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Disclaimer

RSK ADAS Limited (ADAS) has prepared this report for the sole use of the client, showing reasonable skill
and care, for the intended purposes as stated in the agreement under which this work was completed.
The report may not be relied upon by any other party without the express agreement of the client and
ADAS. No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional advice included in this

report.

Where any data supplied by the client or from other sources have been used, it has been assumed that
the information is correct. No responsibility can be accepted by ADAS for inaccuracies in the data supplied
by any other party. The conclusions and recommendations in this report are based on the assumption

that all relevant information has been supplied by those bodies from whom it was requested.

No part of this report may be copied or duplicated without the express permission of ADAS and the party

for whom it was prepared.

Where field investigations have been conducted, these have been restricted to a level of detail required

to achieve the stated objectives of the work.

This work has been undertaken in accordance with the quality management system of ADAS.
Revision History

I T N

- June 2026 Initial Report
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1 Executive Summary

ADAS was instructed by Countryside Partnerships to undertake a survey and Arboricultural Method
Statement report for two proposed hoggin footpath connections at their Hogwood Park site in
Finchampstead, Wokingham RG40 4PT. The footpaths are to extend from the site development to the

existing footpath along the southern site boundary.

Countryside Partnerships have commissioned ADAS to provide arboricultural advice in relation to the
proposed development in line with the requirements of ‘British Standard 5837:2012 Trees in relation to
design, demolition and construction - Recommendations’ (BS5837:2012). This report has been prepared

to comply with the requirements set out in Table B.1 of Annex B of BS5837:2012.

As part of the supporting documents of the planning application, ADAS prepared an Arboricultural
Planning Statement report, ADAS_1050958_Barton Wilmore_Hogwood Park_APS_September 2020,

which addressed the impacts the proposals would have on the site’s arboricultural features.

An additional arboricultural survey and validation survey of the site in May 2026 was undertaken to inform
the updated proposal for the link hoggin paths. The tree surveys have recorded the presence of 28
features that may be affected by the hoggin paths, consisting of 26 individual trees, and one group and

one woodland within influencing distance of the proposed works.

In accordance with section 4.5 and Table 1 of BS5837:2012 the existing trees on the site were categorised

according to their quality and value as either category U, A, B, or C.

Of these tree features, three were identified as high-quality (Category A) grade specimens, 10 were
identified as moderate-quality (Category B) grade specimens, and nine were identified as low-quality
(Category C) grade specimens. Six features were identified as unsuitable for retention (Category U) and
are not expected to be retained as living trees in the context of the current land use for longer than 10

years.

An online search of Wokingham Borough Council in June 2026 revealed that a) a woodland Tree
Preservation Order covers the proposed works area (1458/2012 Tree Reference: W1), and b) the site does

not sit within a conservation area.

In order to ensure the successful integration of the retained trees within the proposed development,
ADAS has proposed an alternative alignment for the western footpath. In addition, the tree protection
measures set out within this Arboricultural Method Statement will be implemented during the
construction of all proposed footpaths to minimise impacts on retained trees and maintain their long-

term health and structural integrity.
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ADAS believes that adopting the approach specified within this report will ensure that the proposed works
will not have a significant impact on the health and stability of the trees which are to be retained within

the site.
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2 Introduction
2.1 The Author

This document has been prepared by Molly Hardwick, an ADAS Assistant Arboricultural Consultant. Molly

holds a BSc Degree in Zoology and has over nine months experience working in the arboricultural industry.
2.2 Client Instruction

ADAS was instructed by Countryside Partnerships to undertake an Arboricultural Method Statement
(AMS) report for two hoggin footpath connections to the south of the site as shown in the site mark up in

Appendix 1.
2.3 Purpose of Report

The purpose of this document is to address safe working in proximity to retained trees by providing
reference and clarification on aspects of tree protection and any necessary tree management works for
the proposed development. It is proposed to achieve this by setting out a methodology for all proposed
works that may affect trees which are to be retained on and adjacent to the site. The document has been
prepared to address the specific working practices in close proximity to the trees within this defined site,

that forms a small section of the wider site.

This document is also intended as a reference point for all site operatives, and a copy will remain with the

site manager for the duration of the development.

This document may be used as a point of reference if there were to be a dispute over compliance with

related planning conditions.
2.4 Assumptions and Limitations

This assessment is based upon the information provided by the client in addition to information collected
by ADAS during a survey of the site undertaken on 16" April 2024 and a validation survey undertaken on

the 21 May 2026. The documents and drawings considered are detailed within Table 1.
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Table 1: Documentation Considered

Document Title Drawing / Document Number

ADAS Arboricultural Planning 1050058 September
Statement 2020

FINC Proposed Site Layout 21.1542.100 May 2021

Visitry Hoggin Layout DWG 6598 Recelved June

2026

The Tree Constraints Plan (TCP) contained in Appendix 2 has been developed from the tree survey

information and the proposed site layout '21.1542.100’.

