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COWENTS:

I wish to strongly object to the revised major planning application
of the proposed redevel opnent of Thamesfield Retirenent Village,
submitted by Retirenent Villages G oup (RVG.

I find it astonishing that the Applicant suggests that by renoving
bal conies and inserting |arge dornmer wi ndows this now constitutes a
2.5 storey building! There will be 3 floors of apartnents and the
hei ght of the building remains the sane. The proposal to denolish
an existing single-storey building and replace it with a 3 storey
devel opnent, close to the boundary of Renmenham Row, directly
over | ooki ng houses 1-5 Renenham Row, is sinply appalling.

Remenham Row is a small, peaceful retirenment devel opnent with
beautiful grounds down to the river. Mst residents are elderly and
have noved here for a peaceful, calmretirenent. Such a huge
extension will have a devastating effect on Renmenham Row and |

cannot begin to think of the disruption that such a big project
woul d cause. At present no nei ghbours can see into Renmenham Row from
either side and it is extrenely quiet.

Primarily, those nost affected in houses 1-5 would have their living
roons, bathroons and bedroons directly overlooked fromJuliette

bal coni es, large picture wi ndows and dornmer w ndows of this
ill-advised proposal by RVG This intrusion on their privacy would
be extrenmely invasive and highly inappropriate for the given setting
and environnent of the homes involved. It would further have a
direct and significant detrinental inpact on all the residents at
Remenham Row wusing the anenities of the grounds surrounding their
properties.

The proposal in question shows no consideration to the inpact on the
nei ghbouring properties at Renmenham Row. The bul k and scale of this
proposed building far exceeds the current building, which it is
replacing. It would have a significant detrinental inpact on the
appearance of the site fromthe prospective of not only Remenham
Row, but also fromthe river and properties on the Oxfordshire bank
in

Henl ey-on-Thanes. It is very nisleading what RVG are saying and the
proposed buil ding woul d i ndeed still be visible fromthe Henl ey side
of the river.

For those living in the Renenham Row properties nost affected by the
proposed devel opnent, not only would their properties be directly
over |l ooked, but the anount of sunlight their properties and gardens
receive would be greatly reduced. The height of the three storey
proposal by RVG and its proximty woul d takeaway significant anounts
of daylight to the front of these properties. Furthernore, the
separation distance of the proposed three storey devel opnent is only
20 nmeters fromthe nei ghbouring hones at Renenham Row. This is
significantly less than the required 30 neter separation distance,
as set out in the Council Design Guide (RL6), for schenes that

i ntroduce devel opnent over two storey height.



It is also worth nentioning that, with the greater nmass of building
and housing so close to Renenham Row, there woul d added noi se

di sturbance fromthe nei ghbouring properties should the proposed

pl ans go ahead.

The proposal is in a Conservation and Green Belt Area and so great
care should be taken to make sure mmjor applications, such as this
one, are scrutinised closely as to the inpact of the bul k and nass
of the devel opnent on the surroundi ng environnent and vi sua
appearance of the area fromboth sides of the river, despite what
RVG suggest in their application. In this case the proposal is
vastly excessive in inpact on the environnent and on the visua
appearance in proportion to the site. The size and scale of the
proposal, if allowed, may set a dangerous president for future
devel opnents of this type in the

Conservation and Green Belt Area. Thanesfield Retirenent Village
sits on a large plot and there is plenty of roomto build such a
huge

bui l di ng on the sout h-east side, where the gardens and under used
croquet pitch currently sit.

Overall the character and appearance of the proposed building is not
in keeping with the surrounding area. The materials used, it height,
bul k, scale, mass in relation to the nei ghbouring buildings and
appearance from both the Oxfordshire and Berkshire side of the
Thanes is not suitable in the setting of a Conservation and G een
Belt Area. It is for all the above reasons that | strongly object to
this revised planning application submtted.



