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COWENTS:

We noved to Barkham not | ong ago because of its sem -rura
character, peaceful environnent, and strong sense of comunity.
Unfortunately, since noving here, several |arge-scale devel opnent
proposal have been approved between Bar kham and Wki ngham and
further applications continue to be submtted.

It appears that nany of these devel opnents do not take sufficient
account of the existing character of the area. One of the current

pl anni ng applications includes blocks of flats, which are conpletely
out of keeping with the surroundi ng | andscape and the predom nantly
| ow-density residential nature of Barkham

The local infrastructure is already under significant strain. Roads
are in poor condition, and frequent road cl osures have made everyday
travel increasingly difficult for residents. Traffic congestion has
noti ceably worsened, and additional |arge-scale devel opnents will
only exacerbate these issues.

The proposed devel opnent of approxi mately 660 new hormes woul d pl ace
even greater pressure on local roads, schools, healthcare services,
and other community facilities. Wthout substantial infrastructure
i mprovenents delivered in advance, this |level of devel opnent risks
havi ng a significant negative inpact on the quality of life of

exi sting residents.

Furt hernmore, the continued expansion of |arge housing estates
threatens the very character that nmakes Barkham an attractive pl ace
to live. The |l oss of green spaces, increased urbanisation, and

i nappropriate building types could permanently alter the area's
identity.

I am not opposed to all devel opnent, but it nust be proportionate,
synpathetic to the local environnent, and supported by adequate
infrastructure. Inits current form the scale of this proposal is
excessive and risks causing long-termharmto the conmmunity and the
character of Barkham

Devel opers often claimthat their proposals reflect the |oca
character and surroundi ngs. However, many new estates end up | ooking
exactly the sane, regardl ess of where they are built. Standardised
designs and high-density layouts fail to preserve the unique
character of areas such as Barkham and gradual |y erode what nakes
t hem

speci al

For these reasons, | strongly object to the proposed dev

el opnent .



