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COWENTS:

I amwiting to provide ny feedback on the Environnental | npact
Assessnent (ElIA) Scopi ng Qpi ni on subni ssion for the proposed

devel opnent at Bar kham Square by Crest N chol son Qperations Linited.
While | welcone the preparation of an EIA to assess environnmenta

i mpacts, | have significant concerns regarding the basis of the
scopi ng report, the exclusion of key considerations, and the | ack of
alignment with comunity feedback and existing |ocal plans.

1. Msalignnent of Scoping Assessnent with Consul tation Feedback

The scopi ng docunent appears to have been prepared based solely on
Crest Nicholson's current plans, with little or no consideration of
communi ty feedback gathered during consultation. The consultation
peri od for Barkham Square was initiated on 4th Decenber 2024, with
the consultation website indicating on 3rd January 2025 that the
pl anni ng application had al ready been subnitted. | assune in
relation to this scoping docunent received on 10th Decenber and
regi stered on 11th

Decenber, 6 days after consultation! This underm nes the purpose of
the EIA, which is to ensure all potential environnental and
conmunity inpacts are thoroughly assessed.

Exanpl es:

- Access: The community has repeatedly suggested using the existing
farm access of f Conmonfield Lane to mininize environnental

di sturbance and inprove traffic nmanagenent. This recommendation is
not reflected in the scoping report. Instead, the plan continues to
propose a new access point, which would disrupt existing trees and
hedger ows

unnecessarily.

- Allotnments and SANG Car Park: The community has proposed
relocating these facilities to the northeastern corner of the site
(shoul d they even be required ), where they would have m ni na

ecol ogi cal inpact and better serve the conmunity w thout

conpromi sing residential privacy or security. This was al so

di sregarded in the scoping

docunent .

Recommendati on: The ElI A should incorporate a conprehensive revi ew of
communi ty-suggested al ternatives and assess their environnental and
soci al benefits against the current proposal

2. I nadequate Consideration of the Sout heastern Area as G eenspace
in

Perpetuity

The sout heastern portion of the site, conprising approxi mately 24-25
hectares (60-61 acres), has been highlighted in the Local Plan's
Sustainability Appraisal as suitable for designation as greenspace
in perpetuity. This area exceeds the 40-acre threshold required for
a country park designation and should be preserved for biodiversity
and

recreation.

Concer ns:



- The scoping report's proposed allocation of only 18.63 hectares

for SANG is insufficient and does not account for the southeastern
area's full potential

- The inclusion of allotnents and a car park within the SANG
undernmines its purpose, as highlighted by conmunity conparisons with
Hazebr ouck Meadow, which provides 14 hectares of uninterrupted
greenspace wi thout parking.

Recommendati on: The El A nust assess the southeastern area's
potential to neet the Local Plan's sustainability goals as a country
park and eval uate the ecol ogical and recreational benefits of
preserving this space inits entirety.

3. Lack of Cunul ative Inpact Analysis with Adjacent Solar Farm

The adj acent 40-hectare sol ar farm devel opnent on Comonfield Lane
will displace local wildlife, including deer that frequently inhabit
t he Bar kham Square site. This cunul ative inpact has not been
sufficiently addressed in the scoping report.

Recommendati on: The ElI A nust eval uate the conbi ned ecol ogi cal i npact
of the solar farm and the Barkham Square devel opnent, including the
di spl acenent of wildlife and the need for enhanced biodiversity
corridors

4. Inadequate Alternatives Consideration

Under Schedule 4, Part 2 of the El A Regul ati ons, devel opers are
required to assess reasonable alternatives, including site |ayouts
and access strategi es. The scoping report dism sses significant
alternatives w thout robust justification

- Access Strategies: The proposed access points do not consider the
use of the existing farmentrance, which would reduce disruption and
align with community feedback

- Rel ocation of Facilities: The northeastern corner of the site is
i deal for allotnents and parking, mnimzing environnental and
residential inpacts, yet this option is overl ooked.

Recommendati on: The ElI A shoul d assess alternative |ayouts, including
t hose suggested by the community, and provide a detailed rationale
for the chosen design.

5. Insufficient Assessnent of Visual and Landscape | npacts

The scoping report discounts key visual inpacts, such as views from
Bar kham Square and nearby public rights of way. The Di scounted

Vi ewpoi nts Report clains there will be no significant visua

i mpacts, but this fails to account for potential seasonal changes in
vegetation cover and longer-termeffects on the character of the
area. Recommendation: The ElI A should reassess visual inpacts,
considering both year-round visibility and curmul ative effects with
the Arborfield G een devel opnent.

6. Transparency and Accountability in ElI A Scoping

The scoping report lacks transparency in how it incorporates public
and council feedback, raising concerns about the legitimcy of its
con clusions. For exanple, mtigation neasures for flooding,

bi odi versity loss, and traffic inpacts are vaguely outlined w thout
specific comitnents or reference to conmunity input.
Recommendati on: The ElI A nust clearly docunment how community feedback
and council policies are integrated into the assessnent process and
provide detailed mitigation strategies for all identified inpacts.
7. Use of Commonfield Lane for Access

Usi ng Conmonfield Lane as a secondary vehi cul ar access poses



significant traffic, noise, and visual chall enges.

- Request: Conduct a Traffic Inpact Assessnent (TIA), noise

studi es, and reconsider using the existing Barkham Square access to
preserve Commonfield Lane's rural character

8. Cimate Resilience and Net Zero Alignnent

Limted neasures addressing climte resilience and renewabl e energy
are outlined in the scoping application.

- Request: Include renewabl e energy features, such as solar panels
and EV charging stations, and explicit plans to mtigate flood risks
and drought inpacts, as required by NPPF 153.

9. Site Boundary and Eastern Protection

The distinction between the application and site boundaries (LPU)
creates anbiguity regarding the future use of the eastern and

sout heastern portions, which are referenced as potential SANG but

| ack formal designation.

- Request: Fornmally designate the eastern and southeastern portions
as pernmanent SANG or green space, aligning with Local Plan Policy
NE3 and NPPF 174(b), safeguarding ecol ogical corridors and green
infrastructure

Concl usi on

The EI A scoping report nust be revised to reflect a nore

conpr ehensi ve and bal anced assessnent of environnental, social, and
cunul ative inpacts. Specifically, | urge the foll ow ng:

1. Incorporate comunity feedback into access strategies, allotnent
pl acenent, and SANG desi gn

2. Assess the southeastern area's potential as a country park and
greenspace in perpetuity, inline with the Local Plan's

sustai nability goals.

3. Evaluate cunul ative inpacts with the adjacent solar farm and
address wildlife displacenent.

4. Reassess visual and | andscape inpacts with greater transparency
and specificity.

5. Provide a robust analysis of reasonable alternatives and clearly
justify the chosen | ayout.

Thank you for considering these coments.



