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COWENTS:

This application should be rejected.

Hall Farmis not the nbst sustainable location for this |evel of
devel opnent. If central Berkshire really requires nore hones they
shoul d be | ocated on brownfield sites within or on the edges of

exi sting devel opments to conserve agricultural |land and m ninm se
demand for transport. This location is too far fromnajor centres of
conmer ce, enploynment and transport and is far fromrailway stations.
Consi deration of such a major application should await conpl etion
and adoption of the update of the Wki ngham Local Plan to 2040 so
that it nmay be judged against up-to-date criteria to cover the
period to 2040, The current Local Plan was adopted in 2010 and runs
until 2026 so is inappropriate for this application

| amparticularly concerned with the inplications for increased
traffic. This application only covers a fraction of the housing
proposed for the site so transport requirenents should be considered
in a wider context. To reduce congestion and greenhouse gas

em ssions fromtransport nore priority should be given to bus and
cycle lanes on new and existing nmajor roads to encourage
alternatives to the car. According to the Transport Assessnent there
will be very significant increases in traffic on residential roads
in Earley even if projected changes to current network (which wll
have substantial environnental and financial costs) are

i mpl enent ed.

NPPF par agraph 20 requires plans to make sufficient provision for
infrastructure for

transport. Paragraph 73 requires new devel opnents to be supported by
t he necessary

infrastructure and facilities (including a genuine choice of
transport nodes).

Par agr aph 152 says pl anning should hel p to: shape places in ways

t hat

contribute

to radical reductions in greenhouse gas eni ssions.

I do not think the proposed Loddon Valley Garden Vill age devel opnent
wi || adequately

address these requirenents.

There is likely to be relatively high car use with inpacts on
congestion, clinmate/energy

demand, and travel tinmes for residents. | note the Local Plan

Sustai nability Appraisal says "None of the strategic sites are
ideally |l ocated froma transport perspective - with LVGVY

| ocat ed between strategic transport corridors”

-1t is too small to support a wide range of functions - especially
enpl oynent, retail and entertainnent - so residents will have to
travel off-site to access these

-1t is too small and too far fromlikely destinations to support
high quality of publictransport provision - especially in early

st ages

before all proposed transport links are in place - so car use will
be incentivised.

- For people wanting to visit further destinations for work or

| ei sure, access to nainline railway stations will be quite difficult



- but M4 junctions are fairly close so car use will be incentivised.
-1t is not clear whether road infrastructure for travel outside the
devel opnment will include priority lanes for public transport (e.g
B3270, A329, A327) - but if so costs will be high.

- Capacity on B3270 is likely to be reduced by proposed conversion
of Shire Hall site for logistics.

- New road infrastructure will entail |oss/danage of habitat: al ong
current roadsi des especially B3270 and whatever route is chosen to
gi ve access to Mereoak P&R; and the proposed route over Loddon and
M4 to access B3270

I am al so concerned at the projected operational greenhouse gas
em ssions fromthe new buildings on the site. They don't seem
conmpliant with the draft Local Plan's ains.

Section 2.9 says:

Key opportunities/chall enges:

- To inprove opportunities for active travel, reducing car and
vehi cl e dependency for |ocal and unnecessary journeys.

- To ensure new buil dings neet the highest fabric and energy
efficient standards, so reducing inpacts on clinmate change from
devel opnent and acting to reduce energy demand and fuel bills.

- To increase resilience of comunities and the environnment to the
effects of climte change.

- To increase the anount of energy generated locally fromlow carbon
and renewabl e resources.

Section 4.41 says:

4.41 The Local Plan Update includes policies that will ensure that
new and redevel oped sites deliver high quality devel opnent that
nmeets the econonmic, social and environnental objectives of nationa

| egi slation, the NPPF, and the council's clinate energency
declaration. New hones wll be required to be energy efficient and
i ncl ude renewabl e energy generation sufficient to neet the tota
energy need over the course of a year. Developnent will also seek to
m ni m se enbodi ed carbon arising fromthe construction of new

bui | di ngs.

I am al so concerned at the | oss of ancient trees and in particul ar
the exclusion of 'The Holt' area fromthe application area which
means that the inpact on its wildlife and anenity will not be
assessed and nanaged. | amsure that surrounding it with

devel opnent, even if

access is strictly prohibited, will have a najor inpact on it