The Tree Protection Plan (TPP) contained in Appendix 3 has been developed from the TCP and the Hoggin
Layout DWG drawing ‘6598-Hoggin Layout DWG’.

These drawings combined have been used to assess the potential impact to each tree feature.
This report is not a full hazard or risk assessment of trees and should not be used as such.

Trees are living organisms and are constantly adapting to their ever-changing environment. No tree is
completely safe and there is no guarantee that problems or deficiencies may not arise in the future, which
have not been identified in this report. Therefore, this report is only valid for a period of one year from

the date of the initial site inspection.

The topographical mapping provided is five years old and is not inclusive of all tree features on site.
Therefore, a proportion of the survey features are indicative only. Should greater accuracy be required, a

recent up-to-date topographical survey should be provided.

2.5 Site Description

The site is part of a consented development known as Hogwood Park in Finchampstead, Wokingham RG40
4PT. Residential properties have been constructed at the site with gardens and access roads. The

development is in the final stages of construction.

2.6 Description of Development

This report is to inform a small section of the development to the south-west of the site where the
development is to be linked via two footpaths to an existing footpath to the south-west of the site. The
location of two hoggin footpaths has been included in the plans to provide this link. The Hoggin footpaths
will be constructed using an above ground no-dig methodology, excluding the 50 x 50 x 450mm wooden

stakes that will be installed at every 0.9m.
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2.7 Tree Survey Methodology

An updated tree survey of a small section to the south of the wider site was undertaken on 215t May 2026.
This report relates to two small areas of the site where hoggin footpaths are to be constructed to connect
to an existing footpath to the south of the site.

The tree survey was conducted in accordance with the recommendations contained within ‘British
Standard 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction: Recommendations’
(BS5837:2012).

All trees have been visually inspected from ground level unless otherwise stated, with no climbing or
boring tests being undertaken. The comments made on their condition are based on observable factors
present at the time of inspection.

The information, shown in Table 2 below, was recorded as part of the tree survey.

Table 2: Tree Survey Schedule heading descriptions

culumn Sl
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2.8 Legislation

2.8.1  Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Areas

Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) have the power to preserve selected trees and woodlands through the
making of Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). Similarly, special provision is provided to trees located within
Conservation Area (CAs) which are not the subject of a TPO. The LPAs powers to do this are provided by

the following Act of Parliament and its associated regulations:
= Town and Country Planning Act 1990

=  Town and Country Planning (Determination of Appeals by Appointed Persons) (Prescribed
Classes) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008
= Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012
The principal effect of a TPO is to prohibit the cutting down, uprooting, topping, lopping, wilful damage

or wilful destruction of trees without first obtaining the consent of the relevant LPA.

Where works to trees within a CA are proposed, six weeks notification must first be given to the relevant

LPA.

Unauthorised works to trees either protected by a TPO or those that are located within a CA, could result

in an unlimited fine for each tree.

A search of Wokingham Borough Council’s online mapping resource showed that trees which could be
impacted as part of these works are protected by TPO Ref 1458-2012-W1. The TPO search from
Wokingham Borough Council’s online mapping resource is shown in Appendix 5. No trees are situated

within a CA.
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3 Arboricultural Impact Assessment

3.1 Overview

This report covers arboricultural features 104 and 110-136 (inclusive). ADAS has proposed an alternative

location for the western hoggin footpath to provide the route of least arboricultural impact, passing

through areas occupied by Category U trees already identified for removal and, where necessary, low-

quality Category C trees. The following assessment is therefore based on the alternative alignment rather

than the original proposed route.

The impact the proposed development is likely to have on these trees has been assessed under the

following categories, and the findings are summarised in Table 3 below. Further information on the trees

is located in the tree survey schedule in Appendix 6.

Considerations:

= Trees proposed for removal. This includes trees:

o that are located within the areas of footpath construction.

o whose Root Protection Areas (RPAs) are affected by access for work proposals.

o which are to be removed for reasons of sound arboricultural management.

= Retained trees that are at risk of damage through disturbance of RPAs or crowns.

= Trees which are unaffected by the access and pumping station construction.

Table 3: Arboricultural Impact Assessment of proposed paths if amended as within the TPP

“ —

Features
proposed for
removal

*: Partial Removal

Features that are
at risk of damage
through
disturbance of
RPAs and/or
crown damage.

