PLANNI NG REF . 252498
PROPERTY ADDRESS : Arborfield Green Cormmunity Centre
. Arborfield, Reading

. R&G 9ND
SUBM TTED BY . Bar kham Pari sh Counci
DATE SUBM TTED . 14/ 01/ 2026

COWENTS:
The Parish Council fornmally objects to this application on the
foll owi ng grounds:

1. Hi ghway Congestion & Traffic Safety

Resi dents report significant congestion, speeding issues, and high
HGV vol unes on Langl ey Common Road, a situation worsened by th e

cl osure of School Road and increasing traffic headi ng towards

Woki ngham Wil e BPC recogni ses the safety benefits of closing
School Road for pupils,

there are several downsides that need to be managed, particularly as
these will be aggravated by the | evel of devel opnent planned in the
area. These include the negative inpact of increased traffic

vol umes on Langl ey Commobn Road and increased usage of the difficult
junction where school road joins Langl ey Cormbn Road and Bar kham
Road. This

application, along with others (Barkham Square, Arborfield Studios,
a 50-house schene, and 350 houses at Bl agrove Meadows (approved at
appeal )), will further stress |local highways. This is in direct
conflict with Core Strategy Policy CP6 (Managi ng Travel Demand),

whi ch states that devel opnent nust:

“reduce the need to travel and encourage the use of sustainable
transport nodes” (woki ngham gov. uk)

And CP10 (Inproving the Transport Network), which requires: “al
devel opnent proposal s nust deliver appropriate transport
i mprovenents or nmitigate any adverse transport inpacts”.

(woki ngham gov. uk)

These proposals fail to satisfy either requirement, as they do not
adequat el y address transport demand or provide necessary hi ghway
mtigation.

2.

| nadequat e Cunul ati ve | npact Assessnent & Mtigation

There is no conprehensive assessnent of cunulative traffic inpact
fromcurrent and future schenes. This shortconing contravenes
Managi ng Devel opnent Delivery (MDD) policies and the Wki ngham
Local Transport Plan, which enphasise a strategic, borough-w de
approach to transport infrastructure.

3. Non-Conpliance with Local Transport Strategy

The Local Transport Plan 2025 highlights the need to:

- Manage increasing car dependency in rural areas

- Reduce HGV vol unes

- Prioritise pedes trian and cyclist safety. (woki ngham gov. uk),
(myj our neywoki ngham com)

Nei t her application proposes suitable
strategi c highway inprovenents or active travel infrastructure to
address these core objectives.

4. Sewage Infrastructure &



Envi ronmental Pr otection

BPC requests that a condition be inposed to ensure no houses are
occupi ed prior to the upgrade of Arborfield

Sewage Treatnent Wrks. Wthout this upgrade, discharge events into
Bar kham Brook wi || becone nore frequent, and further sewage overl oad
wi |l negatively inpact our joint parishes.

5. Future Rel ated

Appl i cation

The Parish Council is aware that another application is expected in
Spring for the LGV Strategic Devel opnent Location (SDL). The
Council reserves the right to subnit further comments once it has
reviewed all three applications together to assess their conbi ned
transport inpacts.

Due to the above, the Parish Council urges refusal of this
application.



