
 

 
 

Wokingham Borough Council 
 
FAO:  
 
By email only 
 

26th March 2025 
 
Planning Practice Guidance Paragraph: 003 Reference ID: 37-003-20140306  
 
Application Reference:  242696 
Site: Hogwood Farm Sheerlands Road Arborfield Wokingham RG40 4QY 
Proposal: Application for approval of Reserved Matters pursuant to Outline Planning 
Consent O/2014/2179 (as varied by 181194, dated 14/11/2018) The Reserved Matters 
comprise details of sports pitches, sports pavilion, allotments, car parking and play 
areas; along with associated landscaping, highways and drainage infrastructure. 
Details of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale to be considered 
Sport England Reference:  PA/24/SE/WON/69072 
 
Dear Sir/madam, 
 
Thank you for re-consulting Sport England on the above application with revised 
external layouts.  

 
We have reviewed the revised information and are supportive of the revisions.   
 
However, the issues which we raised as conditions, in our response dated 16th 
November 2025 have not yet been addressed.  
 
For clarity, Sport England Position: 
 
In light of the above, Sport England considers the details submitted to be satisfactory 
and raises no objection to this application, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. No development shall commence until details of the design and layout of infill 
containment for the artificial grass pitch have been submitted to and approved 
in writing by the Local Planning Authority [after consultation with Sport 
England]. The artificial grass pitch shall not be constructed other than in 
accordance with the approved details. 
 
Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to 
accord with Development Plan Policy **. 
 

2. Within 6 months of completion, a Management and Maintenance Scheme for 
the facility including management responsibilities, a maintenance schedule and 
a mechanism for review shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the 



   
 

   
 

Local Planning Authority after consultation with Sport England. This shall 
include measures to ensure the replacement of the Artificial Grass Pitch within 
the manufacture’s specified period.  It should also include the required testing 
to comply with FIFA Quality certification.  The measures set out in the approved 
scheme shall be complied with in full, with effect from commencement of use 
of the 3G artificial grass pitch. 

 
Reason: To ensure that a new facility is capable of being managed and 
maintained to deliver a facility which is fit for purpose, sustainable and to ensure 
sufficient benefit of the development to sport and to accord with Development 
Plan Policy **. 
 

3. (a) No development shall commence [or other specified time period] until the 
following documents have been submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority after consultation with Sport England: 

(i) A detailed assessment of ground conditions (including drainage 
and topography) of the land proposed for the playing field which 
identifies constraints which could adversely affect playing field 
quality; and  

(ii) Where the results of the assessment to be carried out pursuant 
to (i) above identify constraints which could adversely affect 
playing field quality, a detailed scheme to address any such 
constraints. The scheme shall include a written specification of 
the proposed soils structure, proposed drainage, cultivation and 
other operations associated with grass and sports turf 
establishment and a programme of implementation. 
 

(b)The approved scheme shall be carried out in full and in accordance with 
the approved programme of implementation [or other specified time 
frame]. The land shall thereafter be maintained in accordance with the 
scheme and made available for playing field use in accordance with the 
scheme. 

 
Reason: To ensure that the playing field is prepared to an adequate 
standard and is fit for purpose and to accord with Development Plan Policy 
**. 
 
Informative: The applicant is advised that the scheme should comply with 
the relevant industry Technical Guidance, including guidance published by 
Sport England. Particular attention is drawn to ‘Natural Turf for Sport’, 
(Sport England, 2011) or subsequent reiteration therefore of. 

 
If this application is to be presented to a Planning Committee, we would like to be 
notified in advance of the publication of any committee agenda(s), report(s) and 
committee date(s).   
  



   
 

   
 

If you would like any further information or advice, please contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Bob 
 
Bob Sharples RIBA ARB MRTPI   
Principal Planning Manager - South Team Planning & Active Environments 
 
E: bob.sharples@sportengland.org  
T: 07830 315030 
 
cc  J Hall Esq. FF 
 J Wood Esq. BBCFA 
 G Goudie Esq. FF 
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