
From:                                 Mick Howlett <pmaarc@globalnet.co.uk>
Sent:                                  16 April 2025 18:22:31 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Claire Moore" <Claire.Moore@wokingham.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Paul Garner" <anielas1991@gmail.com>
Subject:                             Re: 299 Wokingham Rd Earley 250464 250467
Attachments:                   Supervision of roof removal - 299 Wokingham Road, RG6 7DU - 05.03.2025.pdf

As far as we can ascertain, Claire, the only protected species conceivably at risk were bats in the 
roof, and attached is Arbtech's related 'Supervision of Roof Removal' which hopefully is the 
document you're seeking.

Best wishes    -Mick

M D HOWLETT ASSOCIATES LTD.

On 16/04/2025 13:41, Claire Moore wrote:

Thanks for sending. 

 

There are a lot of files on our system, so I may have missed it, but please can you 
forward a copy of the ecologist supervision notes when they observed the demolition 
of the property?

 

Kind regards,

 

Claire

 

Claire Moore

Planning Officer (Specialist) (Development Management) Place & Growth 
Wokingham Borough Council

Email: claire.moore@wokingham.gov.uk

Wokingham Borough - a great place to live, learn, work & grow and a great place to 
do business

Website: www.wokingham.gov.uk

mailto:claire.moore@wokingham.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cclaire.moore%40wokingham.gov.uk%7C997f01bca46142d54fbf08dd7d0b4665%7C996ee15c0b3e4a6f8e65120a9a51821a%7C0%7C0%7C638804209870637060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5HvBdAuSWxZRIIu6dNZzoF4ZgflfTM88AY%2FSsvPNkH4%3D&reserved=0


+44 118 237 8662

 

 

 

 

From: Mick Howlett <pmaarc@globalnet.co.uk> 
Sent: 16 April 2025 12:11
To: Claire Moore <Claire.Moore@wokingham.gov.uk>
Cc: Paul Garner <anielas1991@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: 299 Wokingham Rd Earley 250464 250467

 

 WARNING!
 For the attention of 
WBC, Optalis, WHL, 
BCSolutions and 
Councillors

This mail is from an external sender - please do not click any 
links or open any attachments unless you trust this sender, 
and know the content is safe

Elevations of the front walls and gate, Claire, are shown at the top of submtted 
drawings 1404/2 and 4a, as attached in pdf format.

Best wishes    -Mick

M D HOWLETT ASSOCIATES LTD.

 

On 16/04/2025 10:17, Claire Moore wrote:

Dear Mr Howlett,

 

I have been reviewing the plans for the applications and have noticed 
that there are no elevation plans for the front walls and gate. Please can 
these be provided as a matter of urgency?

 

mailto:pmaarc@globalnet.co.uk
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Kind regards,

 

Claire

 

Claire Moore

Planning Officer (Specialist) (Development Management) Place & 
Growth Wokingham Borough Council

Email: claire.moore@wokingham.gov.uk

Wokingham Borough - a great place to live, learn, work & grow and a 
great place to do business

Website: www.wokingham.gov.uk

+44 118 237 8662

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER You should be aware that all e-mails received and sent 
by this Council are subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and 
therefore may be disclosed to a third party. (The information contained 
in this message or any of its attachments may be privileged and 
confidential and intended for the exclusive use of the addressee). The 
views expressed may not be official policy but the personal views of the 
originator. If you are not the addressees any disclosure, reproduction, 
distribution, other dissemination or use of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. 

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data 
which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t 
require to be sent via secure methods.
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disclosed to a third party. (The information contained in this message or any of its 
attachments may be privileged and confidential and intended for the exclusive use of 
the addressee). The views expressed may not be official policy but the personal 
views of the originator. If you are not the addressees any disclosure, reproduction, 
distribution, other dissemination or use of this communication is strictly prohibited. 

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential 
to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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Supervision of roof removal 
Site Address: 299 Wokingham Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 7DU 


  


Client Name: Paul Garner 


  


Reference: Supervision of roof tile removal 


  


Date: 06th March 2025 


 


Background 


Arbtech Consulting Limited was instructed by Paul Garner to undertake a supervision of the roof tiles at 299 


Wokingham Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 7DU (hereafter referred to as “the site”). The survey was required to 


inform a planning application for the demolition of the dwelling (hereafter referred to as “the proposed 


development”).  


