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COWENTS:
Pl ease note that before submtting my comments, | have spent tine

reviewi ng rel evant docunents pertaining to the request for

perni ssion to change the use of a building, along with various
supporting and opposing comments. Overall, | find nyself in
agreenent with both sides of the argunent. It is clear that there
is significant support for

the provision of a place for worship and religi ous education, and
have no doubt that this is an essential need. However, the concerns
rai sed about parking and congestion are equally valid. Wth that in
mnd, | would like to focus on the second part of the debate, as
strongly support the idea of providing conmunities with their own
pl ace for worship and educati on.

My famly and | recently noved to Wnnersh from Marl ow (SL7),

where we spent 18 years. The nearest npbsques were in Mii denhead and
Hi gh

Wconbe, both approximately 10 minutes away in theory. However,

regul arly attended Friday afternoon prayers, which took around one
hour for both the journey there and back. Marlow had very little
Musl i m popul ation, so the traffic | faced when travelling to these
nosques was largely unrelated to religious services but due to
roadwor ks, tourist traffic, and school congestion, which al so nade
me late to pick up ny children from school

I would also like to draw attention to the value of having schools
| ocated within residential catchnent areas. This approach reduces
traffic, encourages wal king, particularly anong children, and
facilitates greater interaction between parents. Qur hone is |ocated
next to Wheatfield Primary School, and during drop-off and pick-up
times, we observe the usual congestion, including cars parked on
yellow lines. However, this is a tenporary situation, lasting only
15-20 minutes, and we have found that parents are generally
considerate of the residents of Wodward Cl ose. As a gesture of
goodwi I I, we have offered our driveway to parents traveling from
farther |ocations.

Simlarly, the nearest nobsques to Wnnersh and Wki ngham Town are
currently about 15 minutes away, either towards Upper Earley or
Bracknell. In practice, it takes nmuch longer to reach these

| ocations. Moreover, consider the environnental inpact: the

pol lution generated by Muslins traveling to distant places of

wor ship or

education nultiple tines a day is significant. For this reason,
strongly advocate for the establishnent of a nosque within the

W nner sh and Wki ngham Town cat chnent areas, given the grow ng
Musl i m popul ati on here.

I have also reviewed public transport options, which are quite
conprehensive for this |location. Wile providing | arge parking
spaces nmay be an option, it will not address the fundanental issue
of traffic congestion, as many Muslins will still need to travel to



their place of worship frequently. Fortunately, the proposed
location is situated in an industrial area, which seens to be an

i deal choice in ny

opi nion, particularly for late-night prayers during sunmer, as it is
less likely to disturb residential areas.

In conclusion, | whol eheartedly support this application. The
proposed site is well-suited for the catchnent area of Wnnersh and
Woki ngham Town, considering the significant Mislim population. It

wi || encourage people to wal k or use public transport, which
pronotes a healthier environnent and facilitates better conmmunity

i nteraction. However, should additional parking be required, it may
be possible to | ease spaces from nearby busi nesses and offi ces,
which could al so generate funds for those businesses.



