
From:                                 Nathan Cantell <nathan@beechwoodtreecare.co.uk>
Sent:                                  19 August 2026 12:31:26 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Lindsey Abbott" <Lindsey.Abbott@wokingham.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Kim Verran" <kim@beechwoodtreecare.co.uk>
Subject:                             Reading blue coat
Attachments:                   Spec Sheet CA.pdf, 261535.pdf

 WARNING!
 For the attention of 

WBC, Optalis, WHL, BCSolutions and 
Councillors

This mail is from an external sender - please do not click any links or open 
any attachments unless you trust this sender, and know the content is 
safe

Hi Lindsey, 

I hope you are well?

Im slightly confused - I know that you mentioned that some of the trees that we sent a 
notification are, are within the TPO strip - but I do think some CA trees have been missed. For 
example T6216 (Plum) is within the CA but not on the notification. 

I have attached what we have submitted - please could you highlight which of the trees are 
subject to TPO (I will submit an application for these) and then I will assume that any others 
have no objection. 

Many thanks 

Many thanks 

Nathan
Sales Director

Beechwood Tree Care Limited
2 Playhatch Farm Cottages, Playhatch
RG4 9QX

Tel: 0118 9406115
Mob: 07711 199577
Email: nathan@beechwoodtreecare.co.uk
Website: www.beechwoodtreecare.co.uk

You don't often get email from nathan@beechwoodtreecare.co.uk. Learn why this is important

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Registered in England and Wales
Reg. No. 3739649
Registered Office Address:
The Centre, Reading Road, Eversley Centre,
Hampshire, RG27 0NB

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This e-mail message and any attachments are intended only for the named addressee(s) and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail and its 
attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately 
notify the sender and permanently delete the original and all copies.
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Tree ID: 306 


Tree Type: Maple 


Recommendation: Fell to ground level. 


Priority: 3 Months 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 6213 


Tree Type: Sycamore 


Recommendation: Fell to ground. 


Priority: 3 Months 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 6214 


Tree Type: Lime 


Recommendation: Crown clean by removal of dead wood. 


Priority: 3 Months 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 6256 


Tree Type: Yew 


Recommendation: Fell to ground level. 


Priority: 3 Months 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


CA/TPO: CA 


Tree ID: 6262 


Tree Type: Sycamore 


Recommendation: Pollard at 2m AGL. 


Priority: 3 Months 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 6263 


Tree Type: Ash 


Recommendation: Fell to ground level. 


Priority: 3 Months 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 6264 


Tree Type: Ash 







 
 


 


Recommendation: Fell to ground level. 


Priority: 3 Months 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 231 


Tree Type: Western Balsam Poplar 


Recommendation: Prune off low limb (N) to trunk. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 265 


Tree Type: Western Balsam Poplar 


Recommendation: Crown raise (N) to give 3m clearance to adjacent building roof. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 308 


Tree Type: Ash 


Recommendation: Prune back canopy from adjacent building roof to give 3m clearance. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 309 


Tree Type: Yew 


Recommendation: Prune back canopy from adjacent building roof to give 2m clearance. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 316 


Tree Type: Holly 


Recommendation: Coppice. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 568 


Tree Type: Plane 


Recommendation: Crown reduce by removal of regrowth back to previous pruning points. Remove 


all up-right suckers. Raise canopy height to 6m AGL, and minimum 3m clearance to adjacent building 


roofs/walls. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 729 


Tree Type: Lime 


Recommendation: Re-pollard. 







 
 


 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 830 


Tree Type: Oak 


Recommendation: Prune back canopy (S) to give 2-3m clearance. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 848 


Tree Type: Yew 


Recommendation: Prune back crown (S) to give 2m clearance to adjacent building. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 849 


Tree Type: Yew 


Recommendation: Prune back canopy from adjacent building roofs to give 2m clearances. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 850 


Tree Type: Yew 


Recommendation: Prune back extended branches over roof by 2.5m. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 851 


Tree Type: Yew 


Recommendation: Prune back canopy from adjacent building roofs to give 3m clearance. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 1047 


Tree Type: Yew 


Recommendation: Prune back canopy from adjacent building roof to give 2m clearance 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 4945 


Tree Type: Sycamore 


Recommendation: Remove low branch over highway to trunk. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


 


 







 
 


 


Tree ID: 4967 


Tree Type: Norway Maple 


Recommendation: Prune back longest lower canopy branches (S) by 2m to remove squirrel damage. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 4988 


Tree Type: Oak 


Survey Recommendation: Section fell in safe and controlled manner to just above ground level. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 5809 


Tree Type: Horse Chestnut 


Recommendation: Fell to ground level. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 5839 


Tree Type: Elm 


Recommendation: Fell orange striped stems. 


