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The Phillips & Powis company (renamed Miles Aircraft in 1943) designed 
and built 5,945 civil and military aircraft here at Reading Aerodrome, 
Woodley, from 1933-1947. 

25 500 25 500 25 500 25

Initially producing wooden light aircraft (notably the Miles Magister) for 
private owners and flying schools, the firm won a significant government 
order for 500 Miles Master trainers in 1938. At that time this was Britain’s 
largest such contract, and required rapid factory expansion.

THE PHILLIPS & POWIS/MILES AIRCRAFT FACTORY AT WOODLEY
A modern headquarters and major factory extension, designed by architect 
Guy Morgan and built by Harry Russell & Company, were formally opened 
on 27th January 1939 by the Secretary of State for Air, Sir Kingsley Wood. 
It featured an ingenious moving-track assembly line - the first in any British 
aircraft factory.

At the height of World War Two, 5,000 employees worked a 24-hour seven-
day week at Woodley and over 20 dispersed production and storage sites. 
Here, this innovative company operated flying training and aeronautical 
technical schools, designed what might have been the world’s first 
supersonic aircraft (the Miles M.52 - cancelled shortly before completion), 
repaired damaged Spitfires and produced the Biro ball-point pen. 

After receivership in 1947-48, the business became a general engineering 
firm, Western Manufacturing Estate, later the Adwest Group. Handley Page 
(Reading) manufactured another 50 aircraft (mostly Marathon and Herald 
airliners) here from 1948-1962 before Woodley Aerodrome closed in 1963 
and was largely redeveloped for housing. The 1939 Miles headquarters and 
remaining factory buildings continued providing valuable employment until 
2022 and were demolished in 2024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT 
THE MUSEUM OF BERKSHIRE AVIATION

www.museumofberkshireaviation.co.uk

Archive images courtesy of the Museum of Berkshire Aviation  
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Miles Master Moving Assembly Line (1939)

Former P & P/Miles Aircraft/WME HQ (Early 1950s)

Four Newly-Built Miles Masters (1939)

Air View of Factory Extensions From Southwest (Autumn 1938)

Air View of Factory Extensions From 

South (Autumn 1938)

Miles Magister First Flight

(20th March 1937)
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Figured dimensions only are to be used.  All dimensions to be checked onsite.
Differences between drawings and between drawings and specification or bills

of quantites to be reported to the PRC Group.

The copyright of the drawings and designs contained therein remains
vested in the PRC GroupC

R e v i s i o n s : Drawn / Chkd : D a t e :

12 Warren Yard,

Warren Park,

Milton Keynes,

MK12 5NW

01908 305 246

info@prc-group.com

www.prc-group.com

C l i e n t :

P r o j e c t :

D r a w i n g   T i t l e :

Scale

Job No :

Checked by : Date :

Rev :

Issue Status :

C o n s t r u c t i o n

I n f o r m a t i o n

T e n d e r

P r e l i m i n a r y

A p p r o v a l

Stage _ Drawing No :

Offices

Woking

Architecture

Urban Design

Master Planning

Planning

Interiors

London

Milton Keynes

Warsaw

@ A1 :

Landscape

As indicated

11/02/2025 07:54:37

HURRICANE URBAN HUB

HEADLEY ROAD EAST

WOOLEY

11359 WD 10-111

JAN 25AMc

HERITAGE BOARD DETAILS

FRONT ELEVATION
1:10

REAR ELEVATION
1:10

SIDE ELEVATION
1:10

3D VIEW

PLAN - TOP VIEW
1:10

PLAN - SUPPORT POST VIEW
1:10

HERITAGE BOARD LAYOUT
1:5
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TEXT SPECIFICATION

TEXT FONT: ARIAL

TEXT HEIGHT: 10mm

TEXT WIDTH FACTOR: 1mm

First construction Issue GJS / AMc 08/01/25

Heritage Board Layout amended GJS / AMc 05/02/25

Hertitage Board photo captions

amnded

GJS / AMc 11/02/25

HERITAGE BOARD FRAME SPECIFICATION

• 200 x 50mm Oak vertical support posts

• 100 x 25mm Oak support post tie
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C03
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