinty Existing nasjids in
Readi ng are already operating at or near full capacity, particularly
during key events such as Friday prayers, Ramadan, and Eid.
Providing facilities in Wkinghamalleviates this strain and ensures
the safety, confort, and well being of worshippers in both towns.

These places are very inportant for individuals with nobility
chal | enges and other health conditions who cannot travel but wish to
connect spiritually. This includes those living with

cancer/ nuscl e-skel etal /age i ssues related nobility issues, which can
al so strain local councils that nust provide transportation and
mental health support. Such spaces foster healing and comunity
support not only for Muslins, but for everyone. Additionally, they
offer free access for educational and charitabl e purposes.

Servi ng Woki nghami s Growi ng Popul ati on: The Muslim popul ation in
Woki ngham has grown considerably in recent years, and it is both
reasonable and fair that local infrastructure reflects this

denogr aphic shift. The provision of a masjid directly in Wki ngham
denonstrates an investnent in the wellbeing and inclusion of all its
residents, rather than expecting themto rely solely on facilities



out si de the borough.

Thank you for taking tine to read ny coments.

Best Regards,
M