CA/TPO: TPO (n/a) 


 


Tree ID: 5849 


Tree Type: Sycamore 


Recommendation: Fell to ground level. 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 6216 


Tree Type: Myrobalan Plum 


Recommendation: Crown reduce by 35% (2m). 


CA/TPO: CA 


 


Tree ID: 6238 


Tree Type: Holly 


Recommendation: Fell to ground level. 


CA/TPO: CA 








 


Tel: (0118) 974 6000 
Email: development.control@wokingham.gov.uk 


Date: 17 August 2026 


My ref: LA/CA/261535 


 


 


 


 
Mr. Nathan Cantell 
Beechwood Tree Care Ltd 
2 Playhatch Farm Cottages 
Playhatch 
RG4 9QX 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Nathan Cantell, 
 
SECTION 211 NOTIFICATION OF WORK TO TREES WITHIN THE SONNING 
CONSERVATION AREA 
APPLICATION NUMBER: 261535 
LOCATION: READING BLUE COAT SCHOOL, SONNING LANE, SONNING, WOKINGHAM, 
RG4 6SU 
 
With reference to your notification which was received and validated on the 30 June 2026, I am 


writing to advise you that Wokingham Borough Council raises no objections to the proposed 


tree works being undertaken as specified within the SONNING Conservation Area.  


 
Proposed works:  


Works to trees within a Conservation Area and protected by Tree Preservation Order comprising 


the felling, pollarding, coppicing, crown reductions, crown raising, crown cleaning and pruning of 


multiple trees in accordance with the submitted tree schedule. 


 


T231, Western Balsam Poplar: 


• Prune off low limb (N) to trunk. 


• Reason: 


 


T265, Western Balsam Poplar: 


• Crown raise (N) to give 3m clearance to adjacent building roof. 


• Reason(tree survey): No significant visible defects. Encroachment to adjacent building 


roof. 


 


T568, Plane: 


• Crown reduce by removal of regrowth back to previous pruning points. Remove all up-


right suckers. Raise canopy height to 6m AGL, and minimum 3m clearance to adjacent 


building roofs/walls. 


• Reason (tree survey): Previously crown redu[c]ed. No significant visible defects. 


Regrowth from previous pruning points is 2.5-4m long. 


Place and Growth 


Development Management Team 


P.O. Box 157 


             Shute End, Wokingham 


Berkshire RG40 1WR 


Tel: (0118) 974 6000 


Minicom No: (0118) 974 6991 


DX: 33506 - Wokingham 


 







 


 


T729, Lime: 


• Re-pollard. 


• Reason (tree survey): Previously topped at 9m AGL; regrowth approaching size which 


will tear-out from topping-points. 


 


T830, Oak: 


• Proposed work spec change: Prune back canopy (southern side) to give 2-3m clearance 


to structures, building and fence only.  


• Reason (tree survey): No significant visible defects. Canopy (S) beginning to encroach 


on adjacent building corner. 


 


T848, Yew: 


• Prune back crown (S) to give 2m clearance to adjacent building. 


• Reason (tree survey): Previously topped at 4.5m AGL. Excessive foliar growth over roof 


of adjacent building roof. 


 


T849, Yew 


• Prune back canopy from adjacent building roofs to give 2m clearances. 


• Reason (tree survey): Modest foliar growth over adjacent building roof (S). 


 


T850, Yew: 


• Prune back extended branches over roof by 2.5m. 


• Reason (tree survey): Slightly sparse foliage in middle and upper crown. Branches 


extended over adjacent building roof. 


 


T851, Yew 


• Prune back canopy from adjacent building roofs to give 3m clearance. 


• Reason (tree survey): Previously topped at 3m AGL. Excessive foliar growth over roofs 


of adjacent buildings. 


 


T4967, Norway Maple: 


• Prune back longest lower canopy branches (S) by 2m to remove squirrel damage. 


• Reason (tree survey): Squirrel damage throughout canopy. 


 


T5839, Elm: 


• Fell orange striped stems. 


• Reason (tree survey): Dead elms (DED). 


 


Reasons stated for works:  


See italicised text above from Site’s tree survey shared by the applicant via email on 6 August 


2026. 


 


Officer comments:  


The Council’s Tree and Landscape Officer visited the Site on Thursday 6th August 2026 to 
inspect the twenty-eight (28) trees listed in a tree work specifications document submitted with 







 


the application. The Officer was accompanied by another Council Tree Officer, Dr. Colette Yan. 
Eleven (11) trees were located within the Sonning Conservation only. These trees are listed 
within this notification. The remaining seventeen (17) trees were observed to be located inside 
a woodland and group TPO-0002-1951 located within the Site. The Officer advised the applicant 
and agent to submit a tree works application for trees covered by a TPO. A revised date of 
determination was agreed by email for 17 August 2026. 
 