 


The supervision was informed by a Preliminary Roost Assessment (Arbtech, 2025) which identified that although 


the building overall is in very poor condition, due to deterioration, there is very limited features in which bats 


could utilise to roost. This is due to the fact that there is no loft space and limited tiles on the main section of 


roof, allowing all types of weather to enter the building. Furthermore, the roof tiles which remain are well-sealed 


and the only gaps created are from the caved-in roof.  


 


Methodology 


• A toolbox talk was delivered detailing how to safely remove the roof tiles and to check for bats underneath 


the tiles before discarding them, detailing the legislation around bats and their roosts, the specific details 


of the licence for the property and information on the bat species involved on the site. Contractors were 


informed of how to recognise a bat; what to do if a bat is found during work (notably for unexpected 


discoveries when a licensed bat worker is not present) and were informed of their legal responsibilities 


towards bats. 


• A pre-works inspection was undertaken of the building to ensure there were no bats present. A search of 


the roof timbers, ridge beam and the tiles were undertaken and found no recent signs of bat or bats present 


within the loft space. No fresh droppings were noted. 


• A methodology for the roof tile removal was agreed and undertaken under supervision around the 


perimeter of the house. All areas were inspected by the bat licenced ecologist prior to removal. The roof 


tiles were stripped by hand, including the ridge during supervision. Each tile was carefully lifted rather than 


slid and checked to see if any bats were present on the tiles, clinging to the underneath or present 


underneath.  
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Ecological Supervision at: 299 Wokingham Road, RG6 7DU 


Ecological supervision was undertaken on site by Beth Ellison-Perrett BSc (Hons) MSc, MRSB, Senior Ecologist 


(2023-11066-CL17-BAT) on 5th March 2025.  


 


Toolbox Talk 


A 'toolbox talk' was provided to the contractors explaining how the work was being carried out and detailing 


information on bat species known within the locality. The contractors were informed of their legal 


responsibilities toward bats and what to do if a bat is found during work. 


 


Supervised activities  


Following pre-commencement inspections, works began onsite, beginning with the roof tiles on the northern 


and eastern elevations. With the aid of ladders, the roof tiles were removed under supervision by the 


ecologist. The tiles were lifted gently to avoid harm to potential roosting bats below, and the timber battens 


and tile undersides were checked for bats before being discarded. 


 


Results   


No live bats were found within the building during the initial internal inspection and no droppings were 


observed. No live bats were observed during the removal of the roof tiles.  


 


No bats required relocating during the roof strip and no bats were injured or killed as a result of the works. 


 


Outstanding Actions/Recommendations 


The work is permitted to continue without the need for further supervision and will be completed in 


accordance with the measures outlined in the toolbox talk. If a bat is discovered at any stage during the works, 


work will cease, and Arbtech will be contacted for further advice. 


 


Conclusion 


The roof strip was undertaken of the roof under supervision with no disturbance or injury to bats. Mitigation 


and compensation will ensure that the activity does not detrimentally affect the conservation status of the local 


population of European protected bat species. 


The installation of a minimum of one bat box on the new dwelling will provide additional roosting habitat for 


bats e.g. Woodstone Bat Box or a similar alternative brand. 


Bat boxes should be positioned 3-5m above ground level facing in a south or south-westerly direction with a 


clear flight path to and from the entrance, away from artificial light. 
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Site photos follow:  


 
Figure 1: internally within B1 checked for bats prior to the roof tile removal 


 
Figure 2: removal of the roof tiled, removed by hand, under direct supervision of the ecologist 
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Figure 3: roof tile removal of the northern and eastern elevations 


 


Report ends. 


 


Author 


Beth Ellison-Perrett  


BSc (Hons) MSc, MRSB, Senior Ecologist  


(2023-11066-CL17-BAT) 


 


Arbtech Consulting Ltd has prepared this report for the sole use of the above-named client or their agents in 


accordance with our General Terms and Conditions, under which our services are performed. It is expressly 


stated that no other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional advice included in this report 


or any other services provided by us. This report may not be relied upon by any other party without the prior 


and express written agreement of Arbtech Consulting Ltd. The conclusions and recommendations contained in 


this report are based upon information provided by third parties. Information obtained from third parties has 


not been independently verified by Arbtech Consulting Ltd. 


© This report is the copyright of Arbtech Consulting Ltd. Any unauthorised reproduction or usage by any person 


other than the addressee is strictly prohibited and may be chargeable at the absolute discretion of Arbtech 


Consulting Ltd.  
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