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Grassland Management
Habitat Type Management 

Phase 
Operational objective Activity J F M A M J J A S O N D

Establishment Ensure establishment of 
a healthy sward.

Once established cut to a height of 
approximately 10cm. Remove cuttings. Carried 
out every 6-8 weeks throughout first growing 
season from mid-summer onwards.

Maintenance Maintain and enhance 
meadow grassland for 
ecological diversity.

Cut once annually to no less than 10cm, at the 
end of August. Remove cuttings. 

Establishment Ensure establishment of 
a healthy sward.

Once established cut to a height of 
approximately 10cm. Remove cuttings. Carried 
out every 6-8 weeks throughout first growing 
season.

Maintenance Maintain and enhance 
wet grassland for 
ecological diversity.

Cut once annually to no less than 10cm. 
Remove cuttings.   

Establishment Ensure establishment of 
a healthy sward.

Once established cut to a height of 
approximately 10cm. Remove cuttings. Carried 
out every 6-8 weeks throughout first growing 
season from mid-summer onwards.

Maintenance Maintain and enhance 
rough grassland areas.

Single cut to 10cm in late-spring on 2-3 year 
rotation. 30-40% to be cut in any one year. 

1

Rough

Wildflower 
meadow

Wet



Establishment Ensure establishment of 
a healthy sward.

Carry out first cut once grass has reached 5cm, 
cutting off 1cm, and lightly roll. Maintain sward 
at 5cm by regular cutting at appropriate 
intervals through the growing season.

1 1 2 2 2 2 1 1

Maintenance Maintain a short, neat 
sward for moderate 
recreational use. Prevent 
encroachment of woody 
species.

Regular cutting to 5cm throughout March-
October (up to 14 times per year). Water and 
weed when needed.

1 1 2 2 2 2 1 1

Establishment Control problem species, 
e.g. Ragwort, Nettles, 
Thistle

Apply spot herbicide as required (Assume 1% 
of total area to be treated) or hand pull if within 
5m of waterbodies

1

Maintenance To maintain a healthy 
and uniform sward. Do 
not apply organic or 
inorganic fertilisers or 
lime. Do not apply 
insecticides, herbicides 
or fungicides; the 
exception is herbicides 
for the control of specific 
problem weeds � 
herbicides for these 
species should be 
applied by weed wiper or 
spot treatment with a 
back-pack sprayer. 

Repair any erosion and settlement with re-
seeding with the same species seed mix as 
used originally at appropriate time during the 
growing season. Control encroaching scrub.

Note: Shaded blocks indicate recommended window for the relevant management activity to be carried out. Numbered blocks indicate that management should be 
carried out at this time and the frequency.

Amenity

All new 
grassland



Hedgerows and Boundary Management
Type Management 

Phase
Operational Objective Activity J F M A M J J A S O N D

Establishment Enhance hedgerows for 
wildlife and habitat 
connectivity.  Plant up 
gaps in existing 
hedgerow.

Plant up gaps to correspond with existing width 
of hedgerow and protect new planting with 
appropriate guards (see 'Trees and Scrub' 
schedule). Cut annually until height matches 
with existing.

Maintenance Maintain and enhance 
ecological value. Allow 
the development of 
standard trees within the 
hedges.

Cut on 2-3 year cycle with tractor mounted 
cutter or hand held equipment, with 1/3 of 
hedges being cut every year.

Establishment Establish new species-
rich native hedgerows, 
native hedgerows and 
ornamental hedgerows.

Plant hedgerows and protect with appropriate 
guards  (see 'Trees and Scrub' schedule). Cut 
annually for 3 years to encourage bushy 
growth.

Species-rich native hedgerows (informal):  Cut 
on 2-3 year cycle with tractor mounted cutter or 
hand held equipment, with 1/3 of hedges being 
cut every year on rotation.

Native hedgerows and ornamental hedgerows 
(formal):  Cut up to 3 times a year using tractor 
mounted cutter or hand held equipment 
(preceded by nesting bird check where 
appropriate).

1 1 1

Plant guards Establishment Protect from animal 
damage.

Inspect and maintain guards twice a year for up 
to 5 years after planting (see 'Trees and Scrub' 
schedule).

Fences and 
gates

Maintenance Maintain condition and 
safety, and integrity of 
fencing and any gates 
not pertaining to private 
curtilages.

Inspect annually and repair as necessary.

Native 
Hedgerows 
(existing)

Maintain and enhance 
ecological value. Allow 
the development of 
standard trees within the 
hedges.

Maintenance

Native and 
Ornamental 
Hedgerows 
(new)



All boundaries Maintenance Maintain condition and 
ensure boundaries are 
fulfilling duties.

Inspect twice per annum.

Note: Shaded blocks indicate recommended window for the relevant management activity to be carried out. Numbered blocks indicate that management should be 
carried out at this time and the frequency.



Native Scrub and Tree Management 
Habitat Type Management 

Phase
Operation Objective Activity J F M A M J J A S O N D

Protect with appropriate guards/fencing.
                                 

Maintain >1m weed-free zone around base of 
newly planted trees and shrubs using mulch and/ 
or 3 herbicide applications per year (or hand 
pulling if within 5m of waterbodies).

1 1 1

� Replace any dead plants during establishment 
period.

Ensure establishment by 
observing moisture 
levels around base of 
trees during dry months 
and tree stakes are 
intact.

� Water during long, dry spells.                      
� Regularly check tree stakes until fully 
established, 3 times per year. Repair and replace 
damaged tree stakes and ties. Remove stakes 
once established.
� Keep clear stems up to 2m.

Maintain and enhance 
for ecological diversity, 
amenity and public 
safety.

� Coppice shrubs on a 10 year rotation (or as 
required), cutting no more than 1/5 of all shrubs 
each year. Use brash from cuttings to protect 
stools, and stack logs.
� Thin tree canopy from new woodland areas by 
gradually removing nurse species. Assess 
annually.
� Inspect. Stop low branches and scrub 
encroaching onto footpaths. 

Maintain for public safety 
and check for diseases.

Inspect. Fell dangerous trees, remove dangerous 
branches.

Plant guards Establishment Protect from animal 
damage.

Inspect and maintain guards twice a year for up 
to 5 years after planting.

Tree stakes Maintenance Maintain for support of 
trees until self 
supporting.

Check ties 3 times per year. Tighten/loosen and 
replace as necessary.  Remove stakes once 
established.

Note: Shaded blocks indicate recommended window for the relevant management activity to be carried out. 

Establishment Ensure establishment of 
healthy trees and scrub.

Maintenance 

New trees  
and native 
scrub planting