The proposed work to the trees specified above is acceptable. The works are for the common 


good of the Site and its users, ensuring the school grounds remain safe. The work planned for 


the identified trees will neither be detrimental to the health or safety of the trees nor will it 


adversely affect the visual amenity of the Conservation Area. These trees do not meet the criteria 


for inclusion in a Tree Preservation Order at this time. The Officer also notes many whips have 


been recently planted as replacements within the protected woodland along the western 


boundary of the Site. The Wokingham Borough Council therefore raises no objections to the 


proposed works and encourages adherence to best arboricultural practice as set out in BS 


3998:2010 - Tree Work - Recommendations, ensuring minimal impact on the trees 


 
The applicant should note: 


The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects wild birds, their eggs and nests.  Trees with 


hollow crevices, for example, provide important natural roost sites for many bat species covered 


by the 1981 Act.  Anyone proposing to carry out work on a tree which may be used as a roost 


site for bats or by other protected species should first consult Natural England Berkshire, Office 


Block A, Government Buildings, Coley Avenue, Coley Park, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 6DT.  Tel: 


0118 958 1222, fax: 0118 939 2183 or http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/. 


  
Works to trees during the nesting season (generally March – August) may result in disturbance 


to nesting birds. All birds’ nests that are either in use or being built, eggs and chicks are protected 


by the 1981 Act. Nevertheless, works can take place to trees and hedgerows during bird nesting 


season after a thorough inspection has taken place on the site by a qualified specialist, e.g., tree 


surgeon or ecologist before any works commencing to ensure nesting birds or other wildlife are 


not disturbed. However, it is strongly recommended to undertake vegetation or tree works 


outside this period to prevent the risk of disturbing nesting birds or other wildlife. 


 
Informatives:  
 
1) You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country Planning 


(Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one pruning 


operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years from the 


date of this notice, after which date the consent lapses and a new Section 211 Notification 


will be required. 


 


2) You are advised that this letter is in respect of the Conservation Area only and it does not 


imply that consent would be forthcoming from the owner of the tree(s) or any such other 


persons from whom consent may be required.  


 
If we can be of any further assistance, please contact the Tree and Landscape Officer via 


development.control@wokingham.gov.uk. 


 



http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/





 


 
Yours sincerely, 
 


 


Chris Hannington - Trees and Landscape Team Manager 
 
 
CC: Mr Matt Wharton, Reading Blue Coat School, Sonning Lane, Sonning,  
Wokingham, RG4 6SU  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  







 


Please note that your attention is drawn to the following information:   
 
Bird Nesting Season and Presence of Bat Roosts 


In accordance with the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and Countryside Rights of Way Act 
(2000), consideration must be given to the timing and type of tree work operations, to avoid 
causing disturbance to any nesting birds or bat roosts that may be present within the tree(s).  
 
The Act makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to intentionally kill, injure, or take, possess, 
or trade in any wild animal listed, and prohibits interference with places used for shelter or 
protection, or intentionally disturbing animals occupying such places.  
 
It is advised that all non-urgent major tree work and hedge cutting operations are undertaken at 
a time to avoid disturbing nesting birds during the breeding season (to which the bird nesting 
season is considered to be from March to July). Where bats are suspected to be present, it is 
recommended that advice first be sought from a licenced bat specialist and if appropriate, the 
relevant licence(s) be obtained before any major tree work or hedge cutting commences. 
 
Further information can be found at the following: 
 
DEFRA (Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs)  
Tel: 08459 33 55 77 or by email at helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
Website: www.defra.gov.uk/ 
 
Natural England 
Tel: 0845 600 3078 or by email at enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk 
Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk 
 
Bat Conservation Trust 
Tel: 0845 1300 228 or by email at enquiries@bats.org.uk 
Website: www.bats.org.uk 


Forestry Act 1967 and Felling Licences 


If it proposed to fell a tree or trees greater than 5 cubic metres or sell more than 2 cubic metres 
of timber in any calendar quarter, a Felling Licence from the Forestry Authority may be 
required.  
 
Please note that Felling Licences are not required to remove trees from domestic (residential) 
gardens. Where you are the landowner of large pieces of land with numerous trees, 
clarification from the Forestry Commission may be required as to whether a Felling licence is 
needed. 
 
For more information on Felling Licences, please speak to the Woodland Officer at the Forestry 
Commission on 01296 696543 
 
Further Information can be found on the Forestry Commission Website:www.forestry.gov.uk 
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