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COWENTS:
| wite to object to the proposed residential devel opnent at Ladds
Garden Centre in Hare Hatch. As a local resident, | believe it

undernines the area's historical character, organic evolution, and
quality, through over intensive |and use that clashes with the
surroundi ngs and sets a regrettabl e precedent.

Hare Hatch boasts a heritage over a millenniumold, rooted in the
Donesday Book of 1086 as part of Berkshire's rural settlenents,
highlighting its lasting agricultural identity. Roman traces, such
as a tenple site inspiring the 18th-century Castlenman's residence!
Over centuries, the village has grown organically along the Bath
Road, weavi ng grand houses, snall hol di ngs, and businesses into a
bal anced | andscape of open spaces, woodl and, greenery, and
architectural diversity.

The proposal's rigid rows of houses, divided by picket fences,
conflict with this character, exceeding the garden centre's origina
bul k and density. Once hone to a falconry, fish shop, and community
busi nesses, the site was repurposed during Covid for a superfluous
hi gh-end garden outlet anid four nearby conpetitors

A nore exenpl ary devel opnent at the Shire Horse Centre's housing
conversion included a nmandated bowling green, yielding a
conmmunity-oriented schene with restrai ned, considerate massing that
respected the locale. The Ladds site nmerits excellence: |ower
ridges, fluid layouts, and | ower density. New builds here fetch
substantial prem uns, demandi ng superior design beyond accounti ng.

These structures may endure for nany centuries, defining Hare
Hatch's future and future devel opnents. Any devel opnent nust
exenplify quality to enrich, not erode, our heritage



