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COVWNENTS:
Dear Sir/ Madam

I amwiting to formally object to the above pl anning application
for up to 2,800 new residential units and associated infrastructure
near Arborfield G een.

While | appreciate that the proposal includes new schools and a
doctors' surgery, which are nuch needed in our area, | strongly
oppose the large-scale housing elenent of this application. The
sheer vol unme of new hones proposed woul d have a devastating i npact
on our comunity, infrastructure, and environnent.

1. Flood Risk and Environnental Danage

The proposed site sits within the River Loddon floodplain, an area
al ready known for high flood risk. Building on flood-prone land is
entirely inappropriate and will inevitably increase flooding
downstream affecting both existing and future residents.

Al t hough the devel opers reference "flood alleviation" and SUDS
systens, these are insufficient to offset the loss of natural water
absorption. The River Loddon and its neadows are vital ecol ogica
corridors that support wildlife and biodiversity. Large-scale
construction here would permanently danage this sensitive

envi ronnent .

2. Unsustai nabl e Scal e of Housing and Infrastructure Pressure

Arborfield Green and surroundi ng areas have al ready experienced
rapi d housing growth in recent years. Qur local infrastructure,
roads, GP services, and public transport, cannot sustain another
2,800 hones.

| support the inclusion of a new secondary school, primary schools,
and nedical facilities, as these are urgently needed to neet current
demand. However, these facilities should not be tied to the approva
of thousands of additional houses. The existing popul ati on al ready
justifies such anenities without the need for further nass

devel opnent.

3. Traffic Congestion and Road Safety

The A327 Readi ng Road, Lower Earley Way, and Cbserver Way are

al ready heavily congested at peak tinmes. The addition of thousands
of new hones would bring thousands of extra vehicles, worsening

congestion and increasing the risk of accidents.

The proposed new access roads and bridges (including those over the



M4 and River Loddon) would not adequately nitigate the severe
increase in traffic through Arborfield and nei ghbouring vill ages.

4. Loss of Village Identity and Character

Arborfield Green has a distinct rural character and sense of
conmunity. The construction of 2,800 new hones would effectively
create a new urban settlenent, destroying the village's identity and
open | andscape. The devel opnent is entirely out of scale and out of
keeping with its surroundi ngs.

5. Community Safety and Traveller Pitches

The proposal also includes 20 gypsy and traveller pitches, but
provides no clear details on nmanagenent or integration. Wthout a
robust, transparent plan for how these pitches will be naintained
and supported, residents have legitinmte concerns regarding safety,
security, and community cohesi on.

6. Cunul ative Overdevel opnent

This application cannot be viewed in isolation. Conbined with
exi sting devel opnents in Arborfield, Shinfield, and Barkham the
cunul ative

ffect on infrastructure, roads, and |ocal services will be

over whel m ng.

Concl usi on

While | welcone the idea of new schools and a doctors' surgery to
support the current and growi ng popul ation, | cannot support this
proposal in its present form The housing nunbers are excessive, the
site is environnentally unsuitable, and the infrastructure is not
capabl e of coping with such an expansion

| therefore urge Wki ngham Borough Council to refuse the residentia
el ement of this application and instead focus on delivering
essential comunity facilities within the existing devel opnent
footprint of Arborfield G een.

Thank you for taking the tine to consider ny objection

Yours faithfully,
Ni cola WIIlians



