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Dear Sir/ Madam

I amwiting to formally object to planning application 261695 for
the proposed devel opnent of the rural field obtained by Luckley
House School as playing fields.

I live directly opposite the proposed sports field, and therefore
woul d be one of the residents nost directly affected by this

devel opnent. My concerns are not theoretical. The proposed change
uld be imediately visible fromny honme and woul d have a direct

i mpact on the outl ook, peace and enjoynent of ny property and
garden. | currently | ook across an open area of countryside. | am
extrenely concerned that this would be replaced by a fornal sports
facility with a cricket pitch and two rugby pitches, substantia
fencing and very high netting, together with the noise and activity
associ ated with organi sed sport.

For these reasons, | strongly object to the application

1. The proposed devel opnent woul d fundanmental |y change the outl ook
fromny hone

Living directly opposite the proposed sports field neans that |
woul d have a clear and i nmedi ate view of the devel opnent.

At present, the field provides an open and peaceful outlook. It is
part of the character of the area and provides a sense of space

bet ween the school and the surroundi ng hones.

The proposal woul d fundanentally change that.

The proposed 3.5-netre acoustic fence, together with a further 6.5
nmetres of netting, would create a structure of potentially around
9.5 netres in height directly opposite nei ghbouring residentia
properties.

This woul d be an enornous visual change fromthe existing open
field. Fromny perspective, this would not sinply be a sports pitch
inafield. It would introduce a substantial nman-nmade structure into
what is currently an open rural |andscape.

I amparticularly concerned about the | oss of the open outl ook that
I currently enjoy fromny hone and garden. The proposed fencing and
netting woul d becone a domi nant feature of that outl ook and woul d
create a significant sense of enclosure.

| do not believe this level of visual intrusion is appropriate

i medi ately opposite residential properties.

2. The proposed sports field would have a direct inpact on ny hone

Because ny property is directly opposite the field, | am
particularly concerned about the noise and activity that would be
gener at ed.

Sport is not a silent activity. There would potentially be:
- players and chil dren shouting;
- coaches and teachers giving instructions;

- appeal s and calls between pl ayers;



- ball inpacts;

- whi stles and general sporting activity;

- spectators;

-visiting teans and coaches; and

- mai nt enance and groundskeepi ng equi pnment.

This woul d represent a significant change fromthe current

envi ronnent .

I am al so concerned that the use of the facility may extend beyond
normal school hours. If outside organisations are pernitted to use
the facilities, there could be evening, weekend and school - hol i day
activity.

A proper noi se assessnent should therefore consider the actual and
reasonably foreseeable use of the facility, including evenings,
weekends, visiting teans and external/conmunity use.

3. Cricket-ball safety is a particular concern because | live
directly opposite the pitch

This is one of ny nost significant personal concerns.

My property is directly opposite the proposed cricket pitch, neaning
that | would be anong the properties nost exposed to any cricket
ball s that escaped the playing area.

A cricket ball can travel at considerable speed and over a

consi derabl e distance. It is not difficult to inmagine balls entering
gardens or striking windows, greenhouses or people. If a nmatch was
taking place, | would fear being injured and so would not go

out side. The application should therefore denonstrate, w th proper
technical evidence, that the proposed fencing and netting wll
provide reliable protection for neighbouring properties, rather than
sinmply assum ng that the proposed neasures will be sufficient.

I am al so concerned about the apparent conflict between the need for
netting to prevent cricket balls escaping and the need to prevent
birds and bats from beconing trapped in the netting.

Bot h i ssues need to be addressed properly before permission is

gr ant ed.

4. The scale of the proposed fencing and netting is excessive for a
residential setting

| amparticularly concerned by the proposed conbi nation of a
3.5-netre acoustic fence and 6.5 netres of netting.

From the perspective of soneone whose hone is directly opposite the
field, this would be an extrenely inposing structure.

The current open field would effectively be replaced by a | arge
encl osed sporting environnent.

| believe the visual inpact on nei ghbouring honmes has been
under est i mat ed.

It is inmportant that the council considers what this structure wll
actually look and feel Iike fromthe wi ndows and gardens of
residents who face it every day, rather than sinply considering the
fencing as a necessary piece of sports infrastructure on a site

pl an.

For ne, this would be a pernmanent and highly visible change to ny
everyday surroundi ngs.

5. The field is inportant countryside and supports wildlife

The field is currently an open area of countryside and provides
habitat for a range of wldlife.

Residents regularly see deer, foxes, badgers and birds, and the site
supports bats, ows, slow worms, grass snakes and news.

I am concerned that turning the field into intensively nanaged
sports pitches would significantly disturb this environnment through
nmowi ng, construction, fencing, netting, increased people and noise,



and potentially future lighting.

