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Even the planning officer from Reading University agreed at one of
the public consultations that it is odd that Lower Earley Way which
is log-jamed, often back to the Bl ack Boy roundabout, norning and
eveni ng, should be considered suitable to nmanage the additiona
traffic under the Loddon Village proposal. Experience indicates that
in the Reading area new properties generally house two vehicles, and
often three, and it is proposed that the majority of these wll
debouche onto Lower Earley Way as they attenpt to join the
notorways. | note that no figure has been given for the cost of the
new notorway bridge which will carry the new traffic over the M4 but
the pl anning officer suggested upwards of 10 nmillion. Equally no
mention is nmade of any traffic surveys conducted to explore the

i npact of the new traffic on the existing Lower Earley; the
references to partial dualling are nerely a sop to |l ocal opinion
Above all, the proposed devel opnent with its dualling of parts of
Lower Earley Way, will fundanentally danage the still-essentially
rural identity of this part of Lower Earley, and will destroy the
green corridor which was prom sed woul d be guaranteed when the
original estate was planned and built. It should be noted that the
pl anni ng i nspectors referred to this prom se when a recent proposa
was nmade for further housing and a Lidl/A di store at the end of

Mel dreth Way. The inspectors noted that they were surprised that the
application had been made at all

| accept the need for additional new housing in the UK and agree
that Reading nust play its part in this, but why does this schene
yet again involve Lower Earley which has surely done nore than nost
areas: why not, for exanple, Twyford, where even a proposal to
extend the station car park has been nmet with a stubborn refusal ?
The answer, one nust conclude, has much to do with those
influential councillors who reside in Twyford. In addition, one
notes that the so-called Garden Village involves the sale and

devel opnent of Readi ng University |land which has no particul ar val ue
unl ess used for building. One nust al so suspect that the recent
financial |osses suffered by the university are a prine notivation
for this proposal. The planni ng docunent does not nention the fact
that nost of the Iand for developnent is on a flood plain. The

pl anni ng docunent delivered to residents nerely refers to
unspecified plans to deal with the issue of potentia

floodi ng and research to process grey water, whatever that is.

Fl oodi ng of the Loddon and ot her |ocal waterways now occurs every
year and the water has to go sonewhere

If the Garden Village schene nust go ahead, then the planning
authorities nust explain why the huge increase in traffic nust be
routed through Lower Earley rather than follow ng other routes out
of the conurbation south of the M.



