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COWENTS:

We strongly object to this application and the applicants desperate
attenpts to claimit is a sustainable location. The site was never
allocated in the local plan, nor will it be included in the
energing | ocal plan.

At the appeal hearing for 200 houses |ast year the inspector clearly
stated that | arge scale devel opnent on this site was unsustai nabl e
and none of the applicants proposed solutions stand up to scrutiny .
In fact they resenbl e suggestions froma brainstorning session, nost
of which are either unrealistic ,unpractical, unwanted by residents
, unnecessary ( additional play areas, allotnents, bike hiring
,and a mini bus service etc) , or sinply wishful thinking requiring
per m ssion from hi ghways and other |and owners and third parties
with no guarantee as to how they will be delivered, managed or
funded.

What has becone clear these past few years is that | andowners and
devel opers with deep pockets are intent on destroying and urbani sing
our village by renoving and buil ding on every single green space,
paddock, horse grazing space , open |andscapes, and precious
wildlife habitats in the centre of Hurst on sites that are al

desi gnat ed

outside of the developnent limts,were never identified for

devel opnent by WBC and that collectively exceed the nunber of houses
the inspector decided were unsustai nabl e.

Hurst is classified as a limted devel opnment |ocation yet :-
32 Houses have been built in the past 5 years and a further 45
granted permi ssion recently at Anen Corner bringing the tota
approved to 77

Then we have a further 129 currently subnitted for approval or at
appeal bringing the total to 206 . This would represent an increase
in housing in Hurst of close to 45% w th no neani ngful or
substantial inprovenents to infrastructure, anenities, or essential
services particularly schools, healthcare and conmunity facilities.
O particular concern is the applicants attenpts to dismss

resi dents concerns and their proposed nmitigation neasures and hal f
baked sol uti ons around drai nage , fl oodi ng and hi ghways that for
reasons we find hard to understand |argely goes unchal |l enged by
Woki ngham Counci

Flooding in Hurst is getting progressively worse . At tinmes these
past few years it has been difficult if not inpossible to exit the
village with fields and roads flooded , Tape Lane , Orchard Rd

, Lodge Rd,

Church Hill , and Broadwat er Road have at tines becone | npassable
and the problens residents in Lodge Rd have with sewage fl oodi ng
their properties is well docunented . | have subnitted under

separate cover and ask the planning officers to publish and

di stribute pictures of the | andscape throughout the seasons and
floodi ng on the proposed devel opnent site and in Tape | ane since
2017 and nore recently the worst flooding in 40 years that nade the
road i npassable in 2023 and 2024.



By allowi ng yet nore housing and covering natural soakaways with
houses, roads and hardstanding this can only nake natters worse. The
recent survey submitted by M AA Butler sets out both the scale of
the probl em and nmakes a nonsense of the applicants clains that there
is an on site engineering solution to provide adequate drai nage
capacity to handl e the discharge of foul and surface water fromthe
site . Thames water are currently 16 Billion in debt are unlikely
to do anything about the drainage systemor the inadequate punping
station any tine soon and this application should be refused on

t hese grounds alone. Also WBC and its officers should not be
ignoring the problemor , as seens to be the case relying on
residents to provide the evidence and shoul d be challenging the
applicants submission that clearly is

nonsense.

Finally ref other proposed sustainability solutions proposed by the
applicant , nost of which are w shful thinking and few of which
make

sense

1. Highways : Tape Lane is an access only single | ane road and
difficult to navigate without passing cars pulling into driveways or
damagi ng the grass verge yet the applicant proposes a new access
road thereby increasing traffic fromthe devel opnent site for anyone
wanting to find the shortest route to the school , Village Hall or

W nnersh. They al so want to restrict parking on Tape Lane requiring
many residents who either park on one side of the road or have
visitors) just so their proposed i nadequate and probably unecononic
bus service as an adequate turning circle.

They al so propose inproving access by narrowi ng of the A321 through
the village to increase the depth of pavenent. \Wat nonsense , this
wi || cause absolute chaos and will becone a nmajor safety issue in
the area around the village shop. Then they propose installing
cycle lanes and a bi ke shelter but have not provided any feasability
study or cost estinmate and have no control over the |andowners or

ot her

st akehol ders or service providers wllingness to co-operate or the
tinmescale . Again its just wi shful thinking!

2 Environnent .if approved the disruption and inpact on the village
community , habitat wildlife, hedgerows and eco system caused by
al | owi ng devel opnent of this site would be devastating and as the

i nspector concluded | ast year can not be justified

We urge you to refuse this application and do whatever it takes to
oppose any appea