The proposed netting is of particular concern because of the
potential inpact on birds and bats.

| believe conprehensive, up-to-date ecol ogical surveys should be
carried out before any decision is nade, including appropriate
surveys for bats, breeding birds, reptiles, anphibians and badgers.
6. The previous planning history should be given significant wei ght
The field has previously been the subject of proposals for

devel opnent and was desi gnated as protected open countryside in
2019.

The rel evant planning history includes:

- PA170261

- PA190286

- APP/ X0360/ W 19/ 3235572

The previous proposal for housing was di snissed at appeal

| appreciate that the current application is for a different use.
How ever, the previous decision and the reasons for protecting the
openness and character of this |land remain highly rel evant.

The current proposal would still result in a substantial change to
the character and appearance of the field.

I do not believe the applicant has denonstrated a conpelling reason
why this protected open area now needs to be devel oped, particularly
when there is significant new sporting provision being devel oped at
Gay's Farm less than a nile away.

7. Drainage and fl ooding

The field regularly becones very wet during the w nter

There have been occasi ons when substantial areas of standing water
have formed, at tines resenbling a snall |ake, and | have seen ducks
swiming in the field.

I am concerned that the introduction of formal sports pitches,
construction works and any associ ated drai nage infrastructure could
alter the natural novenent and storage of surface water.

The council should therefore require proper technical evidence
showi ng what happens to the water currently held by the field and
where it wll go follow ng devel opnent.

Thi s shoul d include consideration of extrene rainfall events and
whet her there could be any increased risk to nei ghbouring
properties. 8. Trees and boundary vegetation

The mature trees along the boundary are also an inportant part of
the existing character and provi de val uabl e screening.

| understand that substantial foundations nay be required for the
proposed fencing and netting.

I am concerned that construction close to these trees coul d damage
their roots and affect their long-termhealth.

A detailed tree survey and arboricultural inpact assessnent shoul d
therefore be required, together with clear details of construction
met hods and root protection.

9. Concern about future intensification

I am al so concerned about what this devel opnent could eventually
becone.

The school's website refers to the provision of a pavilion in due
cour se.

While | appreciate that a future application would have to be
considered separately, it is reasonable for residents to be
concerned that the current proposal could be the first stage of a
much nore intensive sporting facility.

This could potentially lead to:



- a pavilion or clubhouse;

- fl oodl i ghti ng;

- eveni ng and weekend use;

- addi tional buildings and hardstandi ng;
- increased parking; and

-significantly nore traffic and visitors.

As soneone living directly opposite the proposed sports field, | am
particularly concerned that the devel opnent could gradually result
in a nuch nore intensive use of the site than currently exists.

10. Traffic and parking

| am al so concerned about the additional vehicle novenments that
could result fromthe proposal

If the facilities are used by outside organisations, visiting teans,
spectators and coaches could arrive during eveni ngs and weekends.

The council should therefore consider the realistic |evel of use and
assess parking, access, traffic novenents and hi ghway safety rather
than assuning that the inpact will be mninal

Concl usi on

| strongly object to planning application 261695.

I live directly opposite the field, and | amparticularly concerned
about the effect this devel opment woul d have on ny hone and garden.
The proposal woul d replace an open area of countryside with an

i ntensively used sports facility and a substantial conbination of
acoustic fencing and netting. The proposed structure would be highly
visible fromny property and woul d fundanental |y change t he outl ook
that | currently enjoy.

I am al so very concerned about the increased noise and activity,
particularly if the facilities are used by outside organi sations
during eveni ngs and weekends, as well as the very real safety
concern presented by cricket balls travelling towards nei ghbouring
properties.

In addition, there are serious concerns regarding the inpact on
wildli fe, drainage and surface water, mature trees, traffic and the
potential for future intensification of the site.

| respectfully ask the council to refuse planning application
261695. If the council is mnded to approve the application, | ask
that it first requires conprehensive and i ndependently verifiable
assessnents covering ecol ogy, noise, cricket-ball safety, trees and
arboriculture, drainage and flood risk, traffic and hi ghways,
together with a clear assessnent of the visual inpact of the
proposed fencing and netting on the homes i medi ately surroundi ng
the site.

| also ask that the council gives proper weight to the site's
protected countryside status, the previous planni ng appeal decision
and the availability of other sporting facilities nearby. For those
of us who live directly opposite the proposed devel opnent, this is
not an abstract planning issue. It would result in a pernmanent and
hi ghly visible change to our hones, gardens and everyday

surroundi ngs.

| therefore strongly urge the council to refuse this application and
protect the open countryside and residential environnent that
currently exists.

Thank you for taking the tine to consider ny objection

Yours faithfully,

June Slatter



