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| hope this email finds you well. | amwiting to express ny ful

support for the proposed nbsque in Wnnersh, Wkingham and to share
sonme insights into why this project is of significant value to our
community. As a long-tinme resident of the area and an active nenber
of the local Muslimcommnity, | amconfident that this initiative
will not only neet the practical needs of our community but will

al so bring positive social and cultural benefits to Wki ngham as a
whol e.

Supporting Community Needs

Over the past two decades, | have had the privilege of calling
Woki ngham ny hone, raising ny famly, and contributing to the |oca
community in various professional capacities. During this tine, |
have wi tnessed firsthand the steady increase in the Mislim

popul ation. The census data from 2011 showed approxi nately 4, 000
Muslinms in

Woki ngham but today, that nunber has grown to nearly 8,600. This
growt h has resulted in a corresponding need for appropriate
conmunity spaces particularly a dedi cated nosque.

Currently, our local nosques are overcrowded, and nmany nenbers of
the Mislimconmmunity face long journeys to access the nearest place
of worship. This is not only inconvenient but also inpractical
especially considering that Muslins are required to attend the
nosque regularly for prayers, including the weekly Friday prayers.
The proposed nosque in Wnnersh would significantly reduce trave

di stances, decrease traffic congestion, and relieve pressure on

exi sting nosques, creating a nmuch-needed conmunity space that
fosters wunity and support.

Contributions to the Community

It is also essential to acknowl edge the contributions of the Muslim
community in Wkingham Mislins are an integral part of the
wor kf or ce, maki ng neani ngful contributions across a range of
sectors, from

heal t hcare and education to technol ogy and social services. Many
Muslinms in the area work in the NHS, educational institutions, and

| ocal businesses, playing a vital role in the success of the |oca
econony. The idea that Muslins are sonehow di sconnected fromor a
burden to the community is sinply not accurate. On the contrary, we
are hardworking, |aw abiding citizens who actively contribute to the
prosperity and wel |l -bei ng of Wbki ngham

A nosque is not just a place of worship; it is a conmunity center
where individuals gather, |earn, and support one another. It wll

of fer educational prograns, social services, and even charitable
activities that benefit not only Muslins but the entire comunity.
These initiatives will undoubtedly contribute to Wki ngham s val ues
of inclusivity, respect, and social cohesion

Addr essi ng Concer ns
| am aware that sone nenbers of the comunity may have concerns



about the nobsque's inpact on the local area. However, | would Iike
to

reassure everyone that the Muslimconmmunity is fully conmitted to

bei ng a responsi bl e, considerate nei ghbor. W understand the

i mportance of open dial ogue and are always ready to listen to and

address concerns. The building of the nbsque woul d not cause

di sruption but would, in fact, be a catalyst for greater conmunity
engagenent, coll aboration, and understandi ng.

Many m sconceptions exist regarding the role and purpose of a
nosque. Sone individuals may mstakenly assune that a nosque will
bring noise, traffic, or social unrest to the area. However, a
nosque is a peaceful place of worship and community gathering. It
will not only serve as a hub for religious activities but will also
be a resource for community-driven initiatives such as educationa
sem nars, charitable events, and fam |y support services.

Furt hernmore, the nosque's constructi on would respect the aesthetic
and cultural val ues of Wkingham w th careful consideration given
to

pl anni ng, design, and parking arrangenents. W understand the

i mportance of integrating seam essly into the |ocal |andscape and
enhanci ng, rather than disrupting, the |Iocal environnent.

A Step Towards Greater Social Harnony

The building of the nbsque represents an opportunity for all of us
i n Wki nghamto cone together as one conmunity, transcending
cultural, religious, and social differences. It will serve as a

pl ace for individuals of all faiths and backgrounds to | earn about
one another, build friendships, and work together to address |oca
i ssues. This project is an inportant step toward fostering greater
inclusivity and understanding in our town.

I am confident that the nosque will add i mense val ue to Wki ngham s
conmunity spirit, pronoting social cohesion, nutual respect, and
shared values. It will be a place where individuals can gather, find
support, and engage in activities that inprove not just their own
lives but also the lives of their neighbors.

Thank you for taking the tine to read nmy thoughts. | firnmy believe
that this nosque will benefit not only the Muslimcomunity but the
entire town of Wbki ngham It will strengthen our shared sense of

bel ongi ng and nmake Woki ngham an even nore inclusive, diverse, and
thriving place to live.

Yours sincerely,
Abdul I ah Attiq



