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1 Introduction

1.1 Background and Proposals

1.1.1 Aspect Ecology has been commissioned by Elivia Homes Ltd to produce a Biodiversity
Enhancement Plan (BEP) in respect of planning condition 15 of outline planning consent
211889 for proposed works at 240 Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead (approximately centred
at grid reference SU801648), shown within the red line on Plan 6087/BEP1, referred to in
this report as ‘the site’.

1.1.2 This report has been produced for the approval of reserved matters pursuant to outline
planning consent 211889 for the erection of up to 26 dwellings. All matters reserved other
than means of access from the existing highway on Nine Mile Ride and associated
infrastructure, landscaping and demolition of two existing dwellings. Appearance,
Landscaping, Layout and Scale to be considered.

1.2 Overview

1.2.1 The site is located south of the B3430 Nine Mile Ride, in the south of Wokingham.  The main
body of the site is set back from the road, beyond existing residential properties and
associated curtilages (numbers 232 to 242 Nine Mile Ride), with 2 separate existing access
drives leading into the site between the properties. Accordingly, the northern site boundary
lies adjacent to Nine Mile and associated residential properties, with further residential
development beyond.  East and west of the site is further residential development, along
with areas of woodland and grassland.  The southern site boundary is marked by Wick Hill
Lane (Restricted Byway) with further residential properties and open farmland beyond.

1.2.2 The site itself is formed by the existing residential properties at 238 and 240 Nine Mile Ride
and their associated access and curtilages, along with an area of woodland.  Accordingly,
habitats present include the existing woodland, along with buildings, hardstanding, amenity
grassland and planting and a number of individual trees.

1.3 Relevant Planning Condition

1.3.1 Planning Condition 15 which is addressed by this LEMP is set out below in italics. Reference
to relevant parts of this document pertaining to the issues raised has been noted below (not
in italics) as appropriate.

1.3.2 Condition 15 states:

“No development shall take place until a detailed scheme to maintain the ecological
permeability of the site (especially with regards to reptiles, amphibians and hedgehogs) and
to provide species enhancements through the provision of bat and bird boxes at a minimum
ratio of one per dwelling shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning
authority. The enhancement measures specified within the scheme shall be implemented in
accordance with a timetable agreed in writing with the local planning authority.”

1.4 Purpose of the Report

1.4.1 This report aims to address the requirements of condition 15 of the planning permission by
setting out the relevant ecological measures that will be provided. Where relevant
information is specified in detail in other documents, these are cross-referenced rather than
repeating their content.
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1.4.2 Relevant ecological mitigation and enhancement measures are shown on Plan 6087/BEP1.

1.4.3 This approved BEP shall be adhered to and implemented in accordance with the approved
details.
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2 Ecological Permeability

2.1 Approach

2.1.1 Measures that provide habitat connectivity, with particular regard reptiles,
amphibians and hedgehogs. The site is suitable to support hedgehog, and while
surveys found no reptiles within the site, slow-worm has been recorded at an adjacent
site. Permeability measures would therefore focus on the provision of garden fence
cutouts that allow hedgehogs to readily move through the development, as well as
provision of boundary vegetation that provides connectivity around the site perimeter
and the wider landscape for wildlife. Hedgehog domes could also beneficially be
included within the proposals.

2.2 Permeability Measures

Hedgehog

2.2.1 In accordance with the requirements of condition 15, cut-outs in garden fences will be
created to maintain connectivity throughout the developed site for Hedgehog and
other wildlife. This will ensure that wildlife such as Hedgehogs, reptiles and
amphibians can move between areas of suitable foraging habitat within and outside
residential gardens.

2.2.2 The locations of cutouts for hedgehogs through the site are shown on Plan 6087/BEP1.
All cutouts will be of 13cm x 13cm size. Where passing through wooden fences,
cutouts would be provided by raising fence panels in accordance with the design
shown at Appendix 6087/LEMP1. Where passing through brick walls, a gap of the
required size would be provided at ground level in accordance with the design shown
at Appendix 6087/LEMP1. All hedgehog cutouts will be labelled with signage to
indicate their function as a “hedgehog highway” for the benefit of informing residents.

