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COWENTS:
Conflict with Wkingham Borough Council's Cdimte Objectives

Woki ngham Bor ough Council declared a dinate Energency in 2019 and
has committed to doing as nmuch as possible to achieve carbon
neutrality by 2030. Its Cinmate Energency Action Plan identifiesNew
Devel opnents as a priority area and sets an objective for
residential and non-residential devel opnent to be designed and built
to carbon-neutral standards.

The Council's climate strategy also identifies reduci ng energy
demand, increasing renewabl e-energy generation and reducing reliance
on fossil-fuel generation as inportant neasures in achieving its
climate objectives.

The proposed devel opnent raises a clear concern in relation to these
conmitnents. It is an exceptionally energy-intensive devel opnent,
requiring approxi mately 72MN of el ectrical power and potentially up
to 110MN while the existing electricity network is understood to
provide only approximtely 1.8MNof capacity to the site. As a
result, the proposal anticipates substantial on-site electricity
generation fromnatural gas until sufficient grid capacity becones
avai |l abl e.

This means that a devel opnment of this scale would initially rely to
a significant extent on fossil-fuel generation, despite the
Council's stated objective of reducing reliance on fossil fuels and
its conmmtnent to achieving carbon neutrality.

The fact that this gas generation is described as an "interint
nmeasure does not renove the issue. |If the arrangenent is required
for several years, it could result in substantial fossil-fue
consunption and carbon enissions during a significant period of the
devel opnent's operational life. The applicant should therefore
denonstrate clearly how the proposed energy strategy is conpatible
with the Council's

climate objectives, including the expected duration and scal e of

nat ural -gas generation and the resulting carbon em ssions.

Any proposed future transition to | ower-carbon electricity,
renewabl e- energy provi sion or waste-heat recovery should be
supported by firm enforceable commtnents rather than relying
solely on future intentions.

The Council should therefore require the applicant to denonstrate
how a devel opnent of this scale, initially dependent upon
substantial fossil-fuel generation, is consistent with Wki ngham
Borough Council's own clinmate objectives and its commtnent to
achi eving carbon neutrality before planning pernissionis gr

ant ed.



