PLANNI NG REF . 252782
PROPERTY ADDRESS : 66 East Park Farm Drive Charvi

Readi ng
. RGLO9US
SUBM TTED BY . M Mark Hyl and
DATE SUBM TTED : 08/12/2025

COMMVENTS:

Dear Sir/ Madam

I wish to fornmally and very strongly object to the above pl anni ng
application for the proposed fuel storage and distribution depot at
the former Prince Brothers service station on O d Bath Road

Charvil. | amtotally opposed to this devel opment and firmy believe
it represents a serious and unacceptable risk to the loca
environnent, the comunity and public safety.

1. Unacceptable Proximty to the O d R ver Loddon, Charvil Country
Park and the Lakes

The site is imediately adjacent to Charvil Country Park, a highly
val ued public green space supporting otters, deer, bats, anphibians,
fish and extensive aquatic, bird and plant Iife. The proposal is
fundanmental |y i nconpatible with the park's purpose as both a
wildlife reserve and a major recreational area for |local residents.

Noi se, artificial lighting, funes and constant industrial activity

woul d significantly erode the tranquillity and natural character of
the park, discouraging visitors, wal kers, anglers and fam i es.

G ains of biodiversity "net gain" through linited planting are

whol |y

i nadequat e when set agai nst the extrene ecol ogical risks created by
the storage of nearly one million litres of fuel beside a protected
nature reserve

| walk nmy dog daily around the | akes and nmeadows of the country park
and regularly observe wildlife in and around the affected area.
There is a swan's nest used each year in the reeds next to the site.
| have personally seen otters crossing the path between the site and
t he

| akes on several occasions, and herons also nest in this area. Even
at present, unpleasant snells sonetinmes emanate fromthe site,
spoiling what is an inportant daily period of relaxation and
wel | bei ng. This proposal would pernanently and significantly damage
this vital comunity resource

2. Serious Pollution and Fl ood-Ri sk Concerns - High Likelihood of
Cat astrophi ¢ Environnent al Danmge

The site lies within a known floodplain and is regularly affected by
significant flood events. Recent winters have seen repeated flooding
with water reaching the site boundary. Wki ngham Borough Counci
reports following the 2014 floods confirned that the site was
underwater, with anecdotal reports of internal flooding. Simlar

wat er | evel s were again observed in 2024.



The storage of diesel, kerosene and other hydrocarbons at this
| ocation presents an unacceptable contanination risk to:

- The Add River Loddon

- Canberra Lake and the country park | akes

- The River Thanes downstream

- Local soil and groundwater

In the event of a spill, tank failure or flood-rel ated incident,
contai nment would be virtually inpossible. Fuel would spread rapidly
t hrough saturated ground and connected wat ercourses, causing

Il ong-termand potentially irreversible ecol ogi cal damage. G ven the
clear inpact of climte change and increasing flood frequency, this
risk cannot reasonably be considered nmanageabl e.

3. Public Health and Safety Ri sks

Wel | -docunent ed i ncidents such as the Branl ey fuel leak in Surrey
clearly denonstrate the severe public health risks associated with
fuel storage, including contam nated water, underground expl osion
risks and toxic funes. These incidents had devastating effects on
resi dents and | ocal businesses. Such ever-present risks should not
be introduced to a densely popul ated area such as Charvil and

nei ghbouri ng Twyford.

Fire and Expl osion Risk

Large vol unes of diesel and kerosene pose a continuous fire and
toxic fune hazard to nearby hones, park users and passers-by.
Industrial fires involving fuel often require |arge-scal e energency
responses, evacuations and expose communities to hazardous snoke.

Site Access and Operational Safety

The wi der area already struggles with heavy vehicle novenents
associ ated with Denmark House, where articulated lorries are
frequently parked hazardously on both the road and pavenents.
Introducing additional HGV traffic will significantly worsen
exi sting safety issues.

When Speedy Fuels operated fromthe site in Decenber 2024, tankers

wer e observed turning across both carriageways near the bend in AQd
Bat h Road, creating highly dangerous conditions and a serious risk

of collision.

4. H ghway Safety, Traffic Generation and Unsuitabl e Road
Infrastructure

This proposal represents a substantial intensification of traffic on
A d Bath Road, which already suffers frompoor visibility, narrow
pavenents and heavy usage by pedestrians and cyclists.

Esti nmat ed weekly vehicl e novenents include:

- 59 x 44-tonne articul ated tankers (Monday- Friday)
- 73 x cars and vans (Mnday- Fri day)

- Addi tional weekend novenents

This level of industrial traffic is wholly inconpatible with a
sem -rural residential road used daily by wal kers, cyclists,
comut ers and school children. The road infrastructure is not built
for this volune of HGY novenents and would inevitably suffer
accelerated deterioration, despite recent resurfacing.



A d Bath Road is the nmain pedestrian and cycling route between
Charvil and Twyford and to Twyford Station. Children regularly cross
this road when travelling between different parts of the village to
attend both Charvil Piggott Primary School and The Piggott
secondary school. The introduction of high volunes of dangerous
industrial traffic creates an unacceptable risk of serious and
potentially fatal accidents.

There are already significant problens with lorry novenents and
par ki ng associated with the adjacent tyre warehouse, which have
caused, and nearly caused, several accidents. AOd Bath Road is

al ready a busy and narrow road w thout further heavy vehicle | oads
bei ng

added.

5. Noise, Qperating Hours and | npact on Residential Anmenity

The proposed operating hours from5amto 6pm seven days a week,
with the potential for tanker arrivals outside these hours,
represent a major intensification of activity. This would result in
early norning, evening and weekend di sturbance that woul d
significantly harm

residents' ability to enjoy their hones, gardens and nearby public
green spaces.

This level of noise and disturbance is clearly contrary to policy
CP3 and paragraph 185 of the NPPF due to the harmit would cause to
residential amenity and the enjoynent of the surrounding
countrysi de

6. I nappropriate Land Use and Failure to Justify Need

A fuel storage and distribution depot is an industrial operation
entirely unsuitable for a site in such close proximty to a large
residential area with over 1,000 hones, a nature reserve and

i mportant public recreational facilities.

The proposal represents a major and unacceptabl e intensification of
the forner service station use, with increased industrial activity
and significantly heavier vehicle novenents. The applicant has
failed to denonstrate that this is an appropriate |ocation for such
a hazardous use or that nore suitable industrial sites are
unavai | abl e.

It should also be noted that the applicant previously operated on
this site in Decenber 2024 wi thout the appropriate licence,
denonstrating both the potential inpact of the operation and a

di sregard for regulatory controls.

Concl usi on

Thi s proposal poses wholly unacceptable risks to the environnent,
public health, highway safety and residential anmenity. The

conbi nation of severe flood risk, potential fuel spills, heavy
vehicle traffic, fire and expl osi on dangers, and the irreversible
harmto

Charvil Country Park nakes this devel opnent entirely inappropriate
for this location.



| respectfully but firmy request that planning application 252782
be refused in the strongest possible terns in the interests of
public

safety, environnmental protection and the |ong-term sustainability of
the conmunity. This proposal sinply does not fit within the
character, safety or environmental sensitivity of the area

Yours faithfully,

Mar k Hyl and