Retained features
that are
unaffected by the
development.
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Condition
(Category U)

=  Footpath
construction

Development zones
encroach into RPA or
impacts the crowns of the
trees.

All works outside of RPAs
and crowns.

Tree Qu

None

T110,
T131

w104

Assessment Category Gradl

None

T120,
T130,
T132,
T134,
T135

T115,

T129

T111,
T113,
G122*

T118,
T125,
T126,
T136

T124,
T127

T112, 9

T121,T133

None 11

None 8



Tree Quality Assessment Category Gradi
& 10 9 6 28

Totals

3.2 Tree Removal

The proposals, if the western path is amended as within the TPP (Appendix 3), will require the removal
(or partial removal) of three low-quality Category C features including two Hawthorns (Crataegus
monogyna) and part of one group of EIm (including dead Elms from Dutch elm disease), Blackthorn and
Hawthorn, as well as two Category U Hawthorns, which are deemed unsuitable for retention. In addition,
it is recommended that four further Category U trees are removed for reasons of sound arboricultural
management. Three of these are Ash trees (Fraxinus excelsior) that are significantly infected with ash
dieback and as a result are in very poor condition, and the other one is a very poor-quality Field Maple

(Acer campestre).

The removal of the Hawthorns T111 and T113 is not anticipated to have a detrimental effect on the visual
amenity of the area as they are low-quality due to their young life stage. The removal of the six category
U trees, T112, T114, T116, T119, T121 and T133 is also not anticipated to be detrimental to the visual
amenity of the area due to their physiological health and associated crown dieback. The partial removal
of G122 is also not anticipated to have a detrimental impact on the surrounding environment or visual
amenity of the area given its low-quality (inclusive of dead tree specimens) and the presence of Dutch

Elm disease.
3.3 Tree Pruning

Feature T131 is expected to require the minor pruning of an overhanging branch over the east proposed
footpath. Due to the recorded crown heights of the retained trees, it is not anticipated that any other

pruning will be necessary as the proposed works will not impact the crowns of the retained trees.

If the work programme were to be delayed, then it may be necessary to reassess this against the extent

of tree growth.
3.4 Works within RPA’s

Works are proposed within the RPAs of T110, T118, T120, G122 and T131. The works within the RPA of
these trees are not anticipated to have a significant negative impact on the health of the trees as the

works, including the installation of the wooden stakes, will be undertaken with arboricultural supervision
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and following a methodology that will limit adverse impacts to the rooting are of these trees. The works
are affecting a small proportion of the RPAs of the trees, with the remainder of the RPA being protected

for the duration of the construction.
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4 Method Statement
4.1 Overview

The contractors working for / on behalf Countryside Partnerships will be following the precautions set out

below which will be covered in an arboricultural toolbox talk prior to starting works.
4.2 Facilitation Tree Work

421  Tree removal

The removal of T111, T112, T113, T114, T116, T119, T121, part of G122, and T133 is proposed to allow for

the construction of the hoggin footpaths.

4.2.2  Tree pruning

Tree pruning works will be required for the Oak, feature T131, that has an overhanging limb of approx.

40mm, 5m above one proposed footpath location. See Appendix 7 for reference photos.

No other tree pruning is anticipated to be required to the retained trees as the canopies are recorded as

having sufficient clearance for the construction and use of the footpaths.

4.2.3  Standard of tree work

All tree work operations should be conducted in accordance with BS 3998:2010 Tree work —
Recommendations, current arboricultural industry guidelines and best practice; and all relevant Health &
Safety standards. Tree work is a specialist task that requires operatives to be appropriately qualified,
skilled, and adequately insured. Guidance on selecting an appropriate contractor can be obtained from
the Arboricultural Association, who also maintains a directory of Approved Contractors. The Arboricultural

Association can be contacted on 01242 522152 or via their website http://www.trees.org.uk.
4.3 Barriers

In line with Section 6.2.2 of BS 5837:2012, which requires that the tree protection barriers be fit for the
purpose of excluding construction activity and that they provide adequate protection to the trees, it is
proposed that they will consist of 2m tall, welded mesh panels supported on concrete or rubber feet due
to the nature of the site and the unsuitability to use the default barrier specification. Each panel will be
secured to its neighbour with a minimum of 2 anti-tamper couplers secured so that they can only be
undone from inside the CEZ. The panels will be further supported by stabilizer struts which will be pinned

to the ground. An example of this type of barrier is contained in Appendix 8.

