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COWENTS:
I would like to object strongly to this very inappropriate proposal

This watery, lowlying village already suffers many instances during
the year of flooding around its | anes. Devel opnent of any ki nd,
and of this size in particular, would only add to the very real risk
of serious danage to property, and to the frightening risk to health
of cross-contam nation fromthe Summerl| eaze | eachate segregated
ditch system In any high water, this threatens to nerge wi th what
remai ns of the Lodge Rd roadside ditch, which in turn would threaten
the whole village. W have lived in our house here for al nost 30
years, it is a little higher than nost of the property in Hurst, and
is classed as at Medium Ri sk from flooding, but as recently as three
nights ago, during a very intense thunderstormwth torrential rain,
the water around the house cane frighteningly close to entering the
air bricks! The Environment Agency maps used by the applicant are
not current and do not illustrate accurately the rivers and ditches
in Hurst. There are nmany, many changes that need to be nmade to the
map before it could realistically be used for planning purposes.

If this developnent is allowed, there will be no turning back. The
sem -rural Hurst with its wonderful countryside feel will no |onger
exist. Very few of the | anes even have proper kerbside footpaths.
Those of us who have chosen to make our hone here accept the | ack of
facilities expected in larger towns and villages. W need to trave
outside the village to get to a surgery, pharmacy, vet, library,
secondary school or supernarket for exanple. Qur one shop serves us
well as a top-up local shop with part-tine sub-post office, and we
have sone pubs, but with a wholly inadequate bus service we all know
and accept that a car is needed to reach essential services. The

i nevitabl e increase in car nunbers and traffic novenent around Hurst
with an extra 99+ houses woul d be detrinental and pose so many nore
road safety hazards

The village prinmary school is very, very unlikely to be able to
acconmodate a nuch |arger intake of children, neaning nore car
journeys fromand around the village even for this younger age
group. | believe the pre-school has a waiting list of children
currently, so again, it is unlikely that a surge in nunbers could be
acconmodated. It is already necessary to travel further afield to
attend one of the area's secondary schools, which are not always
easy to reach using

public transport, hence the increase in traffic around the vill age
at school start and finish tinmes when again, private cars are
necessary. Cycling is just not a safe option. | would definitely
not have

al | oned ny daughter to cycle to school in Wargrave from here. Even
if a'cycle lane' were to be created as proposed, this would not

uar ant ee safe passage. Many cars speed along the A321 and it does
get very busy at tines. This road is not w de enough for two | anes
of

traffic plus cycle lanes. A mnibus service has been proposed as a
benefit (though in reality the cost of this to residents would



probably prevent the idea fromever taking off), The intention is
for this to travel to Twford and Wargrave Piggott School only, so
this would be of very Iimted use. The Piggott is just one of nany
school s chosen by fanilies in Hurst and sone are finding it
difficult to get a place there now Wth the |arge devel opnent
taking place in Twyford , this situation will only worsen.

The proposal to change the main High Street by introducing buil d-out
kerbs with w dened footways will further urbani se the street scene

t hrough Hurst, and very possibly cause problens for existing
residents living along that stretch of road in terns of parking and
gai ning access to and fromtheir properties.

Thi s proposed devel opnent falls outside the devel opnent linit for
Hurst. As such, it should not nornally be pernitted unless, by
exception, specific conditions are net - as they have not been net
by this proposal, it surely should not be granted perm ssion

This devel opnent is not at all in keeping with the character of the
village. The size and density is excessive in a village like this.
The WBC Local Character Assessnent strategy is to conserve and
enhance the rural character of the area - a developnent like this

i nvol ving the renoval of hedgerows and introduction of access roads
on a nuch |oved and appreci ated green space that has renai ned
unchanged for centuries will danmage forever the rural character of
Hur st and

Wi stley Geen. The dark sky nature of this space provides a
wonderful habitat for a lot of wildlife, including nocturnal and
protected species such as bats and hedgehogs. A large, urbanized
devel opnent like this with street lighting, vehicle novenent and al
associ ated noise and activity, will totally destroy the habitat.

Al'l the findings and reasons for refusal of the previous proposa
for this site last year by M Wldsnmith still stand (ref:

APP/ X0360/ W 22/ 3309202.) | sincerely hope that this proposal wll
be

rej ected.