Reptiles and Amphibians

2.2.3 Condition 15 requires the identification of permeability measures within the site in
respect of reptiles and amphibians, however, the ecological appraisal undertaken for
the scheme has concluded that the site is of negligible importance for reptiles and
amphibians and did not recommend specific mitigation measures for these groups. On
the basis of this, specific mitigation for reptiles and amphibians is not required, while
connectivity throughout the site for these groups will be achieved by the same
measures that are proposed for Hedgehog.



240 Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead
Biodiversity Enhancement Plan (Condition 15)

July 2025 Page|4

3 Faunal Enhancements
3.1.1 A range of new faunal enhancements will be provided within the site as described

below and shown on Plan 6087/BEP1. Residents will be provided with an educational
brochure describing these features and explaining their biodiversity benefits.

Bats

3.1.2 In accordance with the scheme’s ecological appraisal, to provide an increased bat
roosting resource following development, 32 new bat boxes will be provided.

3.1.3 Bat boxes will be integrated on retained trees and within the new build as high as
possible and located in sheltered wind-free areas that are exposed to the sun for part
of the day, facing a south-east, south or south-westerly direction, particularly those
overlooking retained woodland areas. Integrated bat boxes and roost features will be
incorporated into the new build. A total of 32 bat boxes will be provided. Locations of
bat boxes are shown on Plan 6087/BEP1, with specific designs at Appendix 6087/2.

 26 No. Bat Brick Houses (or similar) will be provided;

 6 No. Schwegler 1FD Bat Boxes.

Birds

3.1.4 In accordance with the scheme’s ecological appraisal, 32 new bird nesting boxes will
be provided within the site.

3.1.5 Bird boxes will be of a variety of types to support a range of bird species. These will be
positioned as high up as possible, facing a north, north-easterly or north-westerly
direction, in sheltered wind-free areas that exposed to the sun for part of the day.
Locations of types of bird boxes are shown on Plan 6087/LEMP1 and specific designs
at Appendix 6087/3.

3.1.6 Bird boxes provided will be a mixture of types as follows:

 13 No. Schwegler No.17 Triple Cavity Swift Box (or similar);

 13 No. Bird Brick House (or similar);

 6 No. Schwegler No.1B Bird Box (or similar).

Invertebrates

3.1.7 In accordance with the recommendations of the Ecological Appraisal, habitat piles
would be provided to provide habitats for invertebrates and other wildlife. Habitat
piles would follow the recommendations in the Ecological Appraisal to retain dead
wood habitats for the benefit of Stag Beetle. 6 No. Habitat Piles would be created in
retained habitats within the site. Specifications for habitat piles are shown at Appendix
6087/LEMP4.

3.1.8 32 bee bricks will be provided within new buildings at locations shown on Plan
6087/LEMP1. These features will increase the provision of habitats for non-swarming
solitary bees and other invertebrates. Bee bricks will be preferentially positioned
within south-facing walls at low positions but at least 1m above ground level. Bricks
designs of the design shown at Appendix 6087/LEMP5 would be positioned to
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minimise risk of obstruction by vegetation and to maximise proximity to nectar and
pollen sources.
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4 Summary and Conclusions
4.1.1 This document presents a Biodiversity Enhancement Plan (BEP) for development of

land at 240 Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead. This report has been produced for the
approval of reserved matters pursuant to outline planning consent 211889 for the
erection of up to 26 dwellings. All matters reserved other than means of access from
the existing highway on Nine Mile Ride and associated infrastructure, landscaping and
demolition of two existing dwellings. Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale to be
considered.

4.1.2 This BEP sets out the measures that will be implemented at the site alongside the
proposed development in relation to ecological permeability and faunal
enhancements, in accordance with the ecological appraisal for the development and
the requirements of Condition 15.

4.1.3 The measures within this BEP shall be carried out as approved and accordingly, satisfy
the requirements of Condition 15 of the planning permission.
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