© ADAS 2026 it
ADAS



To enable site operatives to appreciate the purpose of the protective fencing and reduce the risk of

operatives attempting to move them, all-weather notices will be erected on the barriers similar to the

example in Appendix 9. The barriers will only be adjusted or removed if prior written approval is obtained

from Wokingham Borough Council.

4.4 Ground Protection

The use of temporary ground protection will not be required as outlined in Section 4.5 Item 3.

4.5 Working Methods to be Adopted

The following precautions will be taken where works are proposed adjacent to the RPA or above ground

parts of trees:

1.
2.

No excavations will be carried out within 1m of the base of any tree.

In areas where hard surfacing is to be temporarily installed or is already present, this will be used
as the default surface and will act as adequate ground protection for the passage of vehicles and
pedestrians throughout the works.

It's envisaged that all work can be undertaken from either the hard surfacing to the southwest of
the woodland, or within the footprint of the new hoggin path preventing compaction of the wider
area. However, if the works deviate away from this, temporary proprietary surfacing, such as
TuffTrak which is flexible and conforms to the existing surface (and will therefore not require
excavation or infill to level out surfaces), will be used for all vehicle and pedestrian movements,
to prevent compaction of the ground.

Excavations within the RPAs of the trees will be carried out and root pruning may be required.
This excavation shall be undertaken under the supervision of an arboricultural consultant within
the RPA of any category A or category B feature and in accordance with the methodology of this
report for category C features.

Fuels and chemicals that need to be stored within the site shall be stored outside of the RPAs, and
ideally downslope, of the retained trees in an appropriate impermeable bunded area in
association with the sites COSHH policy. Spill kits must also be stored at the location. If there are
any fuel spills or leaks advice must be sought from the project arboricultural consultant at the
earliest opportunity.

No materials or equipment should be stored within the RPAs of any trees.

No materials, tools, fencing or signs will be leaned against the stems of any trees.

Nothing will be attached to any tree.

Further information on working in RPAs is located in Appendix 10.
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4.6 Installation of the Hoggin Footpaths

ADAS recommends the installation of a high-quality, non-woven geotextile separation membrane (e.g.
Terram 1000 or equivalent) beneath the proposed sub-base and hoggin surface within the Root Protection
Areas (RPAs) of retained trees. The membrane should be laid directly onto the existing ground surface
following installation of the timber edging and prior to the placement of the granular sub-base. It should
extend slightly up the internal faces of the timber edging to minimise sub-base migration and maintain
separation between the imported material and the underlying soil profile. This no-dig construction
approach will help minimise disturbance to the existing soil and any roots present while providing a stable

foundation for the footpath.
Hoggin Footpath installation sequence:

e The hoggin footpaths will be constructed without the need for extensive excavation.

e Minor excavation will be required to install 50 x 50 x 450 mm timber stakes at approximately
0.9m centres. Stake locations will be hand dug prior to installation to avoid severing significant
roots. Should roots exceeding 25 mm in diameter be encountered, works shall cease in that
location, and the project arboricultural consultant shall be consulted before proceeding. Roots
less than 25mm in diameter may be cleanly pruned using sharp secateurs or a handsaw, with all
pruning undertaken in accordance with good arboricultural practice.

e Wooden edging boards of 225 x 25mm will be held in place with the short wooden stakes.

e Following installation of the timber edging, a geotextile separation membrane (referenced
above) will be laid directly onto the existing ground surface and turned slightly up the internal
faces of the edging.

e A100 mm layer of granular sub-base will then be placed over the geotextile membrane, followed
by an 80 mm layer of hoggin. Both materials will be compacted in layers using a lightweight hand-
operated vibrating plate compactor to achieve a stable finished surface. All materials will be
transported to the work area by wheelbarrow rather than by mechanical plant.

e Compaction will be limited to that necessary to achieve a stable walking surface and will be
undertaken using a lightweight, hand-operated vibrating plate compactor to minimise additional

soil compaction within the RPAs.
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5 Arboricultural Input
5.1 Sequence of Events
The following Arboricultural Sequence of Events shall be referenced during the works process:

Wokingham Bor

Approval of Arboricultural Method Statement

5.2 Key Contacts during Development

A list of key contacts relevant to this site that may be required throughout the duration of the works has

been included in Appendix 11.

5.3 Arboricultural Supervision and Monitoring

Arboricultural supervision is required for the construction of the hoggin paths within the RPAs of T110,

T118, T120 and T131. It is also recommended for any proposed ground level changes within these RPAs.

