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COVWNENTS:
1. Introduction

1.1 1 strongly object to this application

1.2 North Court is an historic Victorian estate dating fromthe late
1850s and forns an inportant part of Finchanpstead's heritage. 1.3
During the twentieth century North Court was hone to the Bramnell
Boot h sisters, descendants of the founder of the Salvation Arny, and
it remains an inportant part of Finchanpstead' s history.

1.4 My objection is based on the inpact this proposal would have on
the historic character and setting of North Court. In ny view, the
proposal would introduce an entirely new dwelling into the grounds
of an historic estate dating fromthe 1850s, changi ng the nature of
the estate, dininishing its setting and contributing to its gradua
ur bani sation. The significance of North Court is not confined to the
bui | di ngs t hensel ves.

2. The Historic Character of North Court

2.1 Following the fire which destroyed the original nmanor house,
Nort h Court underwent significant redevel opnent. However, the estate
retained its identity as a distinct historic estate centred around
the Main House, the Coach House and the Lodge.

2.2 Today these three buildings formthe historic core of North
Court and continue to define its character and appearance.

2.3 The significance of North Court is not confined to the buildings
thenselves. It also lies in the space around them the mature trees,
the | andscaped setting and the | ong-established relationship between
the principal estate buildings.

2.4 1t is this conbination of buildings, |andscape and setting that
makes North Court a distinctive and historically inportant part of
Fi nchanpst ead.

2.5 The open | and between and around these buildings is not
incidental. It forns part of the historic estate setting and
contributes to the sense of space and separation that characterises
North Court.

3. Inpact of the Proposed Devel opnent

3.1 My principal objection is that this proposal is not the
redevel opnment of an existing building. It is the construction of an
entirely new dwelling within the grounds of a historic estate.

3.2 The proposed dwelling would introduce a substantial new building
into an area that has historically renmi ned open

3.3 For well over a century North Court has been defined by three
bui | di ngs: Mai n House, the Coach House and the Lodge. This proposa
woul d add an entirely new building, which has no historic connection



to the estate.

3.4 1n ny view, this would alter the character of North Court estate
and surroundi ngs.

3.5 This nay appear to be a single dwelling, but it would represent
a further step away fromthe historic formof the estate. In ny
view, the proposal does not respect the character, history or
setting of North Court.

3.6 Once built, this devel opnment cannot be undone. The |oss of part
of the estate setting would be pernmanent and the historic character
of North Court would be dimnished for future generations.

4. |Inpact on Landscape and Wldlife

4.1 North Court remains a unique and attractive estate characterised
by mature trees, established planting and a rich variety of
wildlife.

4.2 The construction of a substantial new dwelling, together wth
associ at ed parking, substantive vehicle novenents and residentia
activity, would inevitably change the character of this part of the
estate.

4.3 This is a countryside location and the proposal would place
further pressure on the trees, hedgerows, shrubs and wildlife
habitats that contribute to the character of the estate and are
val ued by local residents and visitors alike.

4.4 The | oss of openness and increased activity would have a
detrinental effect on the | andscape setting that currently form part
of North Court's character

5. Access and Traffic

5.1 Additional residential traffic, service vehicles and
construction traffic would intensify and place further pressure on
the access arrangenents within the North Court estate.

6. Drainage and Infrastructure

6.1 The application does not fully explain how foul water, surface
wat er drai nage and ot her services will be provided.

6.2 Gven the current limted drainage infrastructure in the
surrounding area, this information is essential before the inpact of
t he devel opnent can be properly assessed.

6.3 Until this information is provided, it is difficult to
understand the effect that the proposal nmay have on nei ghboring
properties, including North Court.

7. Concl usion
7.1 North Court is an historic Victorian estate dating fromthe

1850s whose significance derives not only fromits buildings but
also fromits setting and history.



7.2 The proposed devel opnment woul d i ntroduce an entirely new
dwelling into the grounds of that estate. In ny view, this would
change the historic core of the existing estate.

7.3 This proposal is not the redevel opnent of an existing building.
It is a new build. As such, it would contribute to the gradua
urbani sation of the estate.

7.4 Once built, this change cannot be undone. In ny viewit would
result in the gradual erosion of an historic estate that remains an
i mportant part of Finchanpstead' s heritage. For that reason,
strongly object and | respectfully request that Planning Application
252407 be refused.



