Tel: (0118) 974 6000
Email: development.control@wokingham.gov.uk

Date: 07 September 2026
My ref: LA/ICA/261744

WOKINGHAM
BOROUGH COUNCIL

Place and Growth

Mrs Annette Dart

The Old Vicarage Development Management Team
114 High Street P.O. Box 157
Wargrave Shute End, Wokingham
RG10 8DH Berkshire RG40 1TWR

Tel: (0118) 974 6000
Minicom No: (0118) 974 6991
DX: 33506 - Wokingham

Dear Mrs Annette Dart,

SECTION 211 NOTIFICATION OF WORK TO TREES WITHIN THE WARGRAVE
CONSERVATION AREA

APPLICATION NUMBER: 261744

LOCATION: THE OLD VICARAGE, 114 HIGH STREET, WARGRAVE, RG10 8DH

With reference to your notification which was received and validated on the 26 July 2026, | am
writing to advise you that Wokingham Borough Council raises no objections to the proposed
tree works being undertaken as specified within the Wargrave Conservation Area.

Proposed works:
T8 Western Balsam Poplar (Populus trichocarpa):

e Remove major deadwood (branches exceeding 50mm diameter and 300mm length) and
reduce crown by approximately 30% of leaf area, equating to up to 1.5m reduction in
radial crown spread and up to 1.5m reduction in height. Works to retain a natural crown
shape appropriate to the species in line with BS3998.

Reasons stated for works:

(As written in the application) The Poplar at The Old Vicarage in Wargrave is a mature tree
of 27 metres height and 780cm diameter, shown on the location plan attached as T8 Tag
5424. The main road through Wargrave, and a brick wall within the curtilage of the Grade Il
listed Old Vicarage and the OId Vicarage itself are all within falling distance. Given its
proximity to the road and the Grade Il listed house, it is important to maintain this very large
tree to ensure it is secure, safe and healthy. The tree has visible surface roots (reflecting the
tendency for shallow rooting of this species) and a fork in the bark at 7 metres and contains
major deadwood. The tree has been inspected by a reputable Tree Surgeon (Beechwood).

Officer comments:

The Council’'s Tree and Landscape Officer was provided three photographs of T8, Western
Balsam Poplar, which were included in this application. The Officer notes from the
photographs, the fork in the tree’s main stem at 7m with its total height of 27m as well as the
tree’s proximity to the listed dwelling, the garden’s perimeter walls, and the adjacent



roadway/footpath. The pruning work planned for T8 will neither be detrimental to the health
or safety of the tree nor will it adversely affect the visual amenity of the Conservation Area.
Removal of deadwood from T8 does not require formal notification to the Local Authority
under an exception of the Town and Country Planning - Tree Preservation (England)
Regulations 2012. The Officer appreciates this courtesy, and the measures to maintain the
tree’s health and safety. T8 does not meet the criteria for inclusion in a Tree Preservation
Order at this time. The Wokingham Borough Council therefore raises no objections to the
proposed works and encourages adherence to best arboricultural practice as set out in BS
3998:2010 - Tree Work - Recommendations, ensuring minimal impact on the tree and
neighbouring trees.

Informatives:

1)

You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country Planning
(Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one pruning
operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years from the
date of this notice, after which date the consent lapses and a new Section 211 Notification
will be required.

You are advised that this letter is in respect of the Conservation Area only and it does not
imply that consent would be forthcoming from the owner of the tree(s) or any such other
persons from whom consent may be required.

If we can be of any further assistance, please contact the Tree and Landscape Officer via
development.control@wokingham.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,

G g

Chris Hannington - Trees and Landscape Team Manager



Please note that your attention is drawn to the following information:

Bird Nesting Season and Presence of Bat Roosts

In accordance with the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and Countryside Rights of Way Act
(2000), consideration must be given to the timing and type of tree work operations, to avoid
causing disturbance to any nesting birds or bat roosts that may be present within the tree(s).

The Act makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to intentionally kill, injure, or take, possess,
or trade in any wild animal listed, and prohibits interference with places used for shelter or
protection, or intentionally disturbing animals occupying such places.

It is advised that all non-urgent major tree work and hedge cutting operations are undertaken at
a time to avoid disturbing nesting birds during the breeding season (to which the bird nesting
season is considered to be from March to July). Where bats are suspected to be present, it is
recommended that advice first be sought from a licenced bat specialist and if appropriate, the
relevant licence(s) be obtained before any major tree work or hedge cutting commences.

Further information can be found at the following:
DEFRA (Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs)

Tel: 08459 33 55 77 or by email at helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Website: www.defra.gov.uk/

Natural England
Tel: 0845 600 3078 or by email at enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk
Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk

Bat Conservation Trust
Tel: 0845 1300 228 or by email at enquiries@bats.org.uk
Website: www.bats.org.uk

Forestry Act 1967 and Felling Licences

If it proposed to fell a tree or trees greater than 5 cubic metres or sell more than 2 cubic metres
of timber in any calendar quarter, a Felling Licence from the Forestry Authority may be
required.

Please note that Felling Licences are not required to remove trees from domestic (residential)
gardens. Where you are the landowner of large pieces of land with numerous trees,
clarification from the Forestry Commission may be required as to whether a Felling licence is
needed.

For more information on Felling Licences, please speak to the Woodland Officer at the Forestry
Commission on 01296 696543

Further Information can be found on the Forestry Commission Website:www.forestry.gov.uk
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