PLANNI NG REF . 250517

| amwiting to formally submit ny strong objection to the above
pl anni ng application for the proposed devel opnent at Land O f
Basi ngst oke Road, Spencers Wbod.

Wil e the devel opers have submitted a revised schene (reducing the
dwel ling count slightly fromthe previously proposed 475-480 hones
down to 420), this mnor reduction does absolutely nothing to
address the fundanental flaws of building a nassive urban-scal e
devel opnent in a rural conmmunity. The inclusion of a care hone, a
primary school, and comercial units al ongside 420 houses w ||
overwhel m our | ocal area.

My objection is based on several critical planning concerns,
outlined
bel ow

1. Public Safety: AWE Burghfield Detail ed Emergency Planning Zone

( DEPZ)

This is perhaps the nost critical barrier to this devel opnent. The
proposed site falls directly within the Detail ed Energency Pl anni ng
Zone (DEPZ) for AWE Burghfield.

Under the Radi ation (Energency Preparedness and Public

I nformation) Regul ations 2019 (REPPIR), |ocal authorities nust
ensure that

energency evacuation and shelter plans are viable in the highly
unl i kely, but severe, event of a radiation enmergency. The O fice for
Nucl ear Regul ation (ONR) and AVE t hensel ves heavily advi se agai nst
any new devel opnent that increases the population within the DEPZ

I ntroduci ng over 1,000 new residents, an 80-bed care hone, and a
primary school into this zone is a direct threat to public safety. A
care honme and a prinmary school represent highly vul nerabl e

popul ations that require conplex |ogistical support to evacuate or
shel ter.

Approving this application would put unbearable strain on the

O f-Site Emergency Plan (OSEP) nmanaged by the local authorities

and energency services. Public safety nust take absolute priority
over housing targets.

2. Crippling Strain on Existing Infrastructure (Water & Sewage)

Qur local infrastructure is already at breaking point, and this
devel opnent woul d push it over the edge. Oficial comments subnitted
by Thanes Water regarding this very application state a cl ear
"inability of the existing SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS infrastructure to
acconmodat e t he needs of this devel opnent” as well as an "inability
of the existing water network infrastructure.” It is entirely
irresponsi ble to approve a devel opnent of this nagnitude bringing
hundreds of new toilets, showers, and conmercial water demands when
the statutory water undertaker has explicitly stated the sewage and
wat er networks cannot handle it. This poses a severe risk of |ow
wat er pressure for existing residents and, worse, sewage fl oodi ng
and pollution incidents.

3. Traffic Chaos and Air Pollution
The applicant's own Transport Assessnent reveal s significant



negative inpacts on our |ocal road network. The B3349 Basi ngst oke
Road is already a heavily trafficked route. Adding 420 hones, schoo
drop-of f/pick-up traffic, care honme staff/visitor traffic, and
comercial deliveries will result in severe gridlock

The nodeling clearly shows that key junctions, particularly the

Basi ngst oke Road/ Hyde End Road and Basi ngst oke Road/Beech Hi |l Road
intersections, will operate over capacity. Furthernore, the
assessnent adnits that to avoid congestion, traffic will likely
"rat-run" through unsuitable rural routes like Oares Geen Road and
Church Lane.

This drastic increase in stationary and slownoving traffic will
directly result in a severe drop in air quality. Increased vehicle
exhaust em ssions and particulate matter fromtires and brakes will
create localized air pollution hotspots, posing |long-term
respiratory health risks to both current residents and the proposed
new primary school children

4. Overdevel opnent and Loss of Rural Character

Spencers Whod is a rural community. This hybrid application is an
urban-scale intrusion that threatens to destroy the village's
identity . The continuous relentless developnent in this area is
blurring the historic boundari es between Spencers Wod, Three Mle
Cross, and Swal l owfield, turning distinct Berkshire villages into a
single, sprawing conmuter suburb.

The | oss of this greenfield agricultural land will pernmanently scar
the | andscape. Wiile the devel opers propose a Suitable Alternative
Nat ural Greenspace (SANG, this does not conpensate for the |oss

of established, natural habitats and the disruption to | ocal ecol ogy
and wildlife corridors that currently exist on the site. A manicured
park next to a sprawling housing estate is no replacenent for
genui ne rural countryside.

Concl usi on

Conparing the previous iterations to this revised plan, it is
glaringly obvious that a ninor reduction in housing nunbers does not
mtigate the severe inpacts this devel opnment will have. It remains
too large, too dense, and entirely inappropriate for the location

Bet ween t he severe public safety risks regarding the AWE Burghfield
DEPZ, the confirmed | ack of sewage and water capacity by Thanes
Water, and the inevitable traffic gridlock, this application is
unsust ai nabl e and unsound.

PROPERTY ADDRESS : 8 Bryant Crescent
| strongly urge Wbki ngham Borough Council to listen to the |oca
community, prioritise public safety and environnental health, and
REFUSE t his application outright.
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