The project arboricultural consultant will be kept informed of the progress of works and consulted if there

is a need to deviate from the proposals as set out in this AMS.
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6 Conclusion

ADAS has identified 28 tree features which have the potential to be impacted by the proposed installation
of hoggin footpaths in the area known as Hogwood Park. The trees have been recorded in the Tree Survey

Schedule and plotted on the Tree Protection Plan, which form part of this report.

The proposals, if amended as within the TPP, will require the removal of two low-quality Category C
hawthorn and two Category U hawthorns. In addition, part of a group of low-quality elm, hawthorn, and
blackthorn group will require removal. Elms in this group show signs of Dutch elm disease with several
dead elms present. It is also recommended that three Category U ash trees, and one Category U field
maple tree are removed for reasons of sound arboricultural management. The ash trees are significantly

infected with ash dieback and as a result are in very poor condition.

The feature T131 will require the minor pruning of an overhanging branch, however, no other pruning is
required due to sufficient crown clearance between the proposed paths and the crowns of the retained

trees.
The hoggin footpatbh, if installed utilising a geotextile liner, can be constructed with minimal incursion into
the RPAs of retained trees.

Arboricultural supervision will be needed when working within the RPAs of the high-quality trees, T110
and T131, the medium-quality tree T120, and the low-quality features T118 and G122 to construct the
hoggin footpaths.

ADAS is satisfied that if the recommendations contained within this AMS are followed, then the proposed
development works, inclusive of the alternative route for the western path recommended by ADAS, can

take place with minimal harm being caused to the retained trees on this part of the site.
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Appendix 1: Site Mark Up

Figure 1:

Figure 1 shows the location of the proposed links paths by the red circled areas.
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Appendix 2: Tree Constraints Plan (TCP)

See following page
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Appendix 3: Tree Protection Plan (TPP)

See following page.
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Appendix 4: Cascade Chart for Tree Quality Assessment

See following page.
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Appendix 5: TPO & CA Check

WOKINGHAM  protacted Tree Map
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Appendix 6: Tree Survey Schedule

See following page.
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Appendix 7: T131 Tree Pruning Reference Photos

Figure 2 shows T131 and the recommended pruning works to the 40mm by the yellow line:
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Appendix 9: Tree Protection Barrier Sign Example

See following page.
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Appendix 10: RPA Guidance

The Root Protection Area (RPA) is calculated from the stem diameter of the tree, in accordance with the

guidance contained in section 4.6 of BS 5837:2012.

These areas are normally sacrosanct, and should not be entered, by traffic or foot, during construction,

or used to store materials, fuel, or chemicals.

Protective fencing should be erected along the edge of the RPA, before construction begins, and should
not be moved until after all construction has finished and vacated the site. The type of fencing used should
be fit for purpose and ordinarily conform to the recommendations given in section 6.2.2 of BS 5837:2012

and be erected like the example shown in Figure 2 of the same standard.

Where underground services cannot be routed outside the RPA, these should be installed by trenchless
technology, such as a directional drill. Where this technology is used the underground channel created
should be no less than 600mm below normal ground level, or the base of the tree. Also, the starting and
receiving excavations should not be within the RPA. Drill channel lubricant should be avoided, other than
water, unless precautions are taken to prevent contamination of soil and possibly water. Hand digging

may be an alternative to trenchless excavation, but this is less desirable, and not always practical.

When determining the workable space around the RPA of a tree or trees, it is also important to maintain
a working zone of one metre (which is usually sufficient) between the edge of construction and the

protective fencing.
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Appendix 11: Key Contacts

Key Contact Main Contact and Details

Steve Rhodes
07870514 123

Steve.Rhodes@vistry.co.uk
Technical Team

Visty Vistry Thames Valle
Manager 7 Y v

550 Oracle Parkway
Thames Valley Park
Reading RG6 1PT

Luke Moody
07763 877 671
Luke. ysidepar ips.com
. @ EEE Bovis Homes
Site Manager oun |'V5|_ ;
Partnerships Hogwood Park

Coronation Fields
Finchampstead

‘Wokingham RG40 4PT

Tamsin Bennett

07706350997

Tamsin t@countrysidepar ips.com

Countryside
Partnerships

Technical Manager

Vistry Thames Valley
550 Oracle Parkway
Thames Valley Park
Reading RG6 1PT

‘Wokingham Borough 0118 974 6000

Local Authority Council

Wokingham Borough ~ Catherine Brimble

Landscape Officer .
Council Catherine.Brimble@wokingham.gov.uk

Wokingham Borough ~ Sophie Morris

Case Officer .
Council sophie.morris@wokingham.gov.uk

lan Braddock
Arboricultural

ADAS 07831 144048
Consultant

lan.Braddock@adas.co.uk
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