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COWENTS:
Subj ect: Support for the Wnnersh Mosque Proposa

Dear [ Council /Pl anning Comm ttee],

| amwiting to express ny strong support for the establishnent of a
nosque and conmunity centre in Wnnersh. As a |ong-termresident of
Woki ngham and a worki ng professional, | have witnessed the steady
growt h of our diverse comunity and the increasing need for a

dedi cated place of worship for | ocal Mislins. Repurposing an
existing building for this purpose is a practical,

conmmuni ty-oriented

initiative that will not only serve the religious needs of the
Muslim popul ation but also foster inclusivity, cultura
under st andi ng, and soci al cohesi on.

The Muslim comunity in Wkingham has grown significantly, from
approxi mately 4,000 individuals in 2011 to over 8,600 today. Despite
this, there remains a | ack of adequate local facilities to
acconmodat e religious and conmunity activities. The proposed centre
woul d address this gap, offering a space for prayer, educationa
prograns, and conmunity services. Many Muslins currently have to
travel long distances to attend Friday prayers and other religious
gatherings, contributing to congestion at existing nosques in
Readi ng and beyond. A local facility would alleviate this burden
whil e al so reducing traffic pressures el sewhere.

Beyond religious purposes, the Miuslimcommunity is an integral part
of Wbki ngham s social and econonic fabric. W contribute
significantly across sectors such as healthcare (NHS), education
technol ogy, finance, and social services. A npbsque is not just a

pl ace of worship but a hub for charitable initiatives, youth
engagenent, and interfaith dialogue. This project will enhance
conmmunity integration, offering open doors to nei ghbours of all
backgrounds and pronoting nutual understandi ng through public events
and educati onal prograns.

I acknow edge that sone residents have expressed concerns regardi ng
traffic, noise, and the potential inpact on the nei ghbourhood.
However, the nobsque's design and operational planning will ensure

m ni mal di sruption. Adequate parking arrangenents, controlled prayer
schedul es, and community engagenent initiatives will help address
these concerns, nmaking this centre a beneficial addition to Wnnersh
rather than a source of inconvenience.

The devel opnent of a nobsque in Wnnersh represents an opportunity to
strengthen the town's reputation as an inclusive, forward-thinking
community. It will serve as a bridge between different cultures and
faiths, reinforcing shared val ues of respect, service, and conmunity
spirit. | sincerely urge the council to support this application in
recognition of the practical need, the positive social inpact, and
the principles of fairness and equality.



Thank you for your tine and consideration. | hope you wll
account the benefits this project wll
di verse community.

take into
bring to our grow ng and

Ki nd regards,
Zain Ali



