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COMMENTS:
To sumari se, | cannot support this planning application until the
above reassurances are net. | seek assurance that the benefit of any

devel opnentis felt by ny constituents and | ocal businesses, who will
ultimately host this devel opnent. As it stands, the devel oper has
not yet convinced constituents that the above concerns shall be
addressed as part of the usual planning process.

Yuan Yang MP
| amwiting in ny capacity as the MP for Earl ey and Wodl ey
regardi ng the proposed data centre in the constituency.

I have had constituents wite to ne with their concerns and
attended the public neeting on 16 Cctober with Sonning and Earl ey
residents so | could |listen to the issues.

| acknow edge that Britain needs enough data centres to keep the
econony running, from banking and online shopping to NHS services
and national security. W should not rely on other countries to
store our nost sensitive information

| also believe we want the jobs and i nvestnent that cone with new
technol ogy and note the prospective jobs associated with this
pl anni ng application

Yet, new devel opnents need to work for |ocal people. That neans
gi ving comunities and people a proper say in what gets built and
delivering developnent in keeping with their views.

Whi | st the governnment is fixing years of underinvestnment in
Britain's energy system refornmng grid connections will take tine.

I

acknow edge this is where a ot of ny constituents have worri es.
According to the planning proposals, the data centre will be unable
to connect to the grid in the next decade, and with no cl ear
assessnent of the feasibility of a grid connection. As a result, the
carbon emi ssions of the data centre would severely inpact Wki ngham
Borough Council's ability to achieve its zero carbon target, if not
render them i npossi bl e.

As well as carbon enissions, ny constituents are concerned regardi ng
bi odi versity. Thanmes Valley Park is known to provi de 80-acres of
nature with wetland habitats. The devel oper has prom sed that they
woul d deliver at |least 10% Bi odi versity Net Gain. | expect Wki ngham
Borough Council to place strict conditions on the devel oper, if the
Pl anni ng Applications Conmittee is nminded to agree this planning
application.

| also wish to note that constituents are concerned about the data
centre encroaching on their quality of life through noise levels, as
well as affecting wildlife in the neighbouring reserve. No noise
pol l uti on assessnment has been subnmitted. Should the application for



access be granted, | would expect the devel opers to undertake such
an assessment, will be sure to liaise with constituents and

Woki ngham Bor ough Counci| regarding the design, which | understand
is proposed to be a reserved matter

Additionally, constituents have shared with ne the concern regarding
precedent. Wiilst | appreciate this is necessarily a substantive

pl anni ng consideration, the worry is that nore data centres will be
proposed with electricity supply inpacted. These are valid concerns.

Finally, | appreciate the concern that Wki ngham Borough Council are
devel opi ng their next Local Plan with a view of neeting the
governnent' s housing targets. Many constituents feel that Thanes
Val |l ey Park could be repurposed for honmes, given it is a brownfield
site. | understand the worry that this planning application could
result in a lost opportunity for new honmes for residents. However,
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Borough Council to place strict conditions on the devel oper, if the
Pl anni ng Applications Conmittee is nminded to agree this planning
application.

| also wish to note that constituents are concerned about the data
centre encroaching on their quality of life through noise |levels, as
well as affecting wildlife in the neighbouring reserve. No noise
pol I uti on assessnment has been subnmitted. Should the application for
access be granted, | would expect the devel opers to undertake such
an assessment, will be sure to liaise with constituents and

Woki ngham Bor ough Counci| regarding the design, which | understand
is proposed to be a reserved matter

Additionally, constituents have shared with ne the concern regarding
precedent. Wiilst | appreciate this is necessarily a substantive

pl anni ng consideration, the worry is that nore data centres will be
proposed with electricity supply inpacted. These are valid concerns.

Finally, | appreciate the concern that Wki ngham Borough Council are
devel opi ng their next Local Plan with a view of neeting the
governnent' s housing targets. Many constituents feel that Thanes
Val |l ey Park could be repurposed for honmes, given it is a brownfield
site. | understand the worry that this planning application could
result in a lost opportunity for new honmes for residents. However,
for the site to be repurposed for housing as others have suggested,
there would need to be appetite fromthe housi ng market and a
further

pl anni ng application | odged for this change of use. | understand
that this change of use would not be in keeping with the
current Local Plan. | hope that Wki ngham Borough Council considers

any prospect of a |lost opportunity for housing as part of its
del i berati ons.
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To sumari se, | cannot support this planning application until the
above reassurances are net. | seek assurance that the benefit of any
devel opnentis felt by ny constituents and | ocal businesses, who will
ultimately host this devel opnent. As it stands, the devel oper has
not yet convinced constituents that the above concerns shall be
addressed as part of the usual planning process.

Yuan Yang MP



