
From:                                 Resh Thorpe <Resh.Thorpe@wokingham.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  13 February 2026 10:30:49 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Anne Barden" <Anne.Barden@wokingham.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Fw: Let floodplains flood

Morning Anne,

Could you also include this comment against the Loddon application from the same resident that raise 
the query. I have highlighted the text below. This is quite an important comment as relates to our 
climate emergency action plan targets.

Kind Regards,
 
Resh 
 
Resh Thorpe (she/her)
Strategic Climate Engagement Officer
Environment & Safety
Wokingham Borough Council 
Email: resh.thorpe@wokingham.gov.uk
Website: www.wokingham.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 

From: Owen Williams <owenw1406@gmail.com>
Sent: 12 February 2026 18:40
To: Climate Emergency <climate.emergency@wokingham.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Let floodplains flood
 

You don't often get email from owenw1406@gmail.com. Learn why this is 
important

Hello Resh,

Thank you for your email and taking the time to get back to me. I appreciate you having ensured 
that the comments will be factored in. 

I'm also pleased to see that Wokingham has a climate engagement officer!

I worry that developments mitigate the immediate flooding risk, but fail to recognise the benefits 
of floodplains themselves, such as sequestering greater amounts of carbon. 

mailto:resh.thorpe@wokingham.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnne.Barden%40wokingham.gov.uk%7Ca9102b65c4ce4b1ac3fd08de6ae29329%7C996ee15c0b3e4a6f8e65120a9a51821a%7C0%7C0%7C639065718540861621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N3dQaDtUp2va9ne7D7IHv014m4Q%2Frq6o6ARyjWjLp70%3D&reserved=0
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Best wishes 
Owen

On Thu, 12 Feb 2026, 08:46 Climate Emergency, <climate.emergency@wokingham.gov.uk> 
wrote:

Dear Owen,

Thank you for your email and for raising your concerns regarding the proposed development at the 
Loddon Valley site.

Your concerns have been passed on to the Planning team, as it relates to the current planning 
application for that site, which they are currently managing.

Given the significant volume of comments and objections received on planning applications, it is not 
standard practice to enter into detailed correspondence on individual cases. However, the Planning 
team have ensured that your concerns will be recorded as a comment against the application so that 
it forms part of the official submission.

Please be assured that, when the application is presented to the Planning Committee, the drainage 
and flooding implications will be fully assessed and addressed, along with all other relevant material 
planning considerations.

Thank you again for taking the time to contact us.

Kind Regards,
 
Resh
 
Resh Thorpe (she/her)
Strategic Climate Engagement Officer
Environment & Safety
Wokingham Borough Council 
Website: www.wokingham.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 

From: Owen Williams <owenw1406@gmail.com>
Sent: 26 January 2026 23:47
To: Climate Emergency <climate.emergency@wokingham.gov.uk>
Subject: Let floodplains flood

mailto:climate.emergency@wokingham.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnne.Barden%40wokingham.gov.uk%7Ca9102b65c4ce4b1ac3fd08de6ae29329%7C996ee15c0b3e4a6f8e65120a9a51821a%7C0%7C0%7C639065718540915945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G4CD4k%2BUW9EAjthNpU0t8ZvebKFIQzrq0VSNO4PhPws%3D&reserved=0
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You don't often get email from owenw1406@gmail.com. Learn why this is 
important

 WARNING!

 For the attention of 

WBC, Optalis, WHL, BCSolutions and 
Councillors

This mail is from an external sender - please do not click any links or 
open any attachments unless you trust this sender, and know the 
content is safe

Hello,

In your recent edition of the environment emIl newsletter, you commenced with a Berkhire 
nature graphic. One of the icons on this graphic was 'let floodplains flood'. I entirely agree. 

Yet currently there is an active planning proposal for thousands of houses to be built on the 
Loddon floodplain at and around the University of Reading site near Shinfield. 

This site is wholly within the Loddon floodplain. Anyone who drives past currently can easily 
see the vast floodwaters that are pooled there. I attach one picture - of many - that my daughter 
took a week ago (before the heaviest recent rain). 

I find it difficult to reconcile the email and the graphic, more so the claimed environmental 
credentials and the proposed development. I would be grateful for a response regarding how 
you think such a development is remotely reasonable.

Many thanks

mailto:owenw1406@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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Owen Williams 



Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an 
individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.

DISCLAIMER You should be aware that all e-mails received and sent by this Council are 
subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and therefore may be disclosed to a third 
party. (The information contained in this message or any of its attachments may be privileged 
and confidential and intended for the exclusive use of the addressee). The views expressed 
may not be official policy but the personal views of the originator. If you are not the 
addressees any disclosure, reproduction, distribution, other dissemination or use of this 
communication is strictly prohibited.

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an 
individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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