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COWENTS:
| believe that the current proposed local plan fails to match the
key criteria in order for it to be sound and deliverable within the

desired tinmescales. | have a nunber of points as to why | believe
this and will provide nore detail in relation to a selection of
t hem

1. The proposed housing plan creates a coal escence between
Arborfield, Swallowfield, Shinfield, Lower Earley, Wnnersh and
Readi ng, with no sense of separation between these settlenents, and
there being no appreciabl e sense of |eaving one settlenent before
entering another 2. It does not sufficiently consider the effect on
habitats

3. It does not adequately take account of clean water/waste water
requirenents resulting fromthe addition of over 10,000 individuals
to an already highly popul ated area

4. 1t does not provide nechanisns for ensuring adequate/tinely
infrastructure delivery

5. It does not nmake provision for links to sufficient public
transport capacity

6. It does not adequately consider traffic novenents and saturation
effects at key road junctions that would be inpacted

7.1t has rejected better alternatives - Twyford Gardens and

Ashri dge Manor, which offer good sustainable transport |inks unlike
the Hall Farmsite

There are three key areas of concern that are stated within

addi tional docunentation of the local plan that appears to have

ei ther been overl ooked or ignored. One that could be considered as
t he nost

i mpactful on our area, is that there appears to be a desire to

i ncrease the housing in the south of the borough, where there is
already a chronic shortfall of waste water treatnent facilities, a
short fall of over 17,000 properties, which continues to clinb.
This is even nore significant as Thanes Water does not plan to

i ncrease capacity sufficiently to cope with the current denand,
conbined with their dire financial situation, begs the question of
whet her they are even able to facilitate an expansion of housing in
this area.

Due to the shortfall in waste water treatnent capacity, this wll

al so negatively affect the habitat of the River Loddon with the
potential for nore sewage to be dunped into our river. The River
Loddon is a rare exanple of a chalk river with numerous rare species
living withinit, it is therefore clear that the proposed

devel opnent in the south of the borough around Hall Farmw || have
the nost negative inpact on our local environnent. This in turn
will inpact our ability to tackle clinmte change and reduce our
carbon em ssions. This goes against the spirit and design of the
Habi tat's Regul ati ons of 2017.

It is because of all these points that |I believe the council should
revisit the Twyford Gardens and Ashridge Manor sites, as it not only
has spare waste water capacity, infrastructure and existing



transport links, both road and rail, it is the least environnmentally
damagi ng of the proposed options that the council had consi dered.
In relation to the fields |abelled as "retained agricultural |and"
on the University's outline application, it is key to note the

i nportance of these fields in the context of the LPU policy (SS13)

- nanely that neasures need to be incorporated into the rel evant
applications in order to protect Carters Hill as a separate
settlenent. These fields flank the entrance road into Carters Hl
and therefore form an

integral part of the |l and needing to be protected from devel opnent
in order to achieve the policy's goal. In ny opinion, the "retained
agricultural land" label within the University's outline application
does not satisfy the requirenments of the policy.

It is critical that these fields be allocated as BNG SANG i n order
to protect Carters Hll as a separate settlenent. This application
needs to be made urgently by the University for the fields to be

al l ocated for BNG / SANG



