














8 Wokingham Borough Council / Toutley Depot Yard

3.0	 Design Proposals
3.1	 Design Brief & Stakeholder Engagement

The Depot Yard project forms a continuation of the 
development of the site, starting with the completion 
of the Administration/Welfare Block and car parking 
to the west.

The original intention had been to further develop 
the depot yard in line with the original consent, in 
which two new warehouses would be constructed 
and storage, fleet parking and other operational 
requirements would be reconfigured around them. 
However, on further review, it was determined that 
the retention of one of the existing warehouses and 
the introduction of racking systems within would 
adequately meet the internal storage needs of the 
various stakeholders.

Wokingham Borough Council’s revised therefore 
contained the following over-arching requirements:

	y to refurbish the southern warehouse to meet the 
storage needs of the stakeholders

	y to improve and reconfigure the depot yard to 
provide adequate external storage, fleet parking 
and other operational requirements (washdown, 
refuelling etc)

	y to ensure continuity of operations for the 
contractors throughout construction through a 
phased development process

As part of this briefing process, the Client and Design 
Team have met frequently with the contracted 
operators to validate the requirements. The following 
schedule of accommodation has therefore been 
developed and agreed with Recycling & Waste 
Management, Street Cleansing, Highways & 
Transport Maintenance and Grounds Maintenance 
services.
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4.0	 Conclusion

The proposed application represents a modest 
deviation from the consented scheme, with no 
significant changes in types and/or volumes of 
activity. Indeed, the retention/refurbishment of 
the existing, southern warehouse offers material 
advantage in reusing the structural steel frame and 
reducing waste.

As with its predecessor, the current proposal 
will provide a safer and more secure working 
environment for those operating within it, whilst the 
delivery of a more efficient depot yard will improve 
the service that can be offered to those within the 
borough and reduce costs to the taxpayer.




