Biodiversity Survey & Assessment Report

Site Address: 8 Tiptree Cl, Lower Earley, Reading, RG6 4HS
Proposal: Installation of Air Source Heat Pump (ASHP)

Local Planning Authority: Wokingham Borough Council

1. Project Overview & Scope

The proposal involves the installation of an external ASHP unit. The development is
categorized as Minor/Householder development. The footprint of the installation is
negligible, and is situated within the curtilage of an existing residential dwelling.

2. Protected Species & Habitat Assessment

Following the LPA’s guidelines regarding impacts on protected species, a preliminary
desk-based assessment was conducted:

e Bats: The installation does not require demolition or significant structural alteration to
the roofline/soffits. As the ASHP is ground-mounted there is deemed, no impact on bat
roosts is anticipated.

e Great Crested Newts (GCN): A review of local mapping indicates no breeding ponds
within 250m that would be impacted by this small-scale installation on existing managed
land.

3. Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Statement
Under the Small Sites Metric considerations, the following applies to 8 Tiptree Close:

e Baseline Habitat: The proposed location for the ASHP is [insert habitat type, e.g.,
concrete hardstanding / nutrient-poor garden border].

e Irreplaceable Habitat: No irreplaceable habitats (ancient woodland, etc.) are present on
or adjacent to the site.

e Degradation: No pre-emptive clearing or degradation of the site has occurred prior to
this assessment.

e 10% Net Gain Strategy: Due to the "de minimis" nature of the project (affecting less
than 250m?), a full statutory metric is generally not required. However, if necessary to
support local biodiversity, we will discuss with the applicant to propose BNG devices
[insert small measure, e.g., the installation of a bird box or the planting of native
pollinator species] nearby.



4. Conclusion

The proposed ASHP installation at 8 Tiptree Cl is highly unlikely to have any significant impact
on local biodiversity, designated sites, or priority species. The project adheres to the spirit of
the CIEEM Guidelines by ensuring no loss of significant habitat and maintaining the
ecological integrity of the residential area.

Additional Information:

e The "De Minimis" Rule: In the UK, many minor domestic projects are exempt from the
mandatory 10% BNG if they impact less than 25 square meters of habitat.



