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SGRAY&CO,
Premises at Sheerlands House,
Sheerlands Road,
Finchampstead RG4O 4QX

KEY:-

1 Store and Workshop.
2 Garage.
3 Office (Sheerlands House).
4 Westwood Cottage.
5 Open Storage.
6 Open Storage.
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S G RAY & Co Ltd - TIMELINE        

 

S G RAY & CO PREMISES AT SHEERLANDS HOUSE, SHEERLANDS ROAD, 
FINCHAMPSTEAD RG40 4QX. 
 

Applicant –  
 
Evidence that:- 
 

1) On attached Exhibit AJT/01 and within the blue boundary, the office building 
numbered 3. occupied by S G Ray & Co Ltd and known as Sheerlands House, 

the attached ancillary garage numbered 2., the detached ancillary store & 
workshop numbered 1., the ancillary parking and ancillary open storage 
shared with Westwood Cottage numbered 5. together with: 
 

2) On attached Exhibit AJT/01 the open storage use on land edged green and 
numbered 6. ancillary to the principal S G Ray & Co Ltd use on the land edged 
blue. 

 

Have been continuously occupied since September 2007 for business and 
ancillary storage purposes uses in connection with the business known as S G Ray 

& Co Ltd. 
 

Accordingly on the balance of probabilities the business and ancillary storage 
uses began, and have operated continuously for a period in excess of ten years 
before the date of this application.  
 

 

BACKGROUND 
As a starting point the whole of the site edged red on Exhibit AJT/01 is owned by the Ray 
family. The smaller southern part (‘B’ on Plan 1. below) has been occupied by the family 

since 1972 and is jointly owned by and his Mother. The northern part (‘A’ on Plan 
1. below) has been occupied by the family since its purchase in June 1983 and is jointly 
owned by . 
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The joint ownership of the southern part ‘B’ began in 1979 following the death of 
Father and the property was re-mortgaged in March 2012. The commercial land edged blue 
on Exhibit AJT/01 was first occupied by S G Ray & Co Ltd in 1994. Prior to this date the 
company operated from Council owned premises at Unit 12 Hogwood Lane Industrial 
Estate. 
 
For the avoidance of doubt the land registry continue to describe the northern part ‘A’ as 

‘land adjoining Westwood Cottage, Eversley Road, Finchampstead’. This is despite the 
Council having subsequently changing the street name from Eversley Road to the existing 
Sheerlands Road. The original agricultural access from green edged area 6. on to 
Sheerlands Road was improved in 1985 allowing all-weather access for non-agricultural 
vehicles. 
 
 
PLANNING HISTORY. 

 
June 1983. purchase the land shown as ‘A’ on Plan 1. above and 
   S G Ray & Co Ltd commence ancillary storage use of the land edged green 
   on Exhibit AJT/01. 
 
May 1985. The existing site access from the green land on to Sheerlands Road is   
   improved to allow all-weather access. 

 
May 1994.  The business know as S G Ray & Co Ltd transfers from Hogwood Lane and 
   commercial occupation of the land edged blue on Exhibit AJT/01 begins. 
   The office is named ‘Sheerlands House’. 
 
June 2004. The transverse earth bund is inserted across the southwest boundary of 
   the green land to delineate the site boundary. 
 

 
EVIDENCE OF CONTINUOUS USE OF THE LAND EDGED BLUE ON EXHIBIT AJT/01 
FOR A PERIOD IN EXCESS OF TEN YEARS. 
 
Attached are ten separate annual files (EX 2007 – EX 2017) containing monthly invoices 
dating from January 2007 addressed to S G Ray & Co Ltd at Sheerlands House, Sheerlands 
Road, Finchampstead RG40 4QX. These demonstrate conclusively that Sheerlands House 

has continuously been the headquarter office of S G Ray & Co Ltd for a period in excess of 
10 years. 
 
EVIDENCE OF CONTINUOUS USE OF THE LAND EDGED GREEN ON EXHIBIT AJT/01 
FOR A PERIOD IN EXCESS OF TEN YEARS. 
 
Our principal evidence is airphoto EX 1. Which is a Google Earth airphoto dated 1/1/2005 

that shows the transverse earth bund inserted 2004 to delineate the site and stop straying 
livestock. A number of works vehicles and stored goods are visible outside the shadow cast 
by the trees. 
 
Airphoto EX 2. is an undated Google Earth airphoto believed to be taken 2008 showing a 
number of works vehicles and stored goods.  
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Airphoto EX 3. Is a Google earth airphoto dated 1/1/2010. It is less clear than EX 1. & 2. 
However close inspection will reveal stored items in the same position as shown on EX 2. 
 
Airphoto EX 4. Is the most recently available Google Earth airphoto dated 3/25/2017. The 
storage containers along the south-eastern tree margin are more clearly visible than in 
earlier airphotos; as are the yellow gas pipes stored at the northern end of the site. The 

foundation works for the AGLC/Crest SDL residential development to the north-west are 
visible. 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
1) On attached Exhibit AJT/01 and within the blue boundary, the office building numbered 

3. occupied by S G Ray & Co Ltd and known as Sheerlands House, the attached 

ancillary garage numbered 2., the detached ancillary store & workshop numbered 1., 
the ancillary parking and ancillary open storage shared with Westwood Cottage 
numbered 5. have all been continuously occupied for these purposes for a period in 
excess of 10 years prior to the date of this application. 

 
2) On attached Exhibit AJT/01 the open storage use on land edged green and numbered 

6. Which is ancillary to the principal S G Ray & Co Ltd use on the land edged blue has 

been continuously occupied for a period in excess of 10 years prior to the date of this 
application. 

 
 
OTHER EVIDENCE 
 
Accompanying the application and listed under ‘List of Exhibits’ below are two Affidavits 
from the company directors corroborating the evidence given above.  

 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
From the evidence submitted it has been demonstrated that on the balance of probability 
the applicants  trading as S G Ray & Co Ltd have continuously used the 
buildings and open areas within those sections of the site edged blue and green on Exhibit 
AJT/01 for a period in excess of ten years from the date of this application. Accordingly the 

uses are immune from enforcement action and the Council should issue the requested 
Certificate of Lawfulness. 
 
 
LIST OF EXHIBITS 
 
Exhibit AJT/01  Plan showing disposition of buildings and land uses. 

 
EX1 2005  A Google airphoto date stamped 1/1/2005. 
 
EX2 2008  A Google airphoto believed to be dated 2008. 
 
EX3 2010  A Google airphoto date stamped 1/1/2010. 
 
EX4 2017  A Google airphoto date stamped 3/25/2017. 
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EX5   Affidavit of Keith Ray dated 00/00/2017. 
 
EX6   Affidavit of Colin Ray dated 00/00/2017. 
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Prepared by Tony Thorpe Associates and based on evidence given by .  

AJT/SB/SGRAY 23/08/2017 